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"... Many students are
having to make difficult
decisions about eating,

with 60 students
reporting they had to

cut or skip meals
because there was not

enough money for food."The University Libraries
employ 80 to 100
student workers 

each year.

Promoting student
success is integral to

our operations.

Food for Thought: 

UNCG University Libraries’ Student Worker Snack Pantry Project

Ethics of Care:
Attentiveness and

Responsibility

Ethics of Care:
Competence and
Responsiveness

In Fall 2023, the UL student supervisors
identified inequalities regarding food
accessibility for students working in various
library departments.

Food on campus is less accessible for students
who work evening shifts or in branch locations.

Promoting student success is one of the libraries’
core goals. It is our responsibility to make sure all
of the library student workers have equal access
to food.

The UL Business Officer orders pantry items as
needed and restocks them on designated shelves
in her office. Students and supervisors can visit the
pantry during business hours. Supervisors also stock
pantry items in our departments for students
working nights, weekends, or in a different branch. 
 
Students are not given a limit on what they take
and no “proof” of need is required. 

Clear expectations were set regarding the use of
other funds to buy food for student workers. The
goal is for all library departments to support the
students equally.

Resources

  A frequent barrier to food pantries at colleges
and universities is a concern that free food will cut
into campus dining profits. 

1. Campus dining isn’t making money off of
students with no money to spend. 
2. A snack pantry can be the happy medium:
offering enough to keep students fed without
directly competing with hot meal and grocery
options.  

Spartan Open Pantry  
wesleyluther.org/sop 
t

Student supervisors and library leadership
thought, “What if we provided a similar 
pantry for our student employees?”
 

The Student Snack Pantry was born! 

That same fall, a grab-and-go location for the
campus food pantry was installed in the main 
library branch.

(UNCG Division of Student Affairs’ Annual Health & Well-
Being Report 2023-24, para. 1)

UL Snack Pantry Announcement  
go.uncg.edu/ulspa
t

Questions? Comments? 
Let's keep in touch! 

Andrea Tiffany    aftiffan@uncg.edu
Lois Vinson          lcbarnes@uncg.edu

Ready to start a pantry? 
Scan the QR code or visit this link for tips!  
go.uncg.edu/pantryhandout
t
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