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How could we 
improve access?

• Improve headings in bibliographical records, get specific

• SACO work for subject headings 

• Add contents notes

• Re-classify all works into the N (Art schedules)
Image: Indians with umbrellas (1971) / Fritz Scholder. From Smithsonian Magazine (Dec. 
2015)



Getting specific:
Yankton Indians and Yankton art



When there were 
contemporary artists named

We added contents notes when we could, naming names and tribal 
affiliations. These could sometimes get very long.
Image: Navajo maidens (1970). Manfred Susunkewa (Hopi)

Avery Collection of American Indian Paintings





Enhancing authority records: cross references

Before After



Four phases:
• Phase 1: books needing only 

headings & note field work
• Phase 2: books held off-site needing 

headings & note field work
• Phase 3: books held in general 

collections needing reclassification
• Phase 4: books held in Art library 

needing reclassification

Image: History of California Indians 
(ca.1990). Frank LaPena. Crocker Art 
Museum



This is the workflow 
document for 
reassigning call 
numbers to the N class

Image: Trade Canoe: Adrift (2015) from Smithsonian 
Magazine / Jaune Quick-to-See Smith (Salish / Kootenai) 
from Smithsonian Magazine (v. 20, no. 3 (fall 2019)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbDIgLKVqdTOBL
DH34Lx2S0ZZp9dBYL48fbFcbaGuy4/edit?usp=sharing



The new call numbers were entered in a special “project” field
They will be flipped and made visible to the public globally when relabeling starts



Finishing up
Image from Faust Gallery 

Peruvian woman making alpaca wool carpet, Cusco 
How does art function in Native American culture



Questions?
Image: Basket by Louisa Keyser, Dat So La Lee (Washoe), from Fenimore Art Museum site 


