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Introduction and Practicum Scope:

The HANDS
education through immersive coaching, ensuring the

in Autism® initiative revolutionizes
adoption of evidence-based practices for Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). My internship with the
Collaborative Sites Project entailed bringing together
diverse educational institutions for collective problem-
solving. It involves hands-on implementation of the
HANDS in Autism® Model, collaborating with school
staff to support students with neurodevelopmental
disorders, and contributing to evaluating the model's
training effectiveness through data collection and

analysis.

Preceptor Details:

Organization Name — HANDS in Autism
Interdisciplinary Training and Resource Center.
Preceptor — Dr. Naomi B. Swiezy, Dr. Tiffany J. Neal,
and Dr. Aditi Dheodhar.

Mission — Facilitating inclusive education.
Description of Organization — This system
aims to enable schools, districts, and
communities to locally enhance their capacity
in fostering communication dynamics, peer
interactions, and skill development within
educational settings.

HANDS in AUTISM - Collaborative Sites Project

Vaishnavi Shukla

Practicum Duties:

Task: Collating survey data through the utilization of
REDCap, orchestrating visual representations using MS
Excel.

Objectives: To subject the data collected for an in-depth
analysis and integrating the HANDS in Autism Model

within a broader context.

Methodology: The approach entails adopting a data-
centric viewpoint, emphasizing participatory training,
observation, and collaboration with educational teams
to assess the influence of the HANDS Model on
instructional techniques and tools. This facilitates a
comprehensive exploration of Evidence-Based Practices
(EBP) implementation through the structured module-

based rubric.
Tools Used: REDCap, MS Excel.

Timeline:

August 2023 — Familiarization with the HANDS in
Autism Model, and the Collaborative Sites IRB
Protocol.

Sep 2023/Nov 2023 - Data entry and organization
using REDCap.

Nov 2023/Dec 2023 - Data visualization and evaluation
of results.

Learning Objectives:

The internship at the HANDS in Autism Center offers a
diverse range of learning objectives, including honing
Data Management skills, refining soft skills such as
collaboration and interpersonal acumen, and acquiring
new assessment abilities critical for elevating professional
competencies.

Practicum deliverables:

Every module comprises a series of inquiries appraised on a
scale ranging from 0 to 4, inclusive of N/A (Not Applicable)
and N/O (Not Opportunity) alternatives. The percentages are
computed by determining the total score, dividing it by the
overall number of questions, and then multiplying the result
by four.
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Practicum outcomes - Professional:

Crafting a comprehensive report delineating the
analysis of problem behavior proportions within
the student populace afflicted with autism
spectrum disorder across three distinct
educational settings. The report entails a
meticulous tracking of the persistent application
of Evidence-Based Practices (EBPs) and the
assessment of school personnel utilizing the
discerning HANDS Module-Based Rubrics.

Practicum Outcomes — Objectives:

e Supervise advancements through meticulous

data gathering, offer insightful feedback, and
cultivate a culture of synergistic collaboration.

e Attain expertise in the proficient application and

analysis of data through the utilization of the
Classroom-Wide Data Rating (C-WDR) method
for the evaluation of functional behaviors

* Fostering an ethos of inclusivity to cultivate
positive educational outcomes.

Conclusion:

Follow up observations : Elevated functional
communication in students with autism achieved via the
implementation of evidence-based interventions and
meticulous utilization of data-driven strategies.
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