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| often wonder if other scientists wake up every morning to delete a deluge of spam messages from no-
name journals and questionable conferences. Sometimes one of these emails will escape my
extermination efforts and | end up reading it by accident. The invitations from so-called “predatory”
publishers are so transparently fake and poorly written that a part of me finds their annoying overtures
oddly amusing.

| realize that predatory publishing and phishing emails are not laughing matters. There has been an
explosion of predatory publishers trying to con scientists out of their money. For a fee, these journals or
books are just frothing at the mouth to publish-yeurwerk collect your cash. Some may even invite you
to serve on their “prestigious” editorial board, but this is just to lend an air of authenticity to their sham
operation.

What separates a predatory publisher from a legitimate science publisher? Both charge you large sums
of money for you to do all the work, but the latter employs a rigorous peer-review process that ensures
the articles they publish have been properly vetted. Sting operations have revealed that predatory
journals will publish absolute gibberish, proving they are phonies who just want to make fast cash. A
recent sting operation involved the submission of a manuscript about midi-chlorians from Star Wars,
written by Dr. Lucas McGeorge and Dr. Annette Kin. The fictional paper was accepted by four of these
flimflam publications masquerading as a legitimate scientific journal.

In an effort to help root out some of these predatory publishers, I've compiled some of my favorite lines
from the suspect emails | receive on a daily basis. | hope this helps people spot dubious publishers. The
typos, spelling mistakes, and grammatical errors were left in place intentionally—exactly as they were
sent to me. These types of errors represent a big red flag that a predatory publisher is stalking you.
Please don’t take them as a sign that the PLOS editorial staff is sleeping on the job!

The Greeting That Proves They Have No Idea Who You Are

Fake journals will address you in unusual ways, or not at all! Some make no effort to conceal that they
merely cut and paste your name into the slot of a form letter. Here are some examples | have received.

Dear Dr. WJ William J,
Dear,
>Dear Dr.Jr WJ,

Dear Dr. SULLIVAN,
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Dear Dr. William J. Sullivan, Jr.1,2%,

Dear Dr. Jr,

Dear Dr. Jr William,

Dear Author,

Dear Researcher,

Dear Dr. Ferris (or someone else who is not me),

The opening is almost always followed by something like this:

“Greetings from the [PREDATORY] Journal!!l” or “Hope you are doing great!!” or “Hope our e-mail finds
you well and in healthy mood.”

A New Type Of Sport: Extreme Flattery

Reading these emails can be a big boost to your ego, but keep in mind that thousands of others received
the same exact praise. I've been called “esteemed,” “brilliant,” “magnificent,” and the “leader in the
field.” | should show these emails to my mom; fake or not, she’d be very proud to see her son put on
such a high pedestal.

They also make our work out to be the greatest thing since the microscope:

“It’s your eminence and reputation for quality of research and trustworthiness in the field of [insert a
field that usually has no relationship to mine whatsoever] and for which you have been invited to
become an honourable editorial board member.”

“I am impressed by your quality work and | really value your contribution towards recent work.”

“We have gone through your papers and find it is a wonderful resource for upcoming works.”

“It would be our honour and great fortune if you will share your manuscript.”

“It is our immense pleasure to invite you and your research allies to submit manuscript.” (I call all of my
collaborators my Research Allies now, and warn everyone that if you’re not with us, you’re against us).

Some of the spam even tries to reassure you that it is not spam. Although | don’t doubt the last
sentence (in bold).

“This is not a spam message, and has been sent to you because of your eminence in the field. If,
however, you do not want to receive any email in future then reply us with the subject remove /opt-out.
We are concern for your privacy.”



Smell the Desperation?

There is a palpable urgency in these invitations to get their hands on your werk cash before someone
else does...

“We consider Mini Reviews, Original Research/ Review Article, Case Reports, Short Communication,
Conference Proceedings, Commentaries, Book Reviews etc.”

“[Our journal] publishes all kinds of papers in all areas of this field.”

“It is our immense pleasure to invite you to submit Research, Review, Mini review, Short commentary,
Commentary, Case Reports, Methodologies, Systematic Reviews (or any type of article) for the
upcoming issue of our journal.”

“We necessitate your plate of stuff in the frame of article.”

“We are in a deadly need of an article.”

The Closing That Is Too Close For Comfort

Emails from predatory publishers often close with more friendly compliments, with the hope that you
will continue to provide them a constant researeh revenue stream...

“We look forward to a close and lasting scientific relationship for the benefit of scientific community.”
“Anticipating for a positive response!”

“Thank you and have a great day doctor!”

“Our journey is effectively heading.” (whatever that means)

And here are some of the more amusing ways they describe my anticipated work:

“We await your adorable paper.”

“Your paper will serve as a wave maker.”

“We aspire you also to be a significant part of our team by publishing your magnificent article.”

And one that is just plain baffling:

“For future anticipation to reach out scientific community we want your support towards the success of
Journal.”

They may even try to get you to do their dirty work for them. | take the following sentence to mean that
they want me to spread the word about their predatory journal and invite my colleagues to be suckered
into submitting work to them as well:



“As this is an invited submission request, you can also suggest your colleagues.”
Some Final Warning Signs

Be wary of any inaugural issues or invitations that ask you to submit your paper through an email
address.

These predatory publishers may also try to give you a false sense of the importance of their “journal.”
One of these invitations boasted that “email newsletters are being circulated to 90,000+ subscribers.”
All this tells me is that 89,999 other people received their unsolicited spam.

I've also noticed they are often willing to discount their publication fees if you send them something —
“anything at all” — within seven to ten days. No legitimate journal expects you to whip up a quality
article in that short a time.

Oh, and one more thing: many of these emails have an excessive number of exclamation points!!!
| hope that you are now better equipped to catch a predator. If you still aren’t sure if your email

invitation describes a bona fide journal or not, you can check Beall’s List of Predatory Journals and
Publishers or see if the journal is indexed on PubMed. Here's hoping that you don’t get fooled!!!
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