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The Women & Girls Index (WGI) provides the only systematically generated, comprehensive

data on charitable organizations dedicated to women and girls. The WGI tracks the landscape
of women’s and girls’ organizations in the U.S., including the amount of philanthropic support

they receive from individuals, foundations, and corporations.

The WGI is a project within the Equitable Giving Lab (EGL), an initiative to better understand charitable giving to
under-resourced groups. The Lab currently comprises research on giving to women and girls; to LGBTQ+ causes

and communities; and to organizations serving communities of color. The Women & Girls Index data are hosted at
WomenAndGirlsIndex.org, including a searchable database of all WGI organizations and more detail about the Index
and the methodology used to create and update the WGI.

The updated WGI adds data from 2022 and 2023—the most recent years for which finalized IRS data on charitable
organizations are available. More recent data are provided thanks in part to improvements in IRS e-filing speed, data
processing, and more timely access to nonprofit returns. While there remains a lag in the data, this installment of the
WGI represents an improved ability to examine more recent trends and patterns than before.

During 2022 and 2023, there was extraordinary turbulence and mobilization across the landscape of women’s and girls’
issues. In June 2022, the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade with the Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s Health decision.!
This removed federal protection for abortion rights and triggered a wave of state-level restrictions on abortion.? In the
wake of the Dobbs decision, many states reinstated older “trigger” laws or passed new abortion bans, while others enacted
protections for reproductive rights in the law or in state constitutional amendments.3 This activity appears to have spurred
urgency-based donations to reproductive rights and advocacy organizations. Many small and mid-sized abortion funds
reported doubling or tripling both their budgets—and their service volume.* For example, the Chicago Abortion Fund
increased its budget nearly 50-fold (from around $160,000 to $8 million) during late 2022 to meet the surge in need.>

At the same time, high-profile women philanthropists continued to give at an unusually large scale. MacKenzie Scott,
in particular, maintained and expanded her novel philanthropic strategy of large, unrestricted gifts. Among her other
donations, in 2022, Scott donated $275 million to Planned Parenthood.® And in March 2023, she launched an “open call”
for community-based nonprofits, ultimately awarding $640 million to 361 organizations, many aligned with gender
equity causes.”
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These concurrent dynamics—upheaval in reproductive rights, paired with reimagined and expanded philanthropic
strategies by Scott and others—provide a unique context through which to interpret the newest WGI data.

This research brief is part of the larger Equitable Giving Lab agenda, which now examines funding for communities of
color, LGBTQ+ communities, and women and girls. Later in 2025, the inaugural Military & Veterans Community Index will
be published. These four indices will also enable future work to more thoroughly understand giving to intersectional groups
like LGBTQ+ women and girls, women and girls of color, or women veterans. The newest WGI data provide an opportunity
to understand how giving to women’s and girls’ organizations changed during 2022 and 2023.

Findings

FINDING 1

Giving to women’s and girls’ organizations surpassed 2.0% of total charitable giving for the first
time in 2022, reaching 2.18%, before settling back to 2.04% in 2023.

The updated WGI contains 57,165 charitable organizations, or 3.6% of total registered charitable organizations. More
than $11 billion in philanthropic support was directed to women’s and girls’ organizations in each of the new years of data
($11.9 billion in in 2022, and $11.4 billion in 2023).

2022 was the first time that giving to women’s and girls’ organizations comprised at least 2.0% of total charitable giving,
as seen in Figure 1. This marks a significant milestone, as the share of giving to these organizations had remained below
2% since the creation of the WGI. This spike in 2022 suggests a possible surge in giving tied to attention around the Dobbs
decision. The decline in 2023 brings the percentage of total giving closer to prior levels, though still higher than the
2012-2021 average.

FIGURE 1. Philanthropic support for women'’s and girls’ organizations as a percentage of overall charitable
giving, 2012-2023
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Notes: Figures presented in previous WGI reports have been updated to reflect additional contribution detail and mission and program descriptions
from Form 990 and 990-EZ returns reported in prior years.

While a small portion of overall charitable giving is dedicated to women’s and girls’ organizations, the $11.4 billion received
in 2023 represents an increase of 9.5% over 2021 (8.1% growth from 2021-2022, and more modest 1.2% growth from 2022
to 2023). This growth rate surpassed the growth in overall charitable giving for this period, 7.6% from 2021-2023.%

Despite the landmark giving in 2022 and 2023, philanthropic support for women’s and girls’ organizations remains a
fraction of that received by traditional nonprofit subsectors like human services and education, as shown in Figure 2.
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Philanthropic support for women'’s and girls’ organizations compared with traditional nonprofit

subsectors (2023, in billions)
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Note: Subsector figures are 2023 values from Giving USA 2025.° WGI organizations appear in all traditional nonprofit subsectors but are depicted

as their own subsector for the sake of comparison.

Much of the increased philanthropic support in 2022 was driven by giving to reproductive health
organizations, which saw a nearly 40% jump in donations in 2022, followed by a decline in 2023.

Philanthropic support for women’s and girls’ organizations by mission focus (2023, in billions)
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Note: Mission focus categories are not necessarily mutually exclusive, therefore, adding up the dollars in this figure exceeds the $11.4 billion total

of philanthropic support for women'’s and girls' organizations in 2023. Dollar amounts are rounded to one decimal place for ease of reading, but the
ordering and length of the bars are based on exact values. Women's and girls’ organizations focused on the environment and animals received
$18.1 million in 2023; this appears as $0.0 in the figure due to rounding.
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Women’s and girls’ organizations can be found in all traditional nonprofit subsectors and further categorized based on
mission focus. As shown in Figure 3, reproductive health and family planning organizations (e.g., Planned Parenthood,
Center for Reproductive Rights) received the greatest amount of philanthropic support for WGI organizations in 2023,
at $2.2 billion. This was followed by women’s and girls’ human services organizations (e.g., YWCA) and women'’s health
organizations (e.g., Fistula Foundation, Society for Women’s Health Research), each receiving $1.8 billion in 2023.

Reproductive health organizations have received the largest portion of philanthropic support to WGI organizations since
the WGI began; however, the growth rate from 2021-2023 far surpasses the growth rate seen in previous years, as shown
in Figure 3. The 40% increase in donations in 2022, and 10% decline in 2023, resulted in a net two-year increase of 24%.
The timing of this growth coincides with the June 2022 Dobbs decision, which overturned Roe v. Wade and prompted
heightened attention to reproductive health.

FIGURE 4. Change in philanthropic support for women’s and girls’ organizations by mission focus, 2021-2023
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While reproductive health organizations saw increased philanthropic support, giving to women’s and girls’ organizations
overall still increased in 2022 and 2023. When removing reproductive health organizations from the analysis, giving to
women’s and girls’ organizations overall increased by 10% in 2022 and remained 7% higher over the 2021-2023 period.
The only categories to experience a decrease during this period were education, women serving women, and women
serving the general population.
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FINDING 3

After adjusting for inflation, giving to women’s and girls organizations actually declined between
2021 and 2023, highlighting that growth in nominal dollars did not keep pace with rising costs.

When adjusting for inflation, giving to women’s and girls’ organizations actually fell by 2.0% over the two-year period from
2021-2023, as seen in Figure 5. Excluding reproductive health organizations, the decline was even steeper, at 4.6%. This is
particularly important for practitioners: while the 2022 data show encouraging growth in nominal dollars (i.e., not adjusted
for inflation) and the share of total dollars, many organizations faced constrained budgets in real terms.

FIGURE 5. Inflation-adjusted change in philanthropic support for women’s and girls’ organizations by
mission focus, 2021-2023
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Another complication is that around 20% of overall revenues for women’s and girls’ organizations comes from government
grants. This is about twice the proportion seen for other charitable organizations, leaving women’s and girls’ organizations
more vulnerable to decreases in public funding.
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Implications

This update to the Women & Girls Index provides
important insights into the philanthropic landscape of
women’s and girls’ organizations. The data show that
crossing the 2.0% threshold in 2022 was possible, even
during a period of economic volatility and social change.
This is an encouraging indicator of the potential for growth
in giving to these causes. At the same time, the return closer
to 2.0% in 2023 and the inflation-adjusted decline in giving
illustrate the challenges organizations face in sustaining
momentum and maintaining purchasing power.

For fundraisers and nonprofit leaders, the findings
underscore the importance of translating short-term
increases into long-term, stable support. The 2022 surge
demonstrates that donors are responsive to significant
events, such as policy changes and societal conversations
about gender equity. Organizations may wish to build
upon this responsiveness by deepening donor engagement,
sharing the impact of past gifts, and making the case for
sustained commitment over time.

For donors, the WGI continues to highlight a funding

gap relative to other subsectors. While the proportion

of giving to women’s and girls’ organizations has grown,
these organizations still receive around two cents of every
charitable dollar. Donors seeking to maximize their impact
can use the WGI to identify organizations that align with
their values and consider providing unrestricted, multi-year
support that allows organizations to plan for the future and
weather funding fluctuations.

For researchers and the broader philanthropic sector, the

WGI offers an increasingly rich dataset for examining giving

trends over time. The inclusion of 2022 and 2023 data
provides a more current view of giving patterns than was
historically available. Continued research into the drivers of

giving, including the role of major gifts, government funding

trends, and the influence of social and legal events, can
further inform strategies for strengthening the sector.

The WGI remains a cornerstone of the Equitable Giving
Lab, complementing research on other under-resourced
communities. Together, the studies provide a fuller picture
of how philanthropic dollars reach under-resourced
communities and can help guide donors, fundraisers,

and policymakers in making data-driven decisions.

The WGTI is designed to offer donors, practitioners, and
researchers insights into the characteristics and evolution
of women-and-girls-serving organizations over time. While
this brief presents a high-level view of philanthropic trends,
the dataset can be used to explore additional questions
related to the sector.

The full dataset is available at WomenAndGirlsIndex.org,
where users can request a complete list of WGI
organizations or search by keyword, focus area, and
geographic location. Additional resources are available

at EquitableGivingLab.org/WGI. Together, these

tools equip individuals and organizations to make
data-informed decisions that help address gender-related
issues in philanthropy.
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