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Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. (2021) 
Philanthropy Panel Study, a module of the Panel Study of Income Dynamics [dataset]. University of Michigan. 
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K E  Y  F I N D I N  G  S  

� 49.6% of American households donated to 
charity in 2018, down from 66.2% in 2000 
when the Philanthropy Panel Study began 
tracking charitable giving behavior. 

� 29.0% of American households donated 
to religious causes in 2018. 

� 41.6% of American households donated 
to secular causes in 2018. 

� The percentage of American households that 
donated to religious causes began declining 
before the Great Recession. 

� The share of American households that 
donated to secular causes began declining 
after the Great Recession and declined at a 
slower rate than the decline in the percentage 
of American households that donated to 
religious causes. 

� Only one-third of the decline in the share of 
households who donated to charity between 
2000 and 2016 can be attributed to changes 
in income, wealth, and home values. 

The frst in a series of reports on 
The Giving Environment philanthropy.iupui.edu 


