
NEWSLETTER 

The 2010 International Festival provided  
the opportunity for thousands of visitors to 
experience, taste and learn about cultures 
from over fifty immigrant groups and vari-
ous international organizations from in and 
around Indianapolis.  Once again there was 
an abundance of food, dancing, and music 
for all to enjoy.  GENI partnered with the 
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Annual GAW Postcard Contest Results! 



 Feb. 3-5 – 41st Annual HASTI Confer-
ence at the Indiana Convention Center:  
HASTI rises to the New Standards in Sci-
ence Education.  Details 

 Feb. 22 – Deadline for Indiana Map 
Poster Competition presented by the 
Indiana Geographic Information Council.  
College and K-12 divisions.  Details 

Mar. 1-2 – 2011 Indiana GIS Confer-
ence at the Horizon Convention Center in 
Muncie.  Details 

Apr. 12-16 – Association of American 
Geographers annual meeting in Seattle, 
Washington.  Details 

Apr. 1—Indiana State Geographic Bee 
to be held at IUPUI for top 100 qualifiers 
from 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. Contact Kathy 
K o z e n s k i ,  ( 3 1 7 ) 2 7 4 - 8 8 7 9 /
geni@iupui.edu, for details. 

Apr. 29-30—GENI planning meeting.  
Contact the main office if interested in 
attending at Fort Harrison State Park Inn, 
Golf Resort, & Conference Center 

Apr. 16—National History Day Contest 
in Indiana at Marion University.  For 
more information, visit the Indiana His-
torical Society website. 

 June 27-30—GENI 4-Day Intensive 
Summer Fie ldwork Inst i tute 
(geography basics).  See page 6.  If you 
have questions, contact the GENI Main 
Office. 

Calendar of Events 
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 Interactive Social Studies Classroom—
Thinkfinity offers some of the best inter-
active games and websites that are spe-
cifically designed for the Social Studies 
curriculum. 

 Analemma—Find out everything about 
an Analemma and how to use it! 

 Environmental Literacy Council—
website offers over 1000 pages of back-
ground information and resources on en-
vironmental topics, along with curricular 
materials and textbook reviews. 

 Weathering and Erosion—great video 
to help students fully understand the 2 
terms. 

 Bottle vs. Tap? - worksheet looks at eco-
nomics and environmental impact of 
drinking bottled water over tap water. 

 GLOBE Program—Global Learning 
and Observations to Benefit the Environ-
ment hands-on program for primary and 
secondary school-based science and edu-
cation program. 

 

 Box City —Box City is a hands-on, in-
terdisciplinary experience in community 
planning and design. The Box City proc-
ess was developed by CUBE, the Center 
for Understanding the Built Environment.   
Go to 
http://www.architects.org/documents/edu
cation/lbd/DetailsBoxCity.pdf  for more 
info  or 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGY-
7TzRJMs to watch the building in pro-
gress. 

 Understanding Time Zones Activity:  
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
geobee/study-corner/activity-10/ 

 Why Geography Matters by Google 
Earth —  A look behind the scenes why 
g e o g r a p h y  m a t t e r s .   h t t p : / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=PPGuhJe6Qao 

  Definition of Geography: A YouTube 
clip by IUPUI’s Professor of Geography, 
R o b e r t  L .  B e c k . . .  h t t p : / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=k2bPExUVdew 
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 The results are in, and after receiving a 
record number of postcard entries in 2010, 
GENI would like to share the top four winners 
with you!  Entries were to represent the theme 
for Geography Awareness Week 2010:  Fresh-
water.  On the front page of the newsletter, you 
saw the Grand Prize winner and winner of the 
grades 6-8 category, created by Thomas Win-
ternheimer, from Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic School in Indianapolis.  Thomas will 
receive a geography prize package, a $50 cash 
prize, and copies of his postcard in print.  Cop-
ies of the postcard will also be shared with the 
school. 
 Each student placing first in each of the 
other three grade categories will receive a ge-
ography prize package and their teachers will 
also receive prize packages.  A special thanks 
goes out to all who participated in 2010 and we 
encourage everyone to consider having their 
students participate in our contest for Geogra-
phy Awareness Week 2011.  The theme will be 
announced as soon as we get word from the 
National Geographic Society. 
 First place in the K-2 category went to 
Chloe Bunton, a kindergartner at Smith Ele-
mentary School in Martinsville.  [Description:  
All over our earth we need water-deserts, 
grasslands, polars-everywhere!]   
 The 3-5 category was won by Alex 
Woods, a fifth grader from Lumen Christi 
Catholic School in Indianapolis.  [Description:  
Freshwater is a very important part of today’s 
society.  Not only does it give us drink, it also 
holds all the beloved animals that live there.  If 
there wasn’t fresh water today, we probably 
wouldn’t be around.]   
 The 9-12 category was won by Olivia 
Fines, a tenth grader from White River Valley 
High School in Switz.  [Description:  We 
should preserve our lakes and rivers.  They are 
beautiful and full of wildlife. We really need to 
enjoy and cherish our freshwater and all of 
nature because if its gone, we will be soon be 
gone as well.] 
 Visit the GENI website to see additional 
honorable mentions from each of the catego-
ries. 

K-2 Category Winner 2010 

3-5 Category Winner 2010 

9-12 Category Winner 2010 
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Nationalities Council  to bring the Giant Traveling Map 
of Asia for visitors to explore the continent.  As seen in 
the pictures, many enjoyed the experience of “walking 
across the continent”, as well as exploring and sharing 
their traditional dress of their homeland.  
     Be sure to visit the Festival this year, Nov. 17-20, 

The Giant Traveling Map (GTM) of Asia was a huge suc-
cess when it made a return visit to Indiana this past fall.  
Students from various areas of the state were able to 
“walk about” Asia while staying at school.  The GTM 
arrived in Goshen on October 20th and traveled around 
the state via mini-vans, trucks, and cargo vans.  The map 
finally made its way to the Evansville –Vanderburgh 
County Public Library  November 25-December 10.  
Throughout the six weeks Asia was in Indiana,  approxi-
mately 25,000 students, parents, and teachers walked 
across the map from the Ural Mountains to Mt. Fuji.  
Comments from students and parents alike ranged from, 
“This is so cool!” to “Awesome”.    
 Some of the activities done on the map included ex-
ploring the extremes of the continent from the highest 
point of Mt. Everest to the lowest point around the Dead 
Sea.  Students could visualize the high population density 
of Asia and compare different countries by using various 
ancillary objects from the trunk, such as stackable bricks 
to show percentage of population in ten select countries. 
Or using the country cards, students could form a line 
from smallest to largest of country population and/or land 
area.  Using cones and coordinate cards, students gathered 
at their base camps to race to locate all of their coordi-
nates on the map by walking the latitude and longitude 
lines.   
 GENI will host both the Giant Traveling maps of 
North America and South  America in the Fall, 2011.  
Contact GENI office if interested in borrowing either of 
the maps. 

Giant Asia Map Made Return Visit to Indiana 

International Festival continued from page 1 

Why Geography Education Matters 
with Joe Kerski 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESHQh2WFTJM 

 Joe Kerski is the president of NCGE.  Go 
to the web address above to begin obtaining  
daily video shorts about geography.  There 

are a variety of topics and lengths.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESHQh2WFTJM�
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 It is with great honor that I introduce myself to you, members of the Geography Educators Network of 
Indiana, as the new Social Studies Specialist at the Department of Education.  On November 1st, 2010, I started 
my journey in supporting the elementary and secondary social studies teachers and organizations in the state of 
Indiana.  Having served as a secondary social studies teacher and instructional coach for social studies, I aspire 
to create a collaborative partnership with teachers and other stakeholders as 
we all work to offer students meaningful and engaging educational experi-
ences.  Clear communication is critical in developing this collaborative part-
nership.  In that spirit, I want to share with GENI members goals set out by the 
Department of Education for social studies in the 2011 year: 

1. Implement the Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/
Social Studies.  These standards can be found on the following Depart-
ment of Education website link:  

http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/PrintLibrary/
commonCoreSocialStudies.shtml 

1. Boost engagement and inquiry in the social studies through varying meth-
ods of instruction, such as project-based learning or disciplinary literacy. 

2. Recognize an effort of 15 states and 15 professional organizations in the 
social studies that has begun preliminary discussions concerning the devel-
opment of common standards.  The National Council for Geographic Edu-
cation is a participating organization in this work. 

To ensure open lines of communication, please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments or 
concerns you may have or join my Learning Connection community through the Department of Education’s 
website titled “Social Studies Collaborative”.  Access to the Learning Connection is free and will serve our 
efforts as we work together to support our students.  The link below will guide you to the opening page where 
you may create a free account and begin joining communities from around the state and in a variety of disci-
plines. 

https://learningconnection.doe.in.gov/Login.aspx?ret=/default.aspx 
Once again, it is my honor to serve in this Specialist role on behalf of all social studies stakeholders.  I 

hope to do great things here at the Department of Education with the help of all. 

 Courtney Cabrera 

 Social Studies Specialist, Indiana Department of Education 
 151 W. Ohio Street          (317) 232-9044 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204         ccabrera@doe.in.gov 

New Social Studies Specialist at the Department of Education - 
Courtney Cabrera 

2011 INDIANA STATE GEOGRAPHIC BEE - APRIL 1st 
The top 100 Indiana finalists in the National Geographic Bee will travel to IUPUI for the state finals.  The winner of 
the state competition will then travel to Washington, D.C. in May to compete against all the other state and US terri-

tory winners.  If interested in volunteering to help at the Indiana State Bee, please contact the 
Main Office. 
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Registration Fee includes: 
 Overnight accommodations 

(tentatively:  cots inside 2 nights and 
tents outside 1 night) 

 All meals & snacks from breakfast on 
Monday through lunch on Thursday 

 All equipment and transportation needs 
once on site (bring your own sleeping 
bag and pillow) 

 Resource materials to take back to your 
classroom 

Beavers, Guns & Whiskey: 
Cultural & Physical Heritage of 

North Central Indiana 

FOR: Grades 3-12 Educators 
     If interested K-2 teacher, contact GENI Office 

 

WHEN: June 27-30, 2011 

WHERE: Goshen, Indiana 

 

REGISTRATION FEE: $25 GENI Members/$50 non-members 
 

Two graduate credits will be offered through IUSB.  For those needing 
Professional Growth Points, up to 30 points can be provided. 
 

Participants must provide own transportation to and from the workshop site. 

SPONSORED BY THE GEOGRAPHY 
EDUCATORS’ NETWORK OF INDIANA 

Visit www.iupui.edu/~geni for a 
registration form or contact us at 

317-274-8879 / geni@iupui.edu 

Some Highlights -  
 Environmental Studies (Landuse Progression, Stream bank Studies, etc.) 
 Field Work with Flora and Fauna, including  Trapper Reenactment 
 Connecting Past, Present, and Future Geographical Perspectives 
 Orienteering, Topo Maps, GPS 
 Night Hike and Celestial Navigation 
 Visit to Merry Lea Nature Center 

Requirements: 
 Attendance for all 4 days of the Institute 
 Participation in all activities, including 

field work, canoeing and camping (1 
night) 

 All participants will submit a new re-
source to GENI from approved list (ie-
video, book review, PowerPoint, podcast, 
lesson plan, etc.) 

 Additional requirements for graduate 
credit option 

 

BACK TO BASICS 
Summer Institute 



Introducing the GeoLit Connection to the GENI newsletter.  This is an area of the newsletter to bridge the disciplines of 
geography and language arts. If you would like to share your favorite geography book with others, please follow the out-
line of this review and send to geni@iupui.edu.  This and other book reviews can be found at www.iupui.edu/~geni in the 
resource section of Geography and History of the World tab.   

The Book Thief 
 

Book Review by Kathy Kozenski 

 

Title:  The Book Thief 

 

Author: Markus Zusak 

 

Author Information:  Mr. Zusak is an Australian author whose mother was German and father was Austrian.  He grew 
up hearing stories from his mother about Nazi Germany, the bombing of Munich, and of Jews being marched through 
the small German town where his mother grew up.  Listening to his mother’s stories inspired him to write The Book 
Thief.   

 

Mr. Zusak wrote his first book at the age of sixteen, and he published his first book at the age of twenty-three.  Mr. 
Zusak also enjoys watching movies and surfing. 

 

Illustrator:  Trudy White 

 

Illustrator Information:  Ms. White is a native of Melbourne, Australia where she likes to move residences often to 
experience various city neighborhoods.  She left high school early to study art and design.  Ms. White also authors chil-
dren’s books, such as Could You? Would You?, and young adult books. 

 

Publishing Information:  ISBN 978-0-375-84220-7; Alfred A. Knopf (A Random House, Inc. trademark), New York, 
2005; paperback and hardback available 

 

Theme:  World War II, Nazi Germany, Holocaust, language arts (simile, metaphor…), empathy 

 

Number of Pages:  552 

 

Target Audience:  The content of the book is appropriate for upper middle school and high school; yet, the words may 
be a bit overwhelming for a middle school student. 

 

Brief Description:  Focus on World War II Nazi Germany from the perspective of a young girl (aged 10-15) as told by 
the spirit of Death, who is fascinated by humans.  A young, illiterate girl from a Communist family comes to live with a 
German (Nazi, but, secretly, not supportive of the Nazi regime and methods) family in a small town outside of Munich.  
The girl, Liesel, learns to read and write with the help of her beloved foster father and becomes obsessed with books.  As 
the War progresses, economic times become very severe for everyone; Liesel grows and gains friends and understands 
poverty.  Soon, a young Jewish man arrives to be hidden by the family in the basement.  The family learns to live a dou-
ble life, and Liesel learns about the happenings in Germany and beyond. 

 

http://www.iupui.edu/~ghw/resources.html�
http://www.iupui.edu/~ghw/resources.html�


The book is an amazing tale, yet, the use of language is beyond expectations.  On almost every page, words are utilized 
to convey a deeper understanding of the people and times.  For example, as her small neighborhood hid in a bomb shel-
ter…”The cold hands melted into the warm ones, and in some cases, the feeling of another human pulse was transported.  
It came through the layers of pale, stiffened skin.” (page 375) Or in another chapter about Liesel looking for her Jewish 
friend, Max, “…hair like twigs.  That’s what it looks like when it hasn’t been washed.  Look out for hair like twigs and 
swampy eyes and a kindling beard… The book thief stepped onto the road.  Never had movements been such a burden.  
Never had a heart been so definite and big in her adolescent chest.” (page 509)  Or another thought from Death, “I 
climbed through the windshield of the truck, found the diseased man, and jumped out the back.  His soul was skinny.  
His beard was a ball and chain.  My feet landed loudly in the gravel, though not a sound was heard.  But they could all 
smell me.” (page 389) 

 

Your Opinion:   The book was an amazing journey through the use of words:  word catcher is used in the book to de-
scribe Liesel.  Word catcher is a good term to describe Mr. Zusak’s work in The Book Thief.  The book can be difficult 
to read at times, but persevere.  The beautiful presentation of language makes a very gloomy subject palatable. 

 

Ideas for use in the Classroom:  In the Indiana high school “Geography and History of the World” course, students 
could read the book in small groups addressing the Conflict and Cooperation Academic Standard (7).  Specifically, the 
book can be used to study Standards 7.1 and 7.2.  In the Indiana high school “World History and Civilizations” course, 
students could read the book in small groups addressing the An Era of Global Conflicts, Challenges, Controversies and 
Changes: 1900 to the Present Academic Standard (8).  Specifically, the book can be used to study Standard 8.4.  English 
Standards, would, also be addressed through the reading, comprehension, and interpretation of the book. 

 

In the Indiana middle school, grade 8 studies of the Americas in relation to migration and political ideology/
governmental systems.  Grade 6 middle school Academic Standards that could be addressed would be 6.2.5, 6.2.6; 
6.1.16, 6.1.20, 6.1.22; 6.3.3, 6.3.4, and 6.3.9 (Civics and Government, History, and Geography respectively).  In my 
opinion, the book could be read by an educator with a sixth grade classroom as the content and language MAY be diffi-
cult for younger students to grasp in the intended manner.  Sixth and eighth grade may focus on small segments of the 
book – dependent upon the comfort level of the teacher – and link to English Academic Standards (8.1, 8.2, and 8.3; 6.1 
and 6.3). 

The IUPUI Department of Geography announces a new summer field course: 

G334: Field Geography of North America—Summer I, 2011  

This year, the course focuses on the Great Lakes region. The first 4 weeks of the term (May 11 - June 
9) will be devoted to preparation for the field trip: lectures, planning of the itinerary, and development 
of a field guide. We will then spend about eight days (June 14 - June 21) driving a broad loop around 

Lake Huron: north through Michigan, east across the Canadian Shield of central Ontario, and then back 
through southern Ontario to Indiana.  Along the way, we will visit Sleeping Bear Dunes, Mackinac Is-

land, Soo Locks, Killarney Provincial Park, and the Sudbury mining complex. 
 

Costs: In addition to the normal cost of a 3-unit course, students will pay a program fee of about $300-
$400, depending on the number of students enrolled, and the costs of their own lodging and meals  

during the field trip.  

Field Geography is co-taught by Profs. Tim Brothers and Bob Beck.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmCaPzFmDsM&feature=related 
  

For more information:  Tim Brothers (tbrother@iupui.edu) or Bob Beck (rbeck@hughes.net)  
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http://www.iupui.edu/~geni 

www.iupui.edu/~ghw [Geography & History of the World] 

www.iupui.edu/~gst [Geospatial Technologies] 

Geography Educators’ Network of Indi-
ana 
IUPUI-Geography  CA 121 
425 University Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN  46202-5140 

Follow the 

NCGE on  

 

 

NCGE — What is Geography? 

    

http://twitter.com/ncge1915 

Get the latest copy of the NCGE Perspective 

Newsletter at⋯ 

http://library.constantcontact.com/download/
get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-

December2010-1.pdf 

 

Be sure to check out the front page; our very 

own, Dorothy Drummond! 

 

Be sure to tell your friends and colleagues to  

sign up for Constant Contact emails from 

GENI.  These emails are a great wealth of in-

formation regarding upcoming events,  work-

shops,  and other resources.  Go to the GENI 

website and click onto the “Join Our Free 

Mailing List” tab.  Spread the news! 

http://twitter.com/ncge1915�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103600790101-28/Perspective-December2010-1.pdf�

	Special Points of

	Interest:

	Inside this issue:

	International Fest Provides Diverse Cultural Expo

	Annual GAW Postcard Contest Results!

	Calendar of Events

	NEWSLETTER

	Volume  110, Issue 1

	Page #

	Resources

	NEWSLETTER

	Volume  110, Issue 1

	Page #

	NEWSLETTER

	Volume  110, Issue 1

	Page #

	Giant Asia Map Made Return Visit to Indiana

	NEWSLETTER

	Volume  110, Issue 1

	Page #

	New Social Studies Specialist at the Department of Education -

	Courtney Cabrera

	Beavers, Guns & Whiskey:

	Cultural & Physical Heritage of North Central Indiana

	FOR: Grades 3-12 Educators

		    If interested K-2 teacher, contact GENI Office

	WHEN: June 27-30, 2011

	WHERE: Goshen, Indiana

	REGISTRATION FEE: $25 GENI Members/$50 non-members

	Two graduate credits will be offered through IUSB.  For those needing Professional Growth Points, up to 30 points can be provided.

	Participants must provide own transportation to and from the workshop site.

	BACK TO BASICS

	Summer Institute
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