Robert Frost Daggett — Retro Riley #2 for October 2023

The name of Robert Frost Daggett (1874-1955) literally is built into the cornerstone of the history of Riley
Hospital for Children and the Indiana University Medical Center campus.

Daggett’s father was Robert Platt Daggett who was the architect for the Lockerbie home of John Nickum
where James Whitcomb Riley lived with Charles and Magdalena Holstein, Nickum’s daughter and son-in-
law, for Riley’s last 23 years. The Lockerbie home was purchased by the Riley Memorial Association in
1922 and opened as a museum that same year and has been opened to the public ever since. Robert
Platt Daggett founded the architectural firm that would be led by 3 generations of the Daggett family
when he moved from Connecticut to Indianapolis in 1868.

Daggett graduated from the University of Pennsylvania School of Architecture in 1896. At the age of 22,
he was one of only 30 candidates of 497 applicants, to be admitted into the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris
France. Daggett was the first person from the State of Indiana ever admitted to the school, from which
he received a diploma in 1901. He returned home to join his father’s architectural firm in 1901 and
when his father died in 1915, Daggett became in charge of the office. Daggett was the architect selected
for the Robert W. Long Hospital on the Indiana University Medical Center campus that was completed in
1914 and later, after closing, became Long Hall in 1970 when University Hospital opened. As the first
hospital built on the Medical Center campus, Long Hospital was key to the development of the Indiana
University School of Medicine, which began in 1908, by meeting the teaching needs of the School’s
medical students and also providing for the health needs of Indiana patients who were poor.

With the United States entry into WWI, Daggett enlisted in 1917, he served 5 months in England as a
member of the 472" Aero Squadron. He then transferred to the 17" Engineers in France where he was
responsible for building several field and base hospitals. Daggett was discharged in 1919 as a captain of
engineers. He wasted no time upon his return home. Daggett designed the new building for the Indiana
University School of Medicine (now known as Emerson Hall), which was built close to Long Hospital and
opened in 1919.

Daggett was then selected by the Joint Executive Committee of representatives from the Riley Memorial
Association and Indiana University to be the architect for Riley Hospital for Children. The hospital that
opened in November 1924, while not completed, consisted of an administrative building which was a 3-
story unit consisting of 4 ward sections, two free dispensaries, nurses and interns dining rooms, the Ball
Brothers gymnasium, occupational therapy, administrative offices, pharmacies, dental and other clinics,
library service, an operating section and quarters for nurses and interns. The service unit contained
kitchens, supply and storage rooms, refrigeration plant, laundry, isolation ward, diet kitchens, milk
preparation rooms, sewing rooms, an orthopedic shop, garages and other general service quarters. The
third unit was the powerhouse and heating plant which provided heat, power, and light to Riley Hospital,
Robert Long Hospital and the IU School of Medicine, all operated jointly by the board of trustees of Indiana
University.

Daggett was tapped at various points in time to design additions and buildings for Riley Hospital and
other buildings on the Medical Center campus. He was the architect for the William H. Coleman Hospital
for Women that opened in 1927, the Ball Residence for Nurses that opened in 1928, and the architect for
the Kiwanis Wing that opened in 1930 and Rotary Convalescent Building that opened in 1931 and the IU



School of Dentistry Building in 1933. Robert Frost Daggett was the architect for the building addition in
1935 that housed the hospital’s famed hydrotherapy pool modeled after President Franklin Roosevelt’s
hydrotherapy pool in Warm Springs, Georgia. Daggett also was appointed architect for the Riley
Research Wing built in 1950 and the addition to the Riley Research Wing built in 1953. When Daggett
died in 1955, the Medical Science Building, also one of his designs, was under construction.

Daggett was honored at about 1926 as the first Indiana born architect to be named a Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects. The Daggett architectural firm dissolved in 1977 with the retirement of
Dagget’s son, Robert Frost, Jr., and was at the time the second oldest architectural firm in the State of
Indiana.
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2.(1) It appears desirable that the cancer and heart research units, which are contemplated for the Medical Center
campus, be constructed as additions to Riley Hospital and be tied in with the new Riley Research Wing. We have
discussed with Riley Memorial Association the location of these units, and it is agreed that they should be added to
the present Research Wing in order to have all the large research facilities together.

Our total request for buildings in the next biennium was cut in half by the legislature, but we were given
appropriation of $300,000.00 for the Cancer Unit and $250,000.00 for the Heart Unit. We have a grant of
$130,000.00 from the United States Public Health Service, and we should have an architect working on the project
during the month of June in order to hold this grant. Robert Frost Daggett is recommended to be the architect, since
he was the architect of Riley Hospital and also of the Riley Research Wing.

The Board concurred in approving the appointment of Robert Frost Daggett as architect on the cancer and heart
units at the Medical Center, the fee to be six percent.
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In recruiting new faculty, the medical school faced the problem that space for research was equally
as important as salary for attracting quality physicians and scientists. The local foundation support
allowed the school to expand its faculty and support staff, but without a major expansion of facilities,
the limits to that growth were obvious. Van Nuys insisted that no medical school could succeed in the
new age of research without substantial investments in larger, more modern facilities.” In 1948, he
therefore requested additional help from the RMA to build on its support for research on heart
disease, but in this case, it was the need for “a particular type of building to house all research activity
associated with Riley Hospital." Despite the awkward timing so quickly following a major fund-raising
effort, the association board embraced the idea as part of its anniversary and Riley centennial fund
raising.”” Additional funding was needed from the state, and in 1949, Governor Henry Schricker
endorsed the plan, The legislature allocated the medical school $400,000 to build a new Riley Research
Wing, and in turn the RMA agreed to equip the new facility at a cost of $100,000, The Riley Centennial
Campaign eventually raised $1 million, part of which helped ensure that the facility had sufficient
funds for ongoing operations.™

The Riley Research Wing provided not only a home for pediatric research but also a platform for
expansion through new funding opportunities, For example, encouraged by the success of new faculty
member Lawrence, in 1950 the medical school requested a $500,000 grant from the National Cancer
Institute (NCI) for the construction of a research facility deemed “essential to the advancement of
Cancer teaching and research in the State of Indiana.” When the NCI approved only $126,000, a state
appropriation for $500,000 allowed the project to proceed, and it was added to the Riley Research
Wing. By 1952, the school claimed it had placed “all the large research facilities together,"
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