
#RETRORILEY: The Riley Hospital for Children red wagon logo is one of the most well-recognized in the 
state of Indiana. And it’s all thanks to an artist named Wendell Lowe and a group of people who worked 
to expand Riley’s reputation some 30 years ago. The red wagon logo design was built on the popularity 
of the wagons that have been used by hospital families for decades. The logo was originally developed 
for fundraising activities tied to the Riley Hospital telethon in the early 1990s, supported by the Riley 
Children's Foundation. When legislation was advanced to be included in the state’s license plate 
program, it was an easy call by the foundation to use the red wagon as the official design. NASCAR driver 
Jeff Gordon, a great supporter of Riley, lent his image and efforts to a statewide marketing campaign to 
boost awareness of the plate, which quickly rose to among the leaders in sales of all specialty plates. 
When Clarian Health was being rebranded to IU Health in 2011, hospital leaders determined that a 
distinctive mark was needed for Riley Hospital, given the strength of the brand and its unique position as 
a children’s hospital. Thus, the red wagon logo became synonymous with Riley. 
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