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INTRODUCTION 
 
The LGBTQ+ Index provides the only systematically generated, comprehensive data on charitable 
organizations dedicated to the LGBTQ+ community and causes. The Index tracks the national U.S. 
landscape of these organizations—including the philanthropic support they receive from individuals, 
foundations, and corporations. 

A project of the Equitable Giving Lab (EGL), the LGBTQ+ Index is part of a broader effort to better 
understand charitable giving to under-resourced communities. The Lab’s research currently 
includes giving to LGBTQ+ communities, women and girls, and communities of color. The full 
dataset is publicly available at www.LGBTQIndex.org, which includes a searchable database of 
LGBTQ+ organizations, a downloadable copy of the Index, and methodological details. 

This updated release adds 2022 data—the most recent year for which finalized IRS data on 
charitable organizations was available at the start of this report’s development. With this update, the 
Index now reflects trends in charitable giving to LGBTQ+ organizations over an 11-year span, from 
2012 to 2022. In 2022, many of the challenges facing LGBTQ+ communities reflected persistent or 
escalating issues. Survey data from that year indicated that LGBTQ+ individuals continued to report 
significantly higher experiences of discrimination than their non-LGBTQ+ peers—particularly among 
those holding multiple marginalized identities, such as LGBTQ+ people of color and LGBTQ+ people 
with disabilities.1  Mental health concerns also remained prominent. The Trevor Project’s 2022 
survey found that LGBTQ+ youth reported increasing rates of suicidal ideation over the previous 
three years.2  In the policy landscape, the ACLU identified 278 state-level bills introduced in 2022 
that focused on LGBTQ+ individuals, mostly on transgender youth.3  Although the vast majority of 
these proposals did not pass, 20 were enacted into law, including 17 that imposed new restrictions 
on transgender students participating in school sports.4  

Forthcoming research from the Equitable Giving Lab will examine giving to organizations serving 
military veterans, as well as intersectional groups such as LGBTQ+ women and girls, or LGBTQ+ 
veterans. The 2022 data in this report offer an opportunity to better understand how funding for 
LGBTQ+ organizations evolved amid a complex and changing environment. 
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FINDINGS
Finding 1. Philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ nonprofits grew by 8.8% from 2021 to 2022—
outpacing the 2.0% decline in overall charitable giving that year.

The updated LGBTQ+ Index contains 3,429 charitable organizations, representing 0.2% of all 
registered charitable organizations in the United States. These organizations received $908.9 
million in philanthropic support in 2022. As shown in Figure 1, giving to LGBTQ+ nonprofits has 
increased steadily over the past decade, from $328 million in 2012 to a record high of $908.9  
million in 2022. 

While growth has varied year to year, giving to LGBTQ+ organizations has increased consistently 
since 2012. The largest gains occurred from 2019 to 2020 ($112.2 million, a nearly 20% increase), 
and from 2020 to 2021 ($150.9 million, a 22% increase). The most recent increase, from 2021 to 
2022, continued this upward trend.
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FIGURE 1: Philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations (2012-2022, in millions)
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Note: Dollars are in nominal terms and have not been adjusted for inflation.
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Finding 2. LGBTQ+ organizations received 0.17% of total charitable dollars in the U.S. in 2022. 
This percentage, while small, has increased in recent years.

As shown in Figure 2, the share of overall charitable giving directed to LGBTQ+ organizations has 
gradually increased from 0.10% in 2022 to 0.17% in 2022. While this remains a small portion of  
total giving, this upward trend reflects increased attention and support. 

In 2022, total charitable giving in the U.S. declined to $545.1 billion, according to Giving USA 2025.5  
Of this amount, LGBTQ+ organizations received $908.9 million, amounting to less than $1 out of 
every $500 donated in the U.S. that year. While the sector remains quite small compared to other 
traditional charitable subsectors, it is promising that LGBTQ+ organizations outpaced the growth 
rate of total charitable giving in the U.S. in 2022. 

When compared with traditional nonprofit subsectors, LGBTQ+ organizations account for a small 
fraction of giving. Figure 3 displays the traditional nonprofit subsectors, compared to LGBTQ+ 
organizations. Although LGBTQ+ organizations appear in all charitable subsectors, they are 
illustrated as their own subsector for the sake of comparison. 
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FIGURE 2: Philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations as a percentage of overall 
charitable giving, 2012-2022
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Notes: Overall charitable giving is based on 2012-2022 data from Giving USA 2025. This figure may differ from those 
presented in previous LGBTQ+ Index reports, as they have been updated to reflect additional contribution detail and 
mission and program descriptions from Form 990 and 990-EZ returns reported in prior years (primarily through 
digitized paper filings provided by Candid). 
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In 2022, religion ($142.5 billion), human services ($84.7 billion), and education ($79.3 billion) 
received the most philanthropic support overall. Giving to LGBTQ+ organizations is much smaller 
than any of these traditional subsectors. For example, giving to LGBTQ+ organizations was just 
4.6% of the support received by environment and animal causes, the smallest traditional nonprofit 
subsector—and less than 1% of giving to religious organizations. 

Finding 3. Civil rights and advocacy organizations received the largest share of philanthropic 
support for LGBTQ+ organizations in 2022. LGBTQ+ organizations serving immigrants and 
refugees, the unhoused, and the transgender community saw the fastest growth in philanthropic 
support from 2021 to 2022. 

LGBTQ+ organizations can be found in all traditional nonprofit subsectors, and they can be further 
categorized based on mission focus. Figure 4 shows each mission focus subsector and the total 
amount of philanthropic support received by that focus area in 2022. 

FIGURE 3: Philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations compared with traditional 
nonprofit subsectors (2022, in billions) 
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Note: Subsector amounts are 2022 values from Giving USA 2025. LGBTQ+ organizations appear in all traditional  
nonprofit subsectors but are depicted as their own subsector for the sake of comparison. 



5   THE LGBTQ+ INDEX 2025:  MEASURING GIVING TO LGBTQ+ ORGANIZATIONS
    

As shown in Figure 4, civil rights and advocacy organizations received the largest share of 
philanthropic dollars to LGBTQ+ organizations, at $507 million; examples of these organizations 
include Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund and the Human Rights Campaign Foundation. 
This was followed by youth-serving organizations, at $212 million (e.g., The Trevor Project, Point 
Foundation); and those focused on HIV/AIDS, at $161 million (e.g., San Francisco AIDS Foundation, 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis). 

Comparing philanthropic support to these mission focus areas from 2021 to 2022 provides some 
insights into the changing nature of LGBTQ+ charitable organizations. As seen in Figure 5, most 
mission focus subsectors saw an increase in philanthropic support in the most recent year for which 
data is available. 

FIGURE 4: Philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations by mission focus subsector 
(2022, in millions)  
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Note: Mission focus categories are not necessarily mutually exclusive. Therefore, adding up the dollars in this figure 
exceeds the $908.9 million total of philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations in 2022. 
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More than three-quarters of mission focus subsectors (13 of 17) experienced growth from 2021 to 
2022. While civil rights and advocacy organizations received the largest volume of dollars for both 
years, these organizations saw only a modest increase in philanthropic support (4.1%). Notably, 
their expenses rose by 29.7% over the same period. 

The largest growth occurred among LGBTQ+ organizations focused on immigrants and refugees 
(134.7%). A possible reason for this growth could be increased attention to the challenges faced by 
LGBTQ+ asylum seekers fleeing persecution.6  Significant growth from 2021 to 2022 was also seen 
in organizations focused on homelessness (52.8%), and the transgender community (38.5%). The 
strong growth in transgender-focused organizations may reflect the surge in legislation introduced 
across the United States in 2022.7  

Notes: * Indicates mission focus subsector received <$25 million in philanthropic support in 2022.

FIGURE 5: Change in philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations by mission focus 
subsector (2021-2022)  
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IMPLICATIONS 
The LGBTQ+ Index offers valuable insights into how philanthropic dollars flow to organizations 
serving LGBTQ+ communities and causes. Although awareness of the challenges these 
communities face has grown, charitable giving to address them remains small. The LGBTQ+ Index 
can help fundraisers, donors, and researchers better understand the scope of giving to this area. 

In 2022, philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ organizations reached $908.9 million—an 8.8% increase 
over 2021, and a growth rate that outpaced overall charitable giving that year. Still, this support 
accounted for just 0.17% of total giving. 

The LGBTQ+ Index is designed to offer donors, practitioners, and researchers insights into the 
characteristics and evolution of LGBTQ+ organizations over time. While this brief presents a  
high-level view of philanthropic trends, the dataset can be used to explore additional questions 
related to the sector. 

The full dataset is available at www.LGBTQIndex.org, where users can download a complete  
list of LGBTQ+ organizations or search by keyword, focus area, and geographic location.  
Additional resources, including nonprofit case studies, are available at  
www.EquitableGivingLab.org/LGBTQIndex. Together, these tools equip individuals and  
organizations to make data-informed decisions that help address issues in philanthropy. 

The LGBTQ+ Index will be updated annually to reflect emerging trends as the landscape for  
LGBTQ+ nonprofits continues to evolve.
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Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy
The Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy is dedicated to improving philanthropy to improve the 
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lasting change. The school offers a comprehensive approach to philanthropy through its academic, research and 
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