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INDY POSTCARD   FEBRUARY 

COLLECTOR     2023 

Indianapolis Postcard Club, established January 6, 1975 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Postcard from Sara’s collection, sent to Stroh, Indiana, September 13, 1911 

Valentine’s Day Greetings To You! 

Please join us at our next meeting! 

Our next meeting is February 9, 2023, at the Speedway MCL, 6002 Crawfordsville Road.  We 

will meet for dinner at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. February’s postcard 

competition will be romance!   

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Kent Clady 

(317) 966-5302; kclady@ol-g.org 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:kclady@ol-g.org
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Featuring Postcard Collector Kyle Kingen 

Name: Kyle Kingen 

Email address: kingenkyle@gmail.com.   

 Kyle has been a member of the Indianapolis Postcard Club (IPC) for about one year, 

going on two years, and was elected Secretary for 2023.  He got involved with postcard 

collecting through Deedee Davis-Roberts. They have been working together at the Herron 

School of Art and Design.  Although he has been collecting more vintage cards recently, he 

collected postcards from his travels even at a young age.   

 Kyle collects postcards featuring architecture, specifically Indianapolis and Columbus 

(IN), RPPC (Real Photos), and any popular culture postcards from the 1980s to the present.  He 

primarily finds postcards to add to his collection via eBay, but he likes to search at antique malls 

around Indianapolis. It does not matter to Kyle whether the postcards he chooses have never 

been used or if they feature plenty of information on the back, such as addresses, messages, 

postmarks, stamps, etc. However, he does enjoy the stories and names on the back. He especially 

likes researching who the people were and is able to get to know a bit about their personalities 

based on the information they leave behind.  

 Kyle’s most unique and one of his favorite postcards is a postcard addressed to his 

second great-grandmother from his great-grand-uncle on his grandfather’s side of the family.  

They lived in Fortville, Hancock County, Indiana. His great-grand-uncle lived in Edinburgh, 

Indiana, not far from where Kyle grew up in Columbus, Indiana.   

 A rare postcard in Kyle’s collection is a cyanotype postcard that features the White River.  

Kyle believes that the view is not too common, especially being from the 1910s and that is a 

cyanotype.  He collects other historic ephemera of Indianapolis that complements his postcards, 

particularly photographs, slides, and written material that informs of past decades within 

Indianapolis or Columbus, Indiana  

 Belonging to IPC allows Kyle to connect with individuals that he may not otherwise get 

to meet. He is especially proud of the fact that he is (at least to his personal knowledge) the 

youngest member of IPC currently and is quite involved in the club, especially being elected 

Secretary, after only being a member for one year. 

Welcome, Kyle   

Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed for this issue of Indy Postcard Collector! 

  

mailto:kingenkyle@gmail.com
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 Kyle’s cyanotype postcard   Back of cyanotype postcard 

 

Kyle’s postcard of Clifty Falls, near Columbus, Indiana 
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Indianapolis Postcard Club Is On the Move 

 At the January 2023 meeting of the Indianapolis Postcard Club, we decided to rotate our 

meetings to several restaurants in the area that could provide the space we needed and a variety 

of options for dinner.  Please note the following information about IPC meetings for 2023 as well 

as the categories for the competitions and presentations.  Please join us!   

Time: 

 

Meet for dinner around 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will start at 6:00 p.m. Please bring items to 

sell or trade. 

 

Meeting Dates, Locations, Competitions, Presentations:   

Meeting dates, locations, competitions and presentations: 

February 9 meeting at Speedway MCL (6002 Crawfordsville Rd.) - competition is romance.  

 

March 9 meeting at Shapiro’s (south of downtown) - competition is disasters or 

exaggerations - Presentation by Harley Sheets (Backs of Postcards). 

 

March 18, Postcard and Vintage Paper Show, Our Lady of Greenwood School Gym (399 

South Meridian Street, Greenwood, Indiana 46143), 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., admission $1.00, 

free for IPC members.   

 

April 13 meeting at Castleton MCL (5520 Castleton Corner) - competition is Indianapolis 

Department Stores. 

 

May 11 meeting at Shapiro’s (south of downtown) - competition is sports. 

 

June 8 meeting at Near South MCL (3630 S. East St.) - competition 

is animals - Presentation by Glory June Greiff (Century of Progress - Chicago 1933 & 1934). 

 

July 13 meeting at Shapiro’s (south of downtown) - competition is children. 

 

August ??, Picnic (date and location to be determine) – time for good food and socializing.  

 

September 14 meeting at Shapiro's (south of downtown) - competition is Indiana small 

towns - Presentation by Denis Watson (Picture Postcards by J.P Foscolo). 

 

September 30, Postcard and Vintage Paper Show, Our Lady of Greenwood School Gym (399 

South Meridian Street, Greenwood, Indiana 46143), 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., admission $1.00, 

free for IPC members.   

 

October 12 meeting, place to be determined - competition is restaurants. 

 

November 9 meeting, Shapiro’s (south of downtown) – competition is war/battles. 

 

December 14 meeting, Holiday Party (location to be determined) – competition is holidays. 
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Indianapolis Postcard Club Officers for 2023 

 
President:  Kent Clady 

 

Vice President – Deedee Davis-Roberts 

 

2nd Vice President – Glory-June Greiff 

 

Secretary – Kyle Kingen 

 

Treasurer – Kent Clady 

 

Newsletter Editor – Sara Anne Hook 

 

Club Historian – Fran Simmerman 

 

Show Chairperson – Kent Clady  

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                 

Our presentation at the January meeting 

featured postcards from the Isle of Man, 

along with research that told the history of 

the senders and recipients.  It is said that the 

Isle of Man will survive as long as the three 

legs on its flag keep running. 
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Exploring Your Ancestry Through Postcards 

Sara Anne Hook  

 In 1998, I had the opportunity to travel to Glasgow, Scotland, for the International Viola 

Congress.  Before I left, my mother asked me to look for the “Wilson” tartan, reminding me that 

her mother’s last name was Wilson (Mildred Sara Wilson), so our family is part of the Wilson 

clan.  I visited a shop in Glasgow, where a kind salesperson showed me our clan’s tartan, which I 

liked instantly because its colors are soft and muted, with lots of turquoise and orange.  The clan 

brooch features a snarling dog, and the clan motto translates as “Ever Watchful.”  I love the skirl 

of the Great Highland bagpipe, haggis, fish and chips, St. Andrew’s dinners and contra dancing 

(a cèilidh).  I wore a sash of the Wilson tartan and my clan brooch at my wedding.   

 

                           

 

 Postcard shows have offered me the opportunity to enhance my pride in being Scottish, 

although they are a challenge to find.  Two examples in my collection feature a thistle, the 

symbol of Scotland, and a postcard listing all of the “septs” or clans related to Clan Gunn. The 

thistle postcard is postmarked Boston, June 24, 1914, and was sent to Miss Ruth Mansfield in 

Vermont.   
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 Scotland is a lovely country, so I was pleased to find this evocative postcard of a young 

lady sitting amongst purple foliage, gazing at the trees, the craggy cliffs and the creek below. Is 

she drawing or writing a letter? The English have a great tradition of watercolor painting and 

sketching – and Queen Victoria produced many illustrated journals throughout her long reign, 

including drawings of her children.  She loved the Scottish Highlands.  The caption of this 

postcard is “My Heart’s in the Highlands” (Illustrated Songs) and is likely part of a series.   

 

 Given my love of bagpipes and because I collect postcards of musical instruments, these 

jaunty fellows in full clan regalia are a perfect fit.  The postcard of the Scots Guards marching in 

front of Buckingham Palace was sent from London in July 1952 to someone in Chicago. For 

many years, wearing tartan or playing bagpipes was banned by the English government, but now 

are points of pride, recognition and camaraderie for everyone of Scottish ancestry.   
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 My postcard collection contains only musical instruments that I love and one of my 

favorite instruments is the trombone, which I attempted to play a few years ago.  This postcard, 

printed in Great Britain, features the Gordon Highlanders, first established in 1788.   

 

 

As I have discovered, postcards can be an excellent way to explore and preserve your family’s 

heritage.   
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Reminders 

Competitions: 

Competitions at our monthly club meetings are a great way to showcase your collection as well 

as see the kinds of subjects that other members collect.  Voting is anonymous.  Prizes are: 

1st Place - $7.00 

2nd Place - $5.00 

3rd Place - $3.00 

4th Place - $1.00  

The topic of February’s meeting is romance, and examples do not need to be confined to 

Valentine’s Day postcards.  Find your most sentimental postcards and let’s “share the love.” 

Dues for 2023:   

Be sure to renew your membership for 2023 so you don’t miss out on all of the activities planned 

for the year.  Dues are $10.00, which can be mailed to Kent Clady at 3852 Stonemeadow Drive,  

Greenwood, Indiana  46142.  Please let Kent know any addresses or email changes.   

Mark Your Calendars: 

Don’t forget that our spring postcard and vintage paper show will be held on March 18, 2023.  

Come support our wonderful dealers, who will be offering postcards, books, paper items, 

advertising materials and other ephemera.  It’s a great way to learn about other postcard shows in 

the Midwest and meet new collectors and dealers.   

  

 

To Contribute to the Indianapolis 

Postcard Club’s Newsletter: 

If you would like to write an article 

or be interviewed for a future issue 

of Indy Postcard Collector, please 

contact Sara Anne Hook, Newsletter 

Editor, at shook@butler.edu. 

 

mailto:shook@butler.edu

