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Definitions

PHILANTHROPIC ORGANIZATIONS (POs): A form of non-market, non-state organizations outside
of the family that provide services for the public good. It includes, but is not limited to, the
following: foundations (grant-making, operating, corporate, community, or government
sponsored/created), community-based organizations and village associations, professional
associations, environmental groups, advocacy groups, co-operatives, charitable organizations,
faith-based organizations, mutual entities, labor unions, societies, research institutes, diasporic
organizations, online social-purpose portals, and transnational and cross-sectoral coalitions.

PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITIES: Philanthropic activities are extremely diverse when considered at the
global level. They include, but are not limited to, financial contributions, volunteering, collective
action, advocacy, grassroots and direct giving and helping, and new methods such as crowdfunding
and hybrid philanthropic activities (i.e., social impact bonds and social enterprises).

CROSS-BORDER PHILANTHROPY: Philanthropic activities in which the donor (individuals,

foundations, corporations, or religious organizations) and the beneficiary (individuals, foreign
POs, foreign intermediary organizations) are located in different countries. The term includes
donations to domestic POs in a given country that focus on broad categories of international causes,
such as foreign affairs, humanitarian assistance, international relations, promotion of international
understanding, and international solidarity.

Overview of Philanthropy in Uganda

Uganda, like many other African countries, has a long tradition of philanthropy that is mostly
influenced by culture and by religious practices. A significant percentage of giving in Uganda
happens informally and therefore remains largely undocumented (Pascal 2015). Local
philanthropy in Uganda focuses mostly on addressing immediate needs such as food, education,
health, access to social amenities, and empowerment of marginalized groups.

Environment for Cross-border Giving

Besides local giving, Uganda is also a recipient of global philanthropy resources. According to
an article by the Foundation Centre and Candid, the country has received a combined total of
USD 35.3 million since 2003 (Candid, 2020). This sum includes funds provided by philanthropy
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organizations to civil society organizations working in Uganda and those that were given to the
government.

RECEIVING CROSS-BORDER PHILANTHROPY

In the first quarter of 2020, the National Agriculture Research Organisation of Uganda (NARO)
received USD 300,000 to improve local diets and provide support to a farmer-led research
network from the Minneapolis-based McKnight Foundation (McKnight Foundation, 2020). This
grant will contribute towards the realization of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) of No Poverty (SDG 1) and Zero Hunger (SDG 2).

Given the need to leverage resources from outside Uganda, other foundations have devised ways
of securing registration in different jurisdictions. For instance, the Nnabegereka Foundation is
registered in Uganda and also in the United States as a 501c3 charity. Many philanthropy
focused organizations in Uganda exist in various forms. There is no specific law governing
foundations; they can be registered as NGOs under the NGO Act, a trust under the Trustee
Incorporation Act, or as companies limited by guarantee under the Companies Act. Uganda tax
laws provide various benefits for foundations, individuals and other local philanthropic
organizations under the income tax act.

CROSS-BORDER PHILANTHROPIC RESPONSES TO COVID 19

The COVID-19 pandemic has also provided a further impetus for the growth of widespread
philanthropic solidarity across Ugandan society, and Ugandans have managed to come together
and raise a significant amount of financial and in-kind response to the pandemic. According to
CivSource Africa (2020), an organization that promotes the growth of philanthropy in Uganda,
more than USD 4.5 million cash and various in-kind donations have been raised to date. Table 1
provides a some of the trends in giving in response to COVID-19.

TABLE 1: GIVING TOWARDS THE FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19 (MAY 2020-AUGUST 2020)

Amount Donated in USD Equivalent*

Donor Uganda Shilling

Afreximbank 760,000,000 200,000
United Bank of Africa 570,000,000 150,000
National Resistance Movement Party, NRM 380,000,000 100,000
Tri Star Energy Ltd 379,200,000 99,790
Sanlam Insurance 285,000,000 75,000
The Cabinet (Joint Contribution) 280,000,000 73,684
Diamond Trust Bank (DTB), Cash 250,000, 000 65,789
Leaf Tobacco Commaodities, (Meridian Tobacco) 250,000,000 65,789
Darling Company 200,000,000 52,632
Lebanese Community in Uganda Cash 200,000,000 52,632
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Owobusobozi Omukama Ruhanga Bisaka Cash 200,000,000 52,632
Tororo Cement Cash 200,000,000 52,632
Livestock Research Institute Cash 190,000,000 50,000
Bank of Uganda Cash 150,000,000 39,474
Mayuge Sugar Industries Cash 150,000,000 39,474
G.M Sugar Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Goodman Group of Companies Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Hajji Hassan Basajja Balaba Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Ham Foundation, aka Hammis Kiggundu Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Horyal Investments Holding Co /Atiak sugar Cash 100,000,000 26,316
House of Prayer Ministries Intnl, Pastor Bugingo Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Kamuli Sugar Ltd Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Karibuni Lounge Cash 100,000,000 26,316
King Mulenga Augustus Ceasor Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Modern Distillers Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Mota Engil Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Nile Agro Industries Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Pearl Marina Estates Ltd Cash 100,000,000 26,316
Riham, Hariss International Ltd 100,000,000 26,316
Stanbic Bank 100,000,000 26,316
Tembo Steels Limited 100,000,000 26,316
Tyrexpress (U) Ltd 100,000,000 26,316
Uganda Baati Ltd 100,000,000 26,316
Yogi Steels & Millennium Tiles 100,000,000 26,316

Source: CivSource Africa. (2020). Generosity in the Time of COVID-19: Volume 3.
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/593eal0db8a79bc4102e122f/t/5f45e157f5e5f93a31a1c5¢9/15984153934
20/Giving+Report+Vol.3-25th+August+2020.pdf

*Bank of Uganda exchange rates as at USD 1 = UGX 3,800 28 May, 2020

Environment for Philanthropy

COLLABORATIVE AND REGULATORY

The East Africa Philanthropy Network (EAPN) is the main coordinating platform for
organizations engaged in philanthropy across East Africa. The EAPN in partnership with the
Independent Development Fund (IDF), DENIVA and GoBig Hub facilitated the establishment of
the Uganda National Philanthropy Forum whose objectives are to share best practices, enhance
the operating environment for philanthropy in Uganda and also to generate knowledge on
philanthropy practices in Uganda.

CivSource Africa, a philanthropy support organization, is engaged in efforts to raise the profile
of philanthropy in Uganda. Recently, it carried out surveys aimed at understanding trends and
ways in which people are giving in these times of COVID-19. In the report, they collate stories
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and interviews taken from individuals and organizations, that shared and gave, during the time of
the COVID-19 lockdown in Uganda.

According to the report, there has been a dramatic increase in giving. The CivSource report is
contributing towards a broadening of the framing of philanthropy beyond money. They take the
3Ts approach to philanthropy: donation of time, talent and treasure. The organization has
established platforms for reflection on the various dimensions of giving and thinking through
ways in which local giving can be strengthened.

SOURCES

Community philanthropy is common, especially in rural areas where members come together to
form associations/groups to collectively address common socio-economic challenges in their
communities. Many African communities are characterized by various forms of solidarity which
range from asset and labour pooling during seasons of agricultural production, provision of
welfare to each other in times of famine or bereavement. Thus, at its core, the idea of a
community also includes norms and forms of solidarity.

Alongside these community-based norms of solidarity there has also emerged a number of big
philanthropic initiatives established by local entrepreneurs, sports personalities and members of
the royal family. Table 2 provides a snapshot of foundations established by locals in Uganda.

TABLE 2: SNAPSHOT OF FOUNDATIONS IN UGANDA

Name of Foundation Type of Foundation Founder Thematic Areas of Focus
Muljibhai Madhvani Foundation Own Muliibhai
uljibhai
https://www.madhvanifoundation.c | resources/supported F J'I Education (scholarships)
ami
om/ by parent company y

Connected to Royal

. Family- raises . .
Nnabegereka Foundation Queen Sylvia Youth, women, children,
resources locally and .
https://www.nnabagereka.org/ . . Nagginda development
globally- registered in

Uganda and the USA
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Kabaka Foundation
http://www.buganda.com/kabakafd.

htm#tback

Charitable trust
registered as a non-
government
organization

Relief of poverty, sickness and
distress; uplift children, women,
the weak, the vulnerable, the
disadvantaged and the
handicapped,

health,

education,

flora, and fauna

Patrick and Carol Bitature
Foundation
http://www.thesimbagroup.com/po

rtfolio/patrick-bitature-foundation/#

Charity organization

Patrick and
Carol Bitature

Education and life-saving health
care initiatives in disadvantaged
communities

Joyce Kaffoko Foundation
https://www.civsourceafrica.com/gi

ving-stories-blog

Registered as a
company limited by
guarantee (non-

Joyce Kaffoko

Disadvantaged children

ernal&path=%2FGood-African-
Coffee-Ltd-
119059329563%2Fabout%2F

profit)
Brian White Foundation Non-profit . . Youth empowerment and
. . L Brian White L
https://bryanwhitefoundation.org/ Organization rehabilitation
. . Charitable non-Profit .
Ruparelia Foundation o Dr. Sudhir L . .
. . organization . Improved livelihoods in society
http://rupareliafoundation.org/ Ruparelia
Good African Coffee . .
Good African Coffee gives 50
https://www.facebook.com/Good- ] )
. percent of its net profits to the
African-Coffee-Ltd- L ]
. . ) Andrew community via sustainable
119059329563/about/?ref=page_int | Social enterprises ) )
Rugasira community empowerment

projects

Soul foundation
https://www.souluganda.org/

Registered 501(c)(3)
charitable
organization and a
non-profit
organization

Brooke Stern,
Kenneth Stern

Education, women's
empowerment, food security,
maternal health

sponsorship

The Muljibhai Madhvani Foundation, established in 1967 in memory of Muljibhai Prabhudas
Madhvani, is the oldest foundation operational in Uganda. According to the foundation’s
website, one of the foundation's primary objectives is to maintain and promote scientific and
technical education among the people of Uganda (Madhvani Foundation, 2020). It is mostly
funded by the parent company, the Madhvani Group of Companies.
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Local wealthy Ugandans such as Sudhir Ruparelia, Patrick Bitature, the late Amiral Karmali and
many others either established foundations or are actively engaged in giving towards various
charities using their own resources.

Sudhir Ruparelia, Uganda’s richest man, established the Ruparelia Foundation with a vision to
create a positive and transformative change in the community (Forbes, 2015). The foundation
does not have an endowment and receives annual donations. According to audited financial
statements, the founder has donated UGX 305 million (USD 80,000) over a period of five years
(Ruparelia Foundation, 2020).

One of Uganda’s first-generation business-persons, Patrick Bitature, has established together
with his wife the Patrick and Carol Bitature Foundation. The flagship initiative of their
foundation is the “Project 500K,” which is working to set up the next generation of business
leaders to succeed and grow Uganda’s economy.

TRENDS

There are also other social leaders such as Joyce Kaffoko, founder of a foundation named after
her, that have leveraged their good names to secure support for the poor and elderly. The royal
family of the Buganda nation is also actively involved in philanthropy.

The Kabaka Foundation was established by the royal family to promote and support cultural,
educational, economic and social projects for the benefit of the Buganda people (Kabaka
Foundation, 2020).

The current queen (Nnabegereka) of the Buganda people, Sylvia Nagginda (married to Kabaka
Muwenda Mutebi) has also established the Nnabegereka Foundation which is focused on
rethinking development through leveraging culture and tradition for development and making a
difference in the lives of children, youth and women (Nnabegereka Development Foundation,
2020).

The number of social entrepreneurs is growing and creating a significant philanthropy footprint.
One of the most famous within this cohort is Andrew Rugasira, founder of Good African Coffee
(GAC). The GAC is the first African-owned, vertically-integrated coffee manufacturer with
direct access to the European and US markets. The organization reinvests 50 percent of its profits
into the Kasese community where the coffee is produced (Adams, 2013). Very few corporations
or high net worth individuals reinvest more than 10 percent of their earnings into their
philanthropy (African Grantmakers Network, 2013).

Recommendations for Improved Philanthropy

There is limited systematic tracking of funds within Uganda. The COVID-19 pandemic
potentially provides for an opportunity to:
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—#
e prioritize philanthropy, especially local giving as a strategic sector for Uganda’s
development
e improve transparency and accountability on giving by ensuring that donated resources are
effectively utilized, and the impact thereof is adequately communicated
e develop systems and mechanism for tracking and where possible encouraging giving
¢ identify and resolve policy-based constraints that are potentially limiting giving

e identify potential catalysts for local philanthropy and deliberately expose them to global
best practice.

Admittedly the policy framework around tax-based incentives and exemptions is in place but the
institutional framework to motivate giving is inadequate.

References

Adams, Tim. (2013, February 16). Andrew Rugasira: can coffee transform lives in Africa? The
Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/feb/17/andrew-
rugasira-interview-good-african-
coffee?fbclid=IwAR3UupfaltwUWTxzK2nKvtFSx2HFS-V4fJyADTOIXni5SA0A0 Eyt-
NsSXt8

African Grantmakers Network. (2013). Sizing the field: Frameworks for a new narrative of
African philanthropy. https://www.issuelab.org/resources/15190/15190.pdf

Candid. (2020, April 4). McKnight Foundation awards $20.4 million in Q1 grants. Philanthropy
News Daily. https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mcknight-foundation-awards-20.4-
million-in-g1-grants? ga=2.176116258.1670525146.1588668462-
1957341148.1588062830

CivSource Africa. (2020). Generosity in the Time of COVID-19: Volume 3.
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/593eal0db8a79bc4102e122f/t/5f45e157f5e5f93a31
a1¢5c9/1598415393420/Giving+Report+Vol.3-25th+Auqust+2020.pdf

Forbes. (2015, November 18). #27 Sudhir Ruparelia. Forbes.
https://www.forbes.com/profile/sudhir-ruparelia/?sh=3458d1ae2507

Kabaka Foundation. (2020). Website. http://www.buganda.com/kabakafd.htm#back

Madhvani Foundation. (2020). Website. https://www.madhvanifoundation.com/

McKnight Foundation. (2020). Website. https://www.mcknight.org/

Nnabegereka Development Foundation. (2020). Website. https://www.nnabagereka.org/

GLOBAL PHILANTHROPY TRACKER 2020 | UGANDA 7


https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/feb/17/andrew-rugasira-interview-good-african-coffee?fbclid=IwAR3UupfaItwUWTxzK2nKvtFSx2HFS-V4fJyADTOlxni5AOAo_Eyt-NsSXt8
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/feb/17/andrew-rugasira-interview-good-african-coffee?fbclid=IwAR3UupfaItwUWTxzK2nKvtFSx2HFS-V4fJyADTOlxni5AOAo_Eyt-NsSXt8
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/feb/17/andrew-rugasira-interview-good-african-coffee?fbclid=IwAR3UupfaItwUWTxzK2nKvtFSx2HFS-V4fJyADTOlxni5AOAo_Eyt-NsSXt8
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/feb/17/andrew-rugasira-interview-good-african-coffee?fbclid=IwAR3UupfaItwUWTxzK2nKvtFSx2HFS-V4fJyADTOlxni5AOAo_Eyt-NsSXt8
https://www.issuelab.org/resources/15190/15190.pdf
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mcknight-foundation-awards-20.4-million-in-q1-grants?_ga=2.176116258.1670525146.1588668462-1957341148.1588062830
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mcknight-foundation-awards-20.4-million-in-q1-grants?_ga=2.176116258.1670525146.1588668462-1957341148.1588062830
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mcknight-foundation-awards-20.4-million-in-q1-grants?_ga=2.176116258.1670525146.1588668462-1957341148.1588062830
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/593ea10db8a79bc4102e122f/t/5f45e157f5e5f93a31a1c5c9/1598415393420/Giving+Report+Vol.3-25th+August+2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/593ea10db8a79bc4102e122f/t/5f45e157f5e5f93a31a1c5c9/1598415393420/Giving+Report+Vol.3-25th+August+2020.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/profile/sudhir-ruparelia/?sh=3458d1ae2507
http://www.buganda.com/kabakafd.htm#back
https://www.madhvanifoundation.com/
https://www.mcknight.org/
https://www.nnabagereka.org/

—#
Nsehe, Mfonobong. (2019, May 15). Ugandan tycoon Sudhir Ruparelia completes $300 million
Kingdom Kampala building. Forbes.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2019/05/15/ugandan-tycoon-sudhir-
ruparelia-completes-300-million-kingdom-kampala-building/?sh=60d38afd4632

Pascal, O. (2015). Philanthropy in Uganda, in Catherine Mwendwa (ed.) Uganda National
Philanthropy Forum ‘Achieving more; harnessing the power of philanthropy in Uganda’
report. EAAG.

Ruparelia Foundation. (2020). Annual Audit Reports. https://rupareliafoundation.org/about-
us/annual-audit-report/

GLOBAL PHILANTHROPY TRACKER 2020 | UGANDA 8


https://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2019/05/15/ugandan-tycoon-sudhir-ruparelia-completes-300-million-kingdom-kampala-building/?sh=60d38afd4632
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2019/05/15/ugandan-tycoon-sudhir-ruparelia-completes-300-million-kingdom-kampala-building/?sh=60d38afd4632
https://rupareliafoundation.org/about-us/annual-audit-report/
https://rupareliafoundation.org/about-us/annual-audit-report/



