
such as the Occupational Outlook Handbook. Increasingly, these 
types of materials can be accessed online or downloaded as e-
books or apps for easy access. For instance, the Ready! website 
(http://www.ready.gov/kids) provides both PDF materials and in-
teractives focusing on disaster preparation.

It’s easy for teacher librarians to become overwhelmed by the 
vast information sources produced by the United States govern-
ment. However, being familiar with some of the starting points can 
help focus collection development efforts.

the lArgest puBlisher

The largest publisher in the world, the United States Government 
issues a wide range of congressional documents, presidential pa-
pers, research studies, and more from agencies across disciplines. 
(The GPO website can be accessed at http://gpo.gov/.) 

In addition to publishing print materials, the GPO produces 
such government websites as STOPfakes.gov (http://www.stop-
fakes.gov/), which helps consumers learn about counterfeit and 
pirated goods. It also links to resources on copyright, like the Tak-
ing the Mystery out of Copyright interactive from the Library of 
Congress (http://www.loc.gov/teachers/copyrightmystery/?#).

GovernmentBookTalk (http://govbooktalk.gpo.gov/) is GPO’s 
blog. It contains government information of interest to a wide 
range of audiences.

the FederAl digitAl system (Fdsys)

The GPO provides online access to government information from 
all three branches of government through the Federal Digital Sys-
tem (FDsys; http://www.fdsys.gov/). This source searches fi fty col-
lections, including Congressional Hearings, Congressional Record, 
and the Federal Register. It also includes offi cial documents from 
committees. However, it doesn’t include many agency publica-
tions. 

High school students seeking historical documents such as the 
Warren Commission’s report on the assassination of President 
Kennedy, the 9/11 Commission Report, the Civil Rights Act, and 
other high-profi le documents can access them through FDsys. In 

The Government 
Publishing 
Office 
A New Name for a New 
Generation

annette Lamb and Larry Johnson

iNfoTeCh

However, with its evolving mission to incorporate digital materi-
als, apps, e-books and other technologies, it was time for a change. 
Section 1301 of H.R. 83, establishing appropriations for 2015, 
states, “The Government Printing Offi ce is hereby redesigned as 
the Government Publishing Offi ce.” This new name refl ects a shift 
from print media to a wide range of communication channels for 
public information.

In the past, school libraries contained vertical fi les fi lled with 
brochures from government agencies on topics from tourism to 
food safety and shelves fi lled with government-printed books 

In 1861, the United States 
Government Printing 

Offi ce (GPO) opened its 
doors, providing access to 
the country’s most important 
documents. 
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Ready! Be a Hero website from U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.

Taking the Mystery out of Copyright interactive.
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addition, lesser known but interesting acts 
and committee reports can be located, such 
as the Truth in Video Game Rating Act. 

Bring biography projects alive for stu-
dents through the use of primary source 
documents about politicians and people in 
the public eye. Students looking for gov-
ernment resources associated with particu-
lar people, including presidents, members 
of congress, and those who have testified 
before Congress, can find information 
listed by person. For instance, there are 
more than 13,000 documents containing 
the name Martin Luther King, Jr.

These primary source materials are an 
excellent way to address the Common Core 
standards associated with informational 
reading and the use of authentic materials 
across the curriculum.

Federal Depository 
Library Program and 
the Catalog of U.S. 
Publications

The Federal Depository Library Program 
was founded in 1813 to provide access 
to government documents. It’s possible 
to visit one of the nearly 1,200 physical 
libraries located nationwide. Go to http://
catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp for a 
clickable map showing the locations. How-
ever, most teacher librarians and their stu-
dents will access documents through the 
Catalog of U.S. Government Publications 
at http://catalog.gpo.gov/. An easy-to-use 
search tool provides access to government 
publications from various agencies, such as 
the U.S. Forest Service and the Food and 
Drug Administration.

A search for “pandemic preparedness” 
brings up serious documents related to 
national preparedness and health care. 
However, it also produces a link to a cool 
graphic novel for youth titled Preparedness 
101: Zombie Pandemic (http://www.cdc.
gov/phpr/documents/11_225700_A_Zom-
bie_Final.pdf) from the Centers for Disease 
Control. Although the story is fictional, it 
explores the important issue of being pre-
pared, including having an emergency kit 
ready in case of any disaster or crisis. For librarians and students seeking 

e-books specifically, include the term 

“e-book” in the search at http://goo.gl/
g6UYUP. The e-books can be downloaded 
free of charge on various devices. Most 
books can be downloaded in the ePUB, 
MOBI for Kindle, PDF, or iBook format.

Although most of these e-books aren’t 
designed for children, many free books 
would be of interest to teens. For instance, 
NASA has produced books like Dressing 
for Altitude by Dennis R Jenkins (http://
goo.gl/9JfcvV) focusing on the history of 
aviation pressure suits. 

Baseball: The National Pastime in the 
National Archives (http://goo.gl/6B78w8) 
is a book focusing on the history of base-
ball. The highly visual e-book incorporates 
a wide range of primary source documents 
such as patents, photos, letters, certificates, 
and reports that bring history alive. This 
e-book is an excellent tool for collecting 
primary source documents on an interest-
ing theme.

Preparedness 101: Zombie Pandemic 
graphic novel.

Dressing for Altitude e-book.

Babe Ruth’s World War I draft regis-
tration card is an example from the 
e-book Baseball: The National Pastime 
in the National Archives.
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Crime Scene Investigation (http://goo.
gl/zV3QYK) from the National Forensic 
Science Technology Center provides the 
technical specifications that many serious 
teen researchers are seeking. This easy-to-
follow guide is the same one used by law 
enforcement agencies.

Marijuana Facts for Teens (http://goo.
gl/Cs4ZR8) from the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse addresses frequently asked 
questions about marijuana. The highly 
visual format will be attractive to young 
adult readers. The e-book concludes with 
online resources for more information.

When Your Parent Has Cancer: A Guide 
for Teens (http://goo.gl/K2Pg9q) from the 
National Cancer Institute provides useful 
information for young adults dealing with 
cancer in their family. The easy-to-read 
visual format includes background infor-
mation, useful facts, checklists, charts, key 
vocabulary, comic sequences, and other 
activities.

Nail Gun Safety: A Guide for Construc-
tion Contractors (http://goo.gl/rPsX1a) 
from the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Department of Labor pro-

vides students in building trades and other 
industrial arts and technology courses rec-
ommendations for proper use of nail guns 
to prevent worksite injuries.

Government Agency 
Publication Pages

The Catalog of U.S. Publications can be 
overwhelming. When working with con-
tent area teachers, consider going directly 
to government agency publication pages 
for e-book availability. Many of these 
publications are produced by the GPO. 
For instance, explore NASA e-books at 
http://www.nasa.gov/ebooks. Earth as Art 
(http://www.nasa.gov/pdf/703154main_
earth_art-ebook.pdf) is an e-book that 
shows patterns and colors of the land and 
sea through satellite imagery.

The National Archives e-books page 
(http://www.archives.gov/publications/
ebooks/) provides access to books and ex-
hibit guides. For instance, What’s Cooking, 
Uncle Sam? is an interactive e-book with 
video, audio, and additional content.

IIP e-books (http://iipdigital.usembassy.
gov/ebooks.html )are designed for an in-
ternational audience but contain such in-
formation as foreign policy, society, and 
values topics of interest to students. For 
instance, American Popular Music focuses 
on the various styles of music found in 
the United States, and Stories of African-
American Achievement is a collection that 

profiles remarkable Americans.
The PeaceCorps e-book collection 

(http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/class-
room/publications/ebooks/) takes students 
on imaginary journeys around the world. 

Many National Park Service publica-
tions are being turned into e-books. such 
as Bears of Brooks River (http://www.nps.
gov/katm/learn/photosmultimedia/upload/
Bears-of-Brooks-River_web.pdf).

Beyond e-books, many agencies pro-
vide access to publications through their 
websites. An easy way to access those re-
sources is through a Google search. Enter 
the name of the agency followed by the 
word “publication,” such as “Smithsonian 
publication” or “USGS publication.”

U.S. Government 
Bookstore

The U.S. Government Bookstore (http://
bookstore.gpo.gov/) provides access to 
books for download and purchase. Al-
though there’s a charge for print publi-
cations, there are many e-books that can 
be downloaded for free or at a low cost at 
http://bookstore.gpo.gov/ebooks.

The College Preparation Check-
list (http://bookstore.gpo.gov/products/
sku/065-300-00005-2) is a free e-book 
exploring ways that youth can prepare for 
college.

Explanation of a grid search in Crime 
Scene Investigation e-book.

The layout of Marijuana Facts for Teens 
will attract young adult readers.

What’s Cooking, Uncle Sam? from the 
National Archives.

Comic segment from When Your Parent 
Has Cancer e-book.
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Ben’s Guide to U.S. 
Government

Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government (http://
beta.fdlp.gov/) has been dramatically up-
dated. Sponsored by the GPO, this website 
is intended to inform youth about the fed-
eral government and government informa-
tion.

The “About Ben & GPO” section in-
cludes multiple pages about Benjamin 
Franklin and his legacy of publishing in-
formation.

The “Learning Adventures” section is 
divided into three sections designed for 
ages 4–8, 9–13, and 14+. Each level pro-
vides age-appropriate resources that can 
easily be aligned with the Common Core. 
Links are provided to many primary source 
documents.

The “Games” section includes a Branch-
O-Mania quiz to test knowledge of the 
three branches of U.S. government.

The “Parents and Educators” section 
provides links to websites for kids and edu-
cators. It also links to American Associa-
tion of School Librarians  lesson plans as-
sociated with U.S. government and aligned 
with the Common Core.

The “Citizenship” section provides in-
formation about civics and citizenship. It 
also links to resources for those who would 
like to become American citizens.

The Federal Citizen 
Information Center

The Federal Citizen Information Center 
(http://publications.usa.gov/), located in 
Pueblo, Colorado, is part of the GPO. This 
center provides access to millions of pub-
lications including booklets, reports, and 
handbooks. While many of these are print 
publications, most are also available as free 
downloads. 

The website allows users to search by 
category, format (i.e., print, PDF, e-reader, 
or online reading), and language. Catego-
ries such as animals, cars, going green, and 
health contain publications of interest to 
youth.

The Consumer Action Handbook 
(http://publications.usa.gov/USAPubs.

php?PubID=5131) is one of their most 
popular publications. This handbook is 
available in both PDF and e-book reader 
formats. It contains information about 
consumer purchases, problems, and com-
plaints. A particularly useful section helps 
users write a formal complaint letter.

U.S. General Services 
Administration

Working closely with the GPO, the U.S. 
General Services Administration’s Office of 
Citizen Services and Innovative Technolo-
gies develops websites and apps to help 
connect information offered by the federal 
government to citizens. This agency over-
sees websites including USA.GOV, KIDS.
GOV, and DATA.GOV. 

The USA.GOV website (http://www.
usa.gov/) is the starting point for access-

ing government information online. Users 
can do a search to identify information by 
service or government agency or by a par-
ticular type of information. For instance, a 
search for “infographic” brings up dozens 
of amazing government-produced info-
graphics on topics ranging from energy ef-
ficiency to measles prevention. The Poison 
Peril infographic from the U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Services shows infor-
mation about how to prevent and treat 
poisonings (http://poisonhelp.hrsa.gov/re-
sources/materials/infographic.html). 

The USA.GOV blog (http://blog.usa.
gov/) identifies the latest government 
sources. For instance, The Real Cost web-
site (http://therealcost.betobaccofree.hhs.
gov/) from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services explores the impact 
of teen smoking on the body.

The KIDS.GOV website features links to 
government resources organized by grade 
level, topic, and activity, such as learning, 
gaming, and watching videos.

Poison Peril infographic.

Complaint letter format from the 
Consumer Action Handbook e-book.

The KIDS.GOV entry page.

The Real Cost website focusing on 
teen smoking.



With over 125,000 datasets from dozens 
of government agencies, the DATA.GOV 
website provides data, tools, and resources 
students can use in their research. The 
data is organized into categories including 
agriculture, business, climate, consumer, 
ecosystems, education, energy, finance, 
health, local government, manufacturing, 
ocean, public safety, and science and re-
search. Featured datasets are highlighted in 
each area.

One of the featured datasets is the Bio-
diversity Information Serving Our Nation 
(BISON) dataset (http://bison.usgs.ornl.
gov/) showing species occurrence data on a 
map. Users can see what species have been 
identified in a particular area. A search for 
hawks yielded over 5 million occurrences 
that can be viewed on a map.

The Food Access Research Atlas (http://
www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-
access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas.aspx) 
shows areas of the United States with lim-
ited access to supermarkets and access to 
other healthy and affordable food. Users 
can display data by distance to stores and 
income to locate “food deserts” in cities 
and rural areas.

Open Government 
Initiatives

In 2009, the president’s Open Government 
Directive required government agencies “to 
implement the principles of transparency, 
participation, and collection,” including 
publishing government information on-
line, improving the quality of information, 
and creating and institutionalizing a cul-
ture and policy of open government. This 

mation available at government websites. 
It also features web-based projects such 
as SuperTracker (https://supertracker.usda.
gov). This website allows users to look up 
nutritional information, track food intake 
and physical activity, set goals, and save 
recipes.

Conclusion

Over the past decade, the United States fed-
eral government has shifted from a paper-
based to a digital system for information 
dissemination providing anywhere, any-
time access to government information. 
The introduction of new online tools and 
websites is providing easier access to infor-
mation from a wide variety of government 
agencies. Teacher librarians will find many 
of these new information sources useful 
across the K–12 curriculum.

Resources

H.R. 83. Available: http://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr83enr/pdf/BILLS-
113hr83enr.pdf

Open Government Directive. Available: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/open/docu-
ments/open-government-directive 
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directive included a number of new web-
sites with useful information.

The Regulations.gov website (http://
www.regulations.gov/) allows citizen to 
make comments on proposed regulations 
and related documents. This website pro-
vides a “real-world” writing opportunity 
for students across disciplines. Involve stu-
dents in writing about whether they agree 
or disagree with a new health program, 
safety regulation, or certification program. 
Students can follow the guidelines and sub-
mit their comments online as a comment 
or PDF file. The website even provides tips 
for submitting effective comments (http://
www.regulations.gov/docs/Tips_For_Sub-
mitting_Effective_Comments.pdf).

The Sustainability Tool (https://sftool.
gov/) helps users learn about efficient, 
healthy buildings and environmentally re-
sponsible purchases. Ask students to think 
about how they would make their school 
building more energy efficient based on 
the website suggestions.

The USA Spending website (https://us-
aspending.gov) allows students to find out 
how the federal government distributes 
money. Involve students in examining how 
money is spent in the local area by enter-
ing their zip code or state. Then compare 
this to other regions of the United States. 
It’s also possible to see how much various 
agencies spend.

Many government agencies are work-
ing together to create cross-agency gate-
ways that allow easier access to informa-
tion. For instance, nineteen organizations 
in the area of science work together to 
produce science.gov. This website allows 
visitors to search for authoritative infor-

Biodiversity Information Serving Our 
Nation (BISON) 

Comments page at Regulations.gov.


