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Data Privacy Assessment Questions 
Review the following questions to assess your current knowledge of data privacy. Once you have 
reviewed the course materials, revisit these questions and your answers to see how your understanding 
has changed. 

1. True or False: When negotiating with library vendors, it's important to carefully review the data 
privacy clauses in contracts and licensing agreements. 

2. Multiple Choice: Which of the following is NOT typically included in a data privacy clause of a 
library vendor contract? a) Types of data collected b) Purpose of data collection c) Data 
retention period d) Library's annual budget 

3. Short Answer: Name two types of user data that library vendors might collect through their 
platforms and websites. 

4. True or False: It's acceptable for library vendors to share user data with third parties without 
explicit permission from the library or users. 

5. Short Answer: What is the primary purpose of a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) in library 
vendor contracts? 

6. Multiple Choice: In 2019, which major academic publisher faced criticism for its collection and 
sale of user data through its Mendeley and SSRN platforms? a) Wiley b) Elsevier c) Taylor & 
Francis d) Springer Nature 

7. True or False: The European Union's General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) directly applies 
to all US libraries and their vendor relationships. 

8. Short Answer: Name one step a library can take to audit a vendor's compliance with agreed-
upon data privacy terms. 

9. Multiple Choice: Which of the following is the best practice for handling user data when 
terminating a contract with a library vendor? a) Allow the vendor to keep the data indefinitely b) 
Request immediate deletion of all user data c) Transfer the data to a new vendor d) Print out all 
user data for physical storage 

10. Multiple Choice: According to the ALA, which of the following is NOT one of the primary reasons 
why data privacy is crucial in libraries? a) To protect intellectual freedom b) To ensure patron 
confidentiality c) To increase library funding d) To safeguard against censorship and surveillance 

11. True or False: The ALA's Code of Ethics states that librarians have an ethical obligation to protect 
each library user's right to privacy and confidentiality. 

12. Short Answer: Explain how protecting patron data privacy supports the core mission of libraries. 
13. Multiple Choice: Which of the following best describes the concept of "reader privacy" in 

libraries? a) The right to read books without being observed b) The freedom to choose reading 
material without fear of judgment or consequences c) The ability to access library resources 
anonymously d) All of the above 

14. Short Answer: Name two potential consequences of inadequate data privacy practices in 
libraries. 
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15. Does your institution have a Licensing Principles policy or statement? If so, does it include user 
data privacy? 




