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Introduction:
HANDS IPP at IUH/IUSM, by leveraging personalized 
resources and encouraging inter-agency collaboration, 
addresses waitlist and systemic provider training 
barriers, thereby enhancing care standards and 
outcomes for BDDS consumers

Practicum Duties:
Task: Survey structuring and formatting, Data 
cleaning, Quality assessment, Data analysis and Data 
Visualization.
Objectives: To design an engaging survey, ensure data 
integrity, and apply comprehensive analysis to 
uncover meaningful insights.
Methodology: The methodology involves formulating 
surveys and data collection through REDCap. 
Following data collection, a series of cleaning 
processes are implemented. The cleaned data is then 
analyzed and depicted graphically utilizing the R 
programming language.
Tools used: R, Excel, REDCap, Zoom, Teams.

Practicum outcomes - 
Professional:

• Expertise in designing engaging and effective surveys.
• Proficiency in ensuring the integrity and reliability of 

collected data through meticulous cleaning 
processes.

• Ability to conduct comprehensive data analysis using 
R programming to extract valuable insights from 
complex datasets.

• Competence in effectively communicating, leading 
and coordinating with teams

Practicum Scope:
This internship augmented my comprehension of 
provider-consumer dynamics in healthcare and 
emphasized the value of implementing evidence-based 
practices through proficient data management and 
visualization methodologies.
 Timeline:

Practicum Outcomes - 
Learning Objectives:

The main goal of this practicum is to provide insights 
into identifying gaps and creating solutions for a robust 
healthcare ecosystem, while offering expertise in survey 
design, data cleaning, and R-based analysis. Additionally, 
it aims to highlight efficient team coordination strategies 
within the project's framework.

Learning Objectives:
My experience with HANDS in Autism 
cultivated robust interpersonal skills and 
heightened my comprehension of analytical 
skills.

Practicum deliverables:
Identifying and bridging the gaps between consumers 
and providers by statistically analyzing the targeted 
areas of improvement to strengthen support 
mechanisms for individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families/caregivers . The project 
indirectly boosts service quality, support, and 
satisfaction by equipping providers with the training 
and resources necessary for improved care of 
individuals with disabilities.

Conclusion:
Follow up : Expanding immediate educational opportunities 
regarding effective strategies, ensure round-the-clock access to 
these resources, especially during the waiver application 
process, and facilitate peer training and support initiatives, 
either individually or in groups in Indiana.
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Preceptor Details:
Organization Name: HANDS in Autism Interdisciplinary 
Training and Resource Center, Department of Psychiatry, 
Indiana University School of Medicine and Riley Hospital for 
Children at Indiana University Health.
Preceptor: Dr. Naomi B. Swiezy, Dr. Tiffany J. Neal.
Description of organization : To offer distinctive educational 
experiences aimed at enhancing comprehension of the 
process and capacity to interact effectively with those on the 
Autism Spectrum and other developmental disabilities

May-June '23: 
Orientation, CITI 

training, and gaining 
insights on autism.

June-July '23: 
Developing surveys 

and collecting data in 
REDCap

July-August '23: 
Performing data 

analysis and creating 
data visualizations 
using R Studio and 

Excel
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