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VI. SUMMARY

The relative size, shape, and distribution of
marrow spaces within the mandible were studied. Once
the areas of the mandible that would most likely con-
tain marrow were elucidated, bone smears were studied
to confirm the presence or absence of active marrow
cells.

The gross trabecular pattern within the mandible
was studied by using 34 hemisected and dried human
mandibles. Photographs and radiographs were taken
of each specimen. The mandibles were then embedded
in blocks of methyl methacrylate and cut coronally
into sections. 1In this manner, a comparison of the
trabecular pattern seen grossly in cross section and
that seen radiographically could be confirmed and
elucidated directly.

Evidence indicates that trabecular bone patterns
within the mandible is not related to sex or age.

A method was proposed which would enable one to
guantitate marrow within the mandible or any other
bone.

Intra-oral mandibular punctures and marrow smears
were made from three humans, immediately post mortem.

Active red marrow cells are present in the middle
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(body) and posterior (angle and ramus) positions
within the mandible. The cell populations of these
marrow smears do not differ significantly from those

taken from the sternums of normal individuals.



