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● Wikipedia is a free, online 
encyclopedia that anyone 
with internet access can 
edit*

● One of the most visited 
sites in the world and it’s 
the most read reference 
work (The Economist, 2019)

● Wikipedia articles are 
based on reliable, 
independent, published 
sources*

Democratizing Knowledge Production





● Correlation between visibility and higher citation count (Marashi, S. A. et 
al, 2013) 

● For-profit publishers are promoting the use of scholarly literature 
through The Wikipedia Library, a service that allows editors to access 
subscription-only databases (Helps, 2022)

● Open Access (OA) articles are largely cited on Wikipedia (Yang et al., 
2023)



…But what about library-published journals?



● 27 journals (22 active; 5 
inactive)

● Range of topics (Arts & 
Humanities, Social 
Sciences, Law, Tourism & 
Events, etc.)

● Use of DOIs and ISSNs is 
inconsistent (e.g. back 
issue/archive content and 
inactive journals)



What gets cited and why? How does Wikipedia 
citation change future citation rates for our articles?



?



Wikipedia Link Search for journals.iupui.edu

https://journals.iupui.edu/


Wikipedia Link Search for doi.org/10.18060 

https://doi.org/10.18060/


● To avoid duplicated citations, the count for “journals.iupui” was kept when a reference 
included links to both the journal site and the DOI

● Excluded all Wikipedia pages that were not article

● Excluded all journal items that were not an article (e.g., full issues)

● Counted total cites an article received using Google Scholar (5/10-5/17)

● Used GS year filter to limit to cites received after date of Wikipedia reference

● Used a sample of 50 to calculate rate of citations for non-Wikipedia cited articles

Methods



● 99 unique journal articles cited 127 times by Wikipedia articles

● Journals cited in 122 unique Wikipedia articles

● Articles that are cited by Wikipedia receive four times as many other citations than do 
articles that are not cited by Wikipedia

● After an article is cited by Wikipedia it receives a bump of 7.14% in citations … from 1.4 
citations per year, to 1.5 citations per year

Results



Highly cited articles are more likely to be cited by Wikipedia and 
then more likely to be cited again after Wikipedia citation



What (if anything) should authors and publishers do?
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