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After consultation with faculty the following courses have been identified as those in which 
the librarian liaison to the school or department will provide instructional services as part of a 
‘curricular approach’ to information literacy skills instruction. 

 

Course title/number:  Windows on Science (First Year Seminar)/ SCI-I 120  
Learning Outcomes 
 
 

 
• Students will be able to describe and use basic services and 

resources offered by University Library (e.g. Service & Information 
Desk, Computer Consultant Desk) 

• Students will know how to request help or advice from University 
Library, either in-person or online. 

• Students will be able to use the library catalog, IUCAT, to identify 
and locate books (print and/or electronic) and/or other media 
relevant to their coursework. 

• Students will be able to use general reference resources sources in 
order to locate information on a career 

• Students will be able to use a general academic database (e.g. 
Academic Search Complete) to locate an article on a general 
science topic. 

• Students will be able to identify the elements of a basic citation 
such as author and title for several types of resources (e.g., a book, 
a journal article, a web page) in order to avoid plagiarizing. 
 

Teaching Strategies 
 
 

 
2 class periods 

• Brief lecture  
• Demos 
• Hands-on exercises 

 



Assessment 
Strategies  

 
• In-class activity – “University Library ‘Facts’ – An exploration of UL 

Website” (collected by Librarian Eric Snajdr, participation points) 
• Career Research assignment – part of IUPUI Student Professional 

Development Plan (PDP) that students complete for this course 
• Career Research Presentations 

 
Why this course? 
 

 
Required for new and prospective science majors, SCI-I 120, covers an 
integrative overview of science, examining science and society, the 
scientific method and community of scientists, undergraduate research, 
professional ethics, an exploration of science-based careers, and strategies 
for success as a science major.  This course offers a prime avenue for 
orienting new science students to University Library as well as an 
introduction to scientific information. 
 

 

Course title/number: Ethics and Diversity in Psychology PSY-B 203  
Learning Outcomes 
 
 

 
• Students will be familiar with IUPUI’s definition of plagiarism and 

recognize whether a particular piece of information (or image) 
needs to be cited to avoid plagiarizing.  

• Students will be able to construct citations according to a 
discipline-specific style guide (American Psychological Association) 

 
Teaching Strategies 
 
 

 
• Brief lecture  
• Investigation of Scenarios (“Which do I cite” In class activity 

 in groups of two) 
• Whole class discussion (“Which do I cite” In class activity complete 

group results and summary) 
 

Assessment 
Strategies  

 
• “Which do I cite” In class activity 
• Class discussion/responses 

 
Why this course? 
 

 
A required course of all Psychology majors, this course introduces students 
to values and professional issues in psychology, with an emphasis on ethics 
and diversity. Students will learn to recognize the importance of ethical 
behavior in all aspects of science and practice of psychology and that 
sociocultural factors and personal biases may shape research and practice.  
Course is prime avenue for focusing on issues in citation/plagiarism. 

 

Course title/number: Research Methods in Psychology/PSY-B 311 
Learning Outcomes 
 
 

 
• Students will be able to find and navigate library subject guides. 
• Students will know how to identify and contact subject librarians 

for research-specific assistance. 



• Students will be able to differentiate between original (primary) 
and secondary sources of information. 

• Students will be able to locate and use a discipline-specific 
database (PsycINFO) related to their major. 

• Students will be able to use appropriate techniques to improve the 
precision of their results when searching PsycINFO (e.g. Boolean 
logic, phrase searching/use of quotation marks, 
truncation/wildcard symbols, field searching). 
 

Teaching Strategies 
 
 

 
In Class -  

• Combined lecture/demonstration 
• Hands-on exercises 

 
Assessment 
Strategies  

 
• In-class lab worksheet 
• End of class Minute Paper 
• Course Assignment – “Research Proposal”  

 
Why this course? 
 

 
This course introduces students to the science of psychology and to the 
basic research methods that psychologists use to study.  Topics include 
measurement, research design (descriptive, correlational, experimental), 
scientific writing, and ethical issues.  This course prepares students to be 
ready to design and analyze their own research.  This course is a prime 
avenue for students to learn literature searching techniques relevant to the 
discipline of Psychology. 
 

 

Course title/number:  Capstone Laboratory in Psychology/ PSY-B433 
Learning Outcomes 
 
 

 
• Students will be able to find and navigate library research guides. 
• Students will know how to identify and contact subject librarians 

for research-specific assistance. 
• Students will be able to locate and use PsycINFO, Pubmed, and 

Web of Science (discipline-specific databases related to their 
major). 

• Students will be able to employ database-specific techniques for 
more precise search results, (using database help and PsycINFO 
thesaurus files, using Medical Subject Headings [MeSH] in 
Pubmed). 

• Students will be able to describe and use interlibrary loan services. 
 

Teaching Strategies 
 
 

 
In Class -  

• Brief lecture  
• Demos 
• Hands-on exercises 

 



Assessment 
Strategies  

 
• In-class student discussion/responses to questions 
• One on one (check in) Librarian to Student during 2nd half of class  
• End of class Minute Paper 

 
Why this course? 
 

 
This advanced research course builds on the skills and knowledge students 
have acquired during their undergraduate education that will enable them 
to conduct a team research project in order to further develop and 
consolidate their understanding of psychology as a science.  This course is 
a prime avenue for students to strengthen their literature searching skills, 
the base of which was built in PSY-B 311. 
 

Adapted from “Meet Us On the Corner of Intentional and Strategic” workshop presented at ACRL 04.12.13 by Steven Hoover (Syracuse), Jennifer Fabbi, Anne Zald, Erin Rinto 
(UNLV) 


