








Riley Hospital Neonatal Unit, 1973

With occupancy running generally between 90 and 110 percent, the Newborn Special Care Center in Riley Hospital is a busy place. Working to care
for the critically ill youngsters are (left to right) Betty Myer and Rita Sullivan (rear), registered nurses, Jane Fogleman, licensed practical nurse, and

Dr. Robert Ransdell.
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Dr. Edwin L. Gresham speaking to group, n.d.

Photo courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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Riley Hospital Transport Team, 1976

1,000 Baby Run by Riley Hospital Transport Team to Marion, Indiana and return
Photo courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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Left Photo caption reads: Infant Clint Jeffrey Zellers Arrives in Incubator at Riley Hospital.
With him are Dr. Edwin L. Gresham and Elaine Anderson, Hospital Aide.

Indianapolis Star, March 22, 1974, page 1, from Indianapolis Public Library
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Newborn Van — First Run

Photo courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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Newborn in mobile transport, 1980

Photo courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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Dr. Edwin L. Gresham dies;

leading figure in pediatrics

Dr. Edwin Lee Gresham Sr , 47, chair-
TR s B
and a leadin gure in pediatric
meﬁﬁudiad!-md: Indiana Uni-

A NATIVE OF Aurora, Dr Gresham
was from Indiana University
and the 1.U Schoal of Medicine. He
retirned to ;:lm'url in 1963 I:lm main-
tained a general practice there 1967,
He mn‘rpfﬂe?d his residency in pediatnics
at the Indiana Universily Medical Cenfer
in 1969 and a fellowship in prenatal
medicine &t the Universily of rado
Medical Center the same vear

He was a diplomate of the American
Board of Pediatrics and received the
highest grade in the nation on the
Perinatal

Dr. Gresham was a member of sever-

Dr. Edwin Lee Gresham

Alpha Omega Alpha, the Perinatal Re-
search Sociely, the National Perinatal

Pediatric Research. the Indiand Chapter
of the American Ac of Pediatrics
and the Indiana Thoracic tv. In 1973,
he was named National Foundation of the
March of imes Man of the Year.

DR. GRESHAM was a frequeni com
tributor 1o medical literature, especially
on pediatric matters

Commented Dr. Green. “The nation
has lost a minent neonatologist, In-
diana her champion for excel-
Jence in the care of newborn infanis and
the Riley staff a beloved [riend and
esteemed colleague. Thanks to  his
«m;a:mm.ummd
habues can forward

Services for Dr. Gresham will be held
at 2 pm_ Tuesday in Flanner and Bu-
chanan High School Road Morluary
where friends may call from 2 to 4 p.m
and 6 to B pm loday and Monday

Survivors include his wife. Wanita
Gresham . a son, Edwin L. Gresham Jr
and a daughter. Brenda S Warren

Memorial contributions may be made
1o the Edwin L. Gresham . The
Riley Memorial Association. Suite 606, 11
South Meridian Street. Indianapolis,

8l professional organizations, including Association, the Midwesi Society for 46204 i
.

Notice of Passing of Dr. Edwin L. Gresham

Indianapolis Star, November 2, 1980, from Indianapolis Public Library
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IUPUI Campus Announcement of Sudden Death of Dr. Edwin L. Gresham, the person “most responsible for
remarkable advances in neonatal care in Indiana in the last decade.”

Green Sheet, Vol. 10, No. 44, November 9, 1980 from IUPUI University eArchives
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Edwin L. Gresham, M.D.

My friends, we have come together
in this solemn hour to honor the memory
of a beloved friend, admired colleague,
and gifted physician, Ed Gresham. As
one who loved him dearly, I cannot con-
ceal my deep emotion as 1 speak of Ed in
this sad time of remembrance, How does
ome capture, in a few moments, the es-
sence af a full life so rich in vitality,
friemdship, necomplishment and caring?
How does one deal with a death that
came so swiltly, sorelentlessly, so prema-
turely?

I remember, as if it were vesterday,
my first meeting with Ed. Then in the
peneral practies of medicine in Auarora,
he came by to explore the possibility of a
residency in pediatries. It was charac-
teristic of Ed that he expressed some
doubts that he had the proper gualifica-
tions, but he promised that he would do
his best to make the most of that opportu-
nity, As always, he more than kept his
promise. Hiz performance as a resident
set a standard that has been unegualled. i

Mear the end of his residency, Ed
carme in todiscuss his potential interestin
neonatology, and he wondered whether
that was a visiomery idea, whether he
eould do it T remember answering that
guestion with a laugh. Ed was forever

Edwin L. Gresham, M.D.

erateful that [ encouraged him te apply to 1933-1950
Dir, Fred Battaglia at Denver for a fellow- |
ship in perinatal medicine. [ thought that
Ed deserved the best, As was, of course,

1
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predictable, Ed was a prized fellow. D,
Battaglia and Ed had a special mutual af-
fection and esteem. Whenever we would
meet in later vears, Fred would tell me
again and again how privileged he had
been te have had Ed as a fellow.

Indiana University was fortunate to
have Ed return to join the faculty of its
School of Medicine in 1971, His
achievements since then towered
bevond any reasenable prediction, T sim-
ply do not know how he accomplished all
he did. But he did!

He was a master builder.

Although he tended to mininize his
intellectual giftedness with his open,
friendly, folksiness, Ed was truly
brilliant—one of the brightest persons 1
have ever known, Where lesser men may
have heen intimidating or arrogant, Fad
wis always approachable and modest. He
never put anyvone down, He had the qual-
ity that Erickson termed generativity—
the combination of productivity, creativ-
itv and the gift of guiding the next genera-
tion. Ed's contributions are now part of
our cumulative knowledge and
practice—a heritage that will be passed
along, without the limdit of tme, to those
whi follow.

Fd was absolutely dedicated to ex-
cellence in evervthing he did. He pur-
sued perfection. He expected, as Jim Le-
land said the other evening, 110% effort
from others while giving 300% himself,
Ome always knew where Ed stond. He
wiang a fighter for what was vight. Duplicity
was toreign o him. Compromising care
was unacceptable. He disdained medioc-
rity, He shuttered st pretense. Fle was
hrt and pained by lack of commitment,
He wuultrahe horrified that anyone might
delay attenton to an urgent situation.

Ed seemed truly puzeled becanse

o

el

others sometimes conld not keep up with
hiz thoughts or maintain his pace—
although T know that at tmes, he won-
dered if he expected too much of others.
Ed really did not appreciate how great he
was—how much more he encompassed
from the broad vantage point that he
commanded, Few could attain his lofty
aerie,

My friends, it is hard to 1y with
eagles.

Ed was perhaps the hardest working
doctor thar 1 have known. His hours were
open-ended, his intensity total, his per-
sistance umfailing. e ran the marathon
of life as if it were a 100 yard dash.

Fid was humble, totally selfless, dis-
interested in financial gain. Because of
the modesty of his bearing and the readi-
mess of his availahility, those who knew
him only superficially, did not always
fully appreciate that we had a giant in our
midst, He was the person most responsi-
hle for the remarkahle advances in
neanatal care achieved in Indiana in the
last decade,

He was one of those mre men who
have the ahility to make their vision of the
future the reality of toeday.

I know of no one who worked as
tirelessly as Ed did to improve the care of
newhorn infants in this state, no one who
could even begin to match the pervasive
impact that he had on that care in cities
and towns throughont Tndiagna. 1 is no
exaggeration to say that because of Ed,
thowsands of sick infants in this state now
tive; a legion of babies hove been spared
litelone handicap. He was a very special
State resource. His loss will be incaleula-
hle.

Fal was aghaolutely loval—to the Uni-
versity, to its School of Medicine, to the
Riley Hospital, to the Mewbom Intensive

3
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Care Unit, to its staff, to his colleagues
and to me personally. He was proud, so
proud of the Newborn Intensive Care
Unit, and he looked forward excitedly to
the new plons and programs now on the
dreawing hoard,

He was perfectly cast as a
neonatologist. He loved to take care of
those habies, In the highly intense at-
mosphere of newhborn critical care, Ed
was in his true element, He really
lavished care on those infants . .. each
one of them .. . with all his heart . . . and
he projected that caring spirit to all the
other professionals around him and to an-
xious parcots. He was a doctor’s doctor
« . the kind of phyvsician that every parent
wonld hope for i their baby wene il

Wonderfully skilled, indefatiguable,
meticulons and thoroughly seasoned
through thousands of eritical enconnters,
Ed was the best ... the top of the line.
The best was the only standard he knew,

I think that it is worth commenting
that Ed did not limit his concern to the
technical, the biomedical. He was
erqually interested in the psvchosocial—
the family, the siblings and in the infant’s
development . . . in his staff, He was al-
ways ready and eager to work with any-
one who had something o offer _ . . and
who cared.

Ed received many awards and intro-
duced many innovations in his lifetime
... I regret that time does not permit me
o recount those now . . . but his greatest
reward wis secing a bahy who had heen
crifically il go home healthy in the em-
bracing arms of his euphoric parents. To
Ed, that's simply what it was all about,

Some academicians, as they become
established, decrease their contact with
paticnts, with families and with students,
Ed rejected that option out of hand. He

i

loved to teach. He was consulbed con-
stantly by physicians throughout the
stabe, He was never oo buasy to answer a
question or to substitute for a missing lec-
tarer. His adrenalin would start to flow
whenever he hoard that there was a haby
in distress somewhere in Indiana, Ed
made hundreds of fransport trips, mo mat-
ter the time of the ndght, the condition of
the weather or the state of his own health.
He was determined to and did make the
first transport min in the new newhorm in-
tensive care ambulance that he designed
with such great care. Ed was extremely
prond of what some of his stalt afection-
ately referred to as “Gresham’s baby
buggy.”

He was a master clinician, a great
human being. His charm, his shining
conntenance, could light up a room. 1
rarely encountered him without a smile,
uncommonly combined with a frown if
the day had been particularly stressful. A
quip was often on his lips, no matter how
trying the hour. Although at times, dis-
conraged, he was by temperament an op-
timist. Ed knew that most clocks run for-
ward, They do not run backeward, He was
wonderfully gregarions, fun to be around,
and, oh, how he loved to falk and joke
aronnd. He said “Hi"” to everyone in the
hall evern if he didn't exactly know whao
they were. It was instnctive with him. To
me, he was like a brother whom [ dearly
loved and looked upon with intense
pride.

He was my authentic friend.

My wife reminded me last night of
the time a numher of years ago when one
of our danghters, then in grade school, cut
her scalp while running under some
bleachers. T was, as usual on such wrgent
oeeasions, out of town, By the time Sylvia
was brought to the Riley adwmitting room,

5]
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bleeding profusely from her scalp, she
was apprehensive and scared, Then Ed
Gresham strolled in, beaming with his in-
fections smile, Bd glanced at her wound,
put his arm around her shoulders and
said, "Well, Sylvia, it looks like von zig-
ged when you should have zagged!™
Suddenly everything seemed all right.
Things somehow seemed safer when
wias aroinnd.

Often when T would ask Ed how he
wits doing, he would answer with some-
thing like, “"Well, I'm wp and taking
nonrishment.” 1 thought of that remark
the other night when he was so sick. 1
wish I could hear that retort again.

His repertoire of skills scemed end-
less, from paper hanging, for which he
was in great demand by his colleagnes,
through the mysteries of computers to the
most comples of technical apparatus. He
could repair anvthing in the newhorn in-
tensive care unit and often did, at tmes,
in the middle of the night. For diversion,
he assembled complicated Heath kits as
easily as others ate their lunch.

Ed was extraordinarily generous, ab-
solutely selfless, sincere as a mother's
kiss. He did evervthing he could to pro-
moete others, nothing primarily to ad-
vance himself, He had a high regard For
his colleagues in pediatrie, obstotrie and
family practice. It was a mufual admira-
tiom. He was a friend of nurses, nu-
tritiomiats, social workers, respiratory
therapists, technicians, ambulance driv-
ers and emergency medical technicians,

Bul, most of ail, he was extremely
grateful that he had Hich Schreiner and
Jim Lemons as authentic friends and col-
lengues, Rich and Jim shared his com-
mitment to excellence and his dedica-
tHon. Their group was not only compati-
ble . . . tomy mind, they were the perfect

i

trio. Richand Jim . . . Ed really loved yoa.
I know that you reciprocated that feeling
in fall measane,

Members of Ed's fumily . ., devated
friends . .. [ wish to extend my deepest
condolences as we attend Ed on his jour-
nay to immastality, The great oetpounng
of ‘grief and love that 1 have withessed
these past days Froam s many hundreds of
persons from all walks of like and fom all
parts of the country, has been, for me, a
soving demenstration of how special Ed
was to w0 many. He touched thousands of
livies in & very personal and lasting way.

[t was this persoral interest in others
that made him such an extrordinary
phivaician. After all, superh medical care
is intensely personal,

At this time of our great bereave-
ment, we can best honor Ed's memaory by
rededicating surselves o the principles
by which he Hved. He would want ns (o
tike care—ol ourselves, of each other,
and must of all, of the mothers and Bther
and babies whom we ame privileged to
serve. In his life and in his deeds, Ed has
shown us the way. He would be very
praud if we fodlowed along that path—if
wee saught to rekindle the caring sparit in
America and in our personal livis.

Derek Bok, speaking to & recent
gradhuating class, remarked that in their
life: time, vaul would be no end of nppor-
tunities to improve organizations, o
hrighten the lives of thuse who work
within them and to do a hetter job of
meeting socjety’'s needs. He expressed
his comviction that progress is as likely 1o
comie Trom trving be Improve inr_'li--‘lﬂllﬂ_.'l

conmminities, hospitals and agencies as it
ix From a governmental grand design.
Lesdership in the future, Bok predicted,
will prass to those who combine technical
competence with an ability to relate thelr

-
]
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priofessions and organizations im more
satishving ways to all with whom they
ooy in cornet. Thase wha lead o the
elfart, hae remarked will have the satisfae-
tion of helping to build more clvilized,
humane institutions, and those who gise-
coed in building more hsmane instis-
tions will find themselves in the forefrant
af bailding a better world. BEd Gresham
was such a bender,

Sclulthood hns |'||:|'_'r| .;||_-|"|-_||...;| |1:.'
Ernckson as the Hme whien ":.-|||| lesirn taw
oy whad amd whom YOI G |;|,h |_';|r|:-|_|F
o« o Lhat PASSARE N I i theat |_1'|rr|,'-;||,||;\-;i-. e
what in Himduwlam 13 called the adimie-
naRce .'.l_f'l‘.rh" werdd L .. @ ]'bt:||-:||_| im like im
which cowe commnes b rl,'.:_'u-ll,-,:”i',l_q-l |]|;|_1 |]|1l
IIl.I|]:|' 1||'\-|‘|r'|;.-! Il"“l."l.""‘"""!"' i b increase, by
w hatever in yiners {0 fwive, ik J_:l:-:Hl will
amid the |"|||{||!_'r vipdler Y socbor of the
waorld, ™

[t s b this ideal that Ed Gresham
ledicated his life—a life and a mam whom
Wl Ti |||.-|_l||||:.-|_':r wL|J| .Il_ll.ll_l_

[ wm sure that Ed woeuld join me in
wishing all of you who care for children,
geddepeed in your work, fulfillment of
g ELLE |,:IL'r!"i=':IIil.| ]IU].H.'E and s prrnkeen s —
anel those of children evervahers.

Yormis Toreen, MDD
Movember 4, 1880

I am sure that Ed would join
me in wishing all of you who
care for children, Godspeed
in your work, fulfillment of
your personal hopes and
aspirations — and those of
children everywhere.

Morris Green, M.D.
November 4, 1980
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Left Photo: Dr. Richard L. Schreiner

Right Photo: L to R: Dr. James A. Lemons and Dr. Richard L. Schreiner, 1984

Photos courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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HEMDETAL RESOLUTION
OK EEAATF OF
DE. EDMIN LEE GRESHAM
PROFESEOR OF PEDIATRICS
OF THE

THOTAMA IMTVERSTTY SCHMIL OF MEDICINE

Dr. Edfwin Lee Gresham, age 47, died on Woeember 1, 1980 atk ehe Tndians
Urniwaraicy Hospital Eollowing = brial illmess. Ab the time of his death, Dr.
Greaham wia Professor of Pediatrics at the Indiona University Schoal of
Hedicine and Director of Ehe Wewborn Speclal Caee Center at the James Whitconb
Biley Haspital For Childrenm. Tr. Greaham was born In Awrora, Indiama amd
returned there after gradeatisn from che Tndiana University Scheal of Medisine
to servs ar o general practiciemer from 1965-196T. Afrer a residency in
pediaceics at the Indizna Dniversity Wedical Center in 1969, Te. Cradham
conpleted 4 fellowship in peripetol medicine ot the University of Calarade
Medicol Center in 1971. He wed & Diplomace of the dmerican Board of
Padlatrica amd of its Sub-Hoard of Weonatal=-Perinaeal HWedizine. Tn the
written sxaminacics [er che Perimatal Beards, Or., Greshmm received che highaat
grade in the motion,

Ba wia o menbor of many professiomal groups incluoding Alpha Omega ALpha,
the Paripstsl Resesrch Seelaty, the Wotional Perinatal Assooiatiom, the
Amerbean Academy of Pediatrice, the American Medicsl Arsoclntion, the Rational
Foundation-Marsh of Dimes Kational Medical Service Advisery Covemicbon, the
Planning Committee of the HWational Perinatal Aspocilaticn and the Perinatal
Techmical Adviaory Commit®es of £he Ipdlana Stace Board of Healeh. Tir.
Greshan sme a eonsulcont to the Tndiana State Board of Healch, the Indiana

State Medicsl Association, the Tndiama Chapeer of che Anericon Academy of
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Padistrica and mamy other orgonizaticms cescerned with perinatal car=. In
1973 he was chosen Man of che Year by che Watiomal Foundation=March of Dimes.
Dr, Grechom was a feaquant somtributar tn the nedical literacues, sapesially
in the arear of pewbomm intensive care amd focsal mubeition.

Ir. Gresham intredueced a0 Rilay nmemerows immowations in health care—the
atate®s Firat ¢omprehennive peonatal care center, an Lnfersaciennl hec-1ine
For phyeicinne, o otate—wide soubarn transpasl pecvice, = newborn intensive
cake ambilance, an extsem=ive newborn follow=up program, a wide range of
cortirning medical aducation programs for physiclass and noeraes, programs of
parent participation and eduscation and numerous techoical advances.

Thw nation has lost a preeninent necnatologiac, Tndiama Ber foremost
champion For excellemes inm Che care of newborn infants, and the Riley ataff a
baloved friend and erteemed colleagae. Wrillianc, isdefatigaable and
imspiring, Dr. Greshem was tha pardon @mosf responsihle for the remorkable
adwances in necnabal eare that hawe been achievsd in Indianz in the last
decade. Wo one worked 25 tirelesslr os he to lmprove the cars af mesbocn
infants in this statep mo eme who had such am important impact on thele casa.
It ia mn exspgeratics Eo asy that because of Or. Gresham, thousands of sick
infante in this state now liwe; a legion of bables have hesn spared 1ifelong
handicap. He was a wary spacial atace rescurce,. His loss will be
incalsulable. He waa one of thase gilted men who have the ability o nake
their wision of the future the reality of todayp.

Be it resclwed that this memorial eeaalution Be presemted to the Facaltr
Coumcil of Indisna DOniversity=Pordos University st Indiomapolis, and that
copies be semt bto Mrs. Wanica Greshan, snd ce DOr. Greashem's son, Edwin, snd

daughter, Bremda.

HMorris Gresn, M. 0.

Elchard L. fchreiner, M. D

Jamen A, Lemans, M. D,

Courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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A
L: Newborn Intensive Care staff and Dr. Richard Schreiner  R: Dr. William Engle and Newborn Intensive Care staff

Caring for Newborns on the Riley Hospital Newborn Intensive Care Unit, ca. 1980s

Photos courtesy IUPUI University Library Special Collections and Archives
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