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What is my affiliation? 
Fostering faculty engagement and 
institutional affiliation in publication 
authorship



Background
• Use of affiliations for publication authorship: acronyms, abbreviations, 
unit’s name with or without a comma, accidental misspellings. 

• Librarians search and collect bibliographic information and prepare 
custom reports based on the school’s or department’s publishing and 
impact. 

• Librarians struggle to develop specific search strategies to find all faculty 
bibliographies in databases. 

• Create “Affiliation lookup tool” with no coding/programming skills



Our 
institution
The IU Medical Library provides 
resources for and serves IU School of 
Medicine students, staff, residents and 
faculty at all the medical campuses.

https://medicine.iu.edu/

Academic Departments 
& Divisions 60

Clinical Training 
Facilities 60+

Centers & Institutes 13

Full-time Faculty 3,275

Volunteer Faculty 3,579

Part-time Faculty 258

Student body 1,452

Residents and Fellows 1,273

https://medicine.iu.edu/


The idea - first approach
• Excel slicer located in shared 

folder

• Searchable tool to input 
affiliation in OJS system for the 
Proceedings of IMPRS

Excel slicer 



The idea

• Using Datawrapper 
(datawrapper.de)  free web tool 
we uploaded the final version of 
the table.

• Table options

• Searchable dataset

• Allows recurrent updates

• Generates embeddable code

https://tinyurl.com/IUSMaffiliationlookup

Affiliation Lookup tool

https://tinyurl.com/IUSMaffiliationlookup


Our work 
process

Collect data

011 2 3

Display table data 
online

Collect all department, 
divisions, centers, 
hospitals names.

Create Excel spreadsheet

Using Excel slicer visual 
filter

Table with searchable 
option

Look for options and 
points of access.

LibGuides embedding 
code <script>
Searchable option

Build table using 
Datawrapper
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Collect data and create 
excel spreadsheet

School or Clinical 
Partners/Hospital Department Division Center/Institute Campus Complete Affiliation name Incorrect Use

Indiana University 
School of Medicine Pediatrics

Ryan White Center for 
Pediatric Infectious 
Disease and Global 
Health

Ryan White Center for Pediatric 
Infectious Disease and Global Health, 
Department of Pediatrics, Indiana 
University School of Medicine

Use for:
- Ryan White Center

Indiana University 
School of Medicine Fort Wayne Indiana University School of Medicine-

Fort Wayne

Use for:
-IU School of Medicine-

Fort Wayne

Indiana University 
School of Medicine Pediatrics Department of 

Pediatrics

Herman B Wells 
Center for Pediatric 
Research

Herman B Wells Center for Pediatric 
Research, Department of Pediatrics, 
Indiana University School of Medicine

Use for:
- Wells Center
- Department of 

Pediatrics and the Herman B 
Wells Center

Steps to create the 
affiliation search

=CONCATENATE() 
Merge/combine text from 
multiple strings of cells from 
the left
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• Upload or connect to 
Google sheet or copy/paste 
data. 

• Follow the steps in the 
Datawrapper Wizard to 
generate embedded code. 

• Review the Visualization 
features (Searching 
capabilities).

Steps to create the 
affiliation search

Build table using Datawrapper

https://www.datawrapper.de/

https://www.datawrapper.de/
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Display of the search tool

• Decide where you want to 
display the final product. 
We chose the LibGuide 
Scholarly Publishing 
Guide<<Authorship to 
make it accessible.

• Embed widget code.

Steps to create the 
affiliation search

https://iupui.libguides.com/ScholarlyPublishing/AuthorshipAffiliation

https://iupui.libguides.com/ScholarlyPublishing/AuthorshipAffiliation


• RLML Scholarly Publishing LibGuide 
https://iupui.libguides.com/ScholarlyPublishing
• Partnership with Faculty
• Promoting in Departments
• Promote in School’s Faculty Committees 
• Research consults
• Orientation sessions
• Monthly school’s publications search

dissemination 
and impact

https://iupui.libguides.com/ScholarlyPublishing
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total views

Authorship & Affiliation page 01-2022 to 03-2023 (264 total views)

Statistics-
LibGuide 
pages views

46 views
June 2022



Conclusions 
and future 
actions • An affiliation tool can lead toward better consistent affiliation use

• Consistent affiliation use:

- leads to better tracking of faculty productivity

- can improve national and international reputation of their research

- reduces future indexing errors in databases

• An affiliation tool has led to faculty engagement on an 
individual/departmental level

• Working to achieve greater adoption/champion from within 
School’s Research Affairs



thank you
Contact us

Ruth Lilly Medical Library
Indiana University School of Medicine, 
Indianapolis, IN, USA
https://library.mednet.iu.edu

Mirian Ramirez
mirirami@iu.edu

Elizabeth C. Whipple
ewhipple@iu.edu

https://library.mednet.iu.edu/
mailto:mirirami@iu.edu
mailto:ewhipple@iu.edu
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