


















































































































































Notes to Pages 26 - 33 

25 Benton, Wabash Trade Route, 59. In the primary and secondary 
material that I have read, I have been unable to determine who 
made the decision that allowed or sanctioned this method of 
constructing the canals in Indiana, one section at a time. 
Ultimately, this uncoordinated execution of a well-ordered 
plan created delays in the opening of stretches of the canal 
and doomed the Central Canal, except for a section between 
Broad Ripple and Indianapolis, to oblivion. 

Chapter 3. The Benefits 

1 Goodrich, ed. Canals, 241. Chapter 5, written by Harvey H. 
Segal, deals in great detail with the economic effect canals 
had on lowering the price of transportation and the ultimate 
impact this had on the prices paid by c.onsumers in the 
developing regions of the Midwest. Segal uses various 
cost/benefit models in developing his argument. 

2 Fatout, Indiana Canals, 39-41, 82. 

3 Benton, Wabash Trade Route, 48; Illustrated Atlas, 256. 

4 11 Governor's Message to the General Assembly, 11 Documentary 
Journal, 183 8. Two problems plagued the canal land sales 
program throughout its lifetime: overestimation of the worth 
per acre by the decision makers and the lengthy period of time 
allowed for payment of the balance due. 

5 11 Trustees Report, Statement No. 14, 11 Documentary Journal, 
1854-55. 

6 Harlow, Old Towpaths, 275; Newcomer, 11 Internal Improvement 
Bonds, 11 108. Scrip was used for many purposes, all of them 
detrimental to the financial health of the canal. By the mid-
1840s, scrip was acceptable for payments on canal lands, for 
payment of other state debts, for tolls, and materials for 
constructing the canal. 

7 Logansport Democratic Pharos, 11 Cash Prices Current 11 
I 3 

August 1844, 2 October 1844, and 23 April 1845; 11 Report to the 
Commissioners, 11 Documentary Journal, 1842. 

8 11 Population by Counties, Table II 11 and 11 Population of Civil 
Divisions Less Than Counties, 11 Table III, Ninth Census of the 
United States, 1870. The numbers from the 1840 and 1850 census 
reflect the enumerations of Miami County in its entirety. The 
1870 census lists Peru separately from other townships in the 
county for both 1850 and 1860. This allows closer examination 
of that location and eliminates the effect of county growth. 
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Notes to Pages 33 - 42 

9 Table II, Ninth Census, 1870. 

10 Table II, Ninth Census, 1870. 

11 Table III, Ninth Census, 1870. 

12 Fatout, Indiana Canals, 118, 149-153; Table III, Ninth 
Census, 1870. 

13 Goodrich, ed., Canals, 157-158. 

14 Robert Kingsbury, An Atlas of Indiana (Bloomington, Ind.: 
Indiana University Foundation, 1970), 30. 

15 Fatout, Indiana Canals, 56; Harlow, Old To~aths, 267. 

16 Logansport Canal Telegraph, 12 April 1834; Fetter, History 
of Miami County, 365. 

17 Archives Section, Commission on Public Records, State of 
Indiana, 140 North Senate Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 
(hereinafter cited as ISA) . Box A5838 - File/ Contracts and 
Agreements. These contracts have been organized by canal and 
section by one of the archivists. They contain a wealth of 
information on the amounts of labor that actually were 
expended on sections of the canal and cost factors for various 
canal structures. 

18 "Report of the Superintendent, 
Documentary Journal, 1842-1853. 

East of Tippecanoe, " 

19 Combination Atlas/Map of Cass County Indiana (Chicago, Ill.: 
Kingman Bros., 1876), 11; Thomas B. Helm, The History of Cass 
County (Chicago, Ill.: Brant and Fuller, 1886), 286-289. 

20 "Resident Engineer's Report Superintendent's Report, " 
Documentary Journal, 1852-1854; ISA, Box A5838 File/ 
Contracts and Agreements. This file contains contracts made by 
the respective superintendents with local contractors to 
repair or replace structures along the canal. Water mills, 
dams, locks, and bridges headed the list of those items most 
often repaired. 

21 Fatout, Indiana Canals, 57-58; Leslie C. Swanson, Canals of 
Mid-America (Moline, Ill.: New Editions Publishing, Inc., 
1984), 17; Harry N. Scheiber, Ohio Canal Era: A Case Study of 
Government and the Economy, 1820-1861 (Athens, Ohio: Ohio 
University Press, 1969), 190. 
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Notes to Pages 43 - 50 

22 H. W. Beckwith, History of Fountain County (Chicago, Ill.: 
H. H. Hill and N. Iddings, 1881), 174-175; Louis C. Hunter, 
Steamboats on the Western Rivers (New York: Octagon Books, 
1969) 1 659. 

23 Orders, Rules, Regulations and Rates of Toll (Terre Haute, 
Ind.: Office of the Board of Trustees, 1847), 22-23. 

24 Ibid. 

25 Ibid.; Meyer, Transportation Before 1860, 189-192. 

26 Fetter, Miami County, 364. 

27 Logansport Democratic Pharos, 18 August 1839; Logansport 
1840 Canal Telegraph; Peru Gazette, 5 October 1839, 13 June 
1840, and 30 October 1841; Illustrated Atlas, 237. 

28 "Report of the State Auditor," Documentary Journal, 1841-42, 
1846 and 1853-54. There are gaps in information for various 
counties throughout the 1840s and 1850s. 

29 "Report of the State Auditor, " Documentary Journal, 1852, 
1853, and 1854. 

30 "Report of the State Auditor," Documentary Journal, 1841-42, 
1846, 1852, 1853, and 1854. 

31 "Report of the State Auditor," Documentary Journal, 1853 and 
1854. 

32 Teaford, "Public Power Development, " 14; "Report of the 
Board of Internal Improvements," Documentary Journal, 1837. 

33 Jane R. Nolan, "Grain Milling In Indiana: ·The Evolution of 
Milling Technology and the Impact on the Industry in Indiana, 
1800-1910," (Master's Thesis, IUPUI, 1992), 57-60. 

34 "Superintendent Report, East of Tippecanoe," 1845 and 
"Report of the Engineer Appointed to Examine and Gauge Water 
Power on the Wabash and Erie Canal, 1846," Documentary 
Journal, 1846; Teaford, "Public Power Development," 17-19. A 
report by an engineer, John Cleveland, reenforced earlier 
beliefs that water power was an added benefit of the canal­
building endeavor and that communities were deriving real 
worth from the canal. Teaford argues that the production of 
water or hydraulic power by the state was a major factor in 
the creation of manufacturing industries that would follow in 
the development process. 
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Notes to Pages 50 - 57 

35 Potawattimie and Miami Times, July, Augus·t, and November, 
1831. 

36 Peru Gazette, 20 July 1838, 15 October 1838, and 27 November 
1839. 

37 Cass County Times, 10 January 1831 and 13 December 1831. 
Logansport Herald, 7 August 1837, 12 April 1838, and 4 October 
1838. 

38 Logansport Herald, 8 January 1840 and 2 December 1840; 
Logansport Democratic Pharos, 14 August 1844, 2 October 1844, 
and 30 April 1845; Logansport Canal Telegraph, 14 March 1840, 
and 19 June 1841. 

39 Johnson, Shopkeeper's Millennium, 22-25; Scheiber, Ohio 
Canal Era, 191. I could find no direct evidence linking 
available consumer goods in the Wabash River Valley 
communities and decreases in subsistence-level housekeeping 
activities, like making clothes or candles, but it seems 
reasonable that this occurred. 

40 Alfred D. Chandler, Jr., The Visible Hand (eambridge, Mass.: 
Harvard University Press, 1977), 24. 

41 Charles Hadfield, World Canals: Inland Navigation Past and 
Present (New York: Facts on File Publications, 1986), 313. The 
historian Hadfield refers to is Ralph D. Gray, a noted author 
who has written extensively on the significance of canals in 
general and their importance to the history of Indiana in 
particular. 

42 Peru Observer, 3 August 1844; Logansport 
September 1844; Logansport Democratic Pharos, 
1844. 

43 Logansport Canal Telegraph, 26 June 1848. 

Herald, 19 
10 February 

44 Logansport Cass County Times, 14 July 1835; Logansport 
Democratic Pharos, 7 May 1845 and 21 May 1845. 

45 Logansport Canal Telegraph, 1 March 1841 and 26 June 1848. 

46 Peru Gazette, 24 August 1839; Logansport Democratic Pharos, 
7 February 1855. 

47 Ibid. 

48 "Census of Manufactures, Production by Counties," Table III. 
Sixth Census of the United States, 1840. 
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Notes to Pages 58 - 67 

49 "Agricultural Census", Table VII and "Census of 
Manufactures," Table IV. Eighth Census of the United States, 
1860. 

50 "Report of the Superintendent, East of Tippecanoe", 
Documentary Journal, 1845, 1846, 1847, and 1852. 

51 "Report of the Superintendent, 
Documentary Journal, 1854. 

52 Peru Gazette, 20 July 1839. 

East of Tippecanoe, 

53 "Report of the Superintendent, East of Tippecanoe," 
Documentary Journal, 1847; Dwight W. Hoover, A Pictorial 
History of Indiana, (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University 
Press, 1980), 71. 

54 Charles 0. Paullin, Atlas of the Historical Geography of the 
United States (Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institute and The 
American Geographical Society, 1932), Plates 138 A, B, and C. 

55 Victor M. Bogle, "Railroad Building In Indiana, 1850-1855," 
Indiana Magazine of History 58 (1962): 226. 

Chapter 4 Conclusion 

1 Hunter, Steamboats, 39; Meyer, Transportation Before 1860, 
611 8 7 • 

2 Goodrich, ed. Canals, 222-223. 

3 Peru Herald, 1845-1847. 

4 Logansport Herald, 1837-1839. 

5 "Internal Improvements in Indiana, " 
History III (March 1907): 175. 

Indiana Magazine of 

6 Teaford, "Public Power Development," 22. 

7 Bogle, "Railroad Building," 215. 

8 Goodrich, ed. Canals, 245. 
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