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Introduction :
HANDS offers an intensive training sessions three time in 
summer to meet the needs of personnel that work with 
children affected by Autism spectrum disorder or 
developmental disability based on best practices 
approach to the treatment of ASD incorporating applied
behavior analytic framework. To ensure the effectiveness 
of HANDS training model, subjects were were asked to 
Autism Knowledge Survey (AKS).

Practicum Duties:
Task : To ascertain if there has been any change in the knowledge of school 
personnel who participated in virtual training  compared to in-person 
training during pre, post, and follow-up training and visually represent 
analysis using SPSS.
Objectives :To assess the change in knowledge between individuals who 
attended training in person vs virtually before, after, and three months 
afterwards.
Methodology : A total 162 school personnel subjects were included in this 
study from 2011 to 2022. Subject are recruited those participants who 
have applied and have been accepted into HANDS in Autism summer 
training. Later, analysis was performed using Repeated Measures Annova.
Specific tasks: Data entry, data collection and scoring, data cleaning, data 
analysis. 
Tools used : SPSS (Statistical package for social sciences), REDcap and MS 
Excel 

Practicum outcomes
Professional:
There were statistical differences in knowledge in individuals
pre, post and follow up training in school personnel (p > 0.05).
Increase in total scores from pre-assessment to post assessment
and follow up in participants who attended in person training.
While, increased in scores from pre assessment to post but slight
decreased from post to follow up virtual in participants who
attended virtual training. In person participants showed more
improvement in knowledge compared to virtual in pre and
follow up assessment.

Practicum Scope: 
The study on measuring change in school personnel 
(teachers, paraprofessional ) who attended intensive week-
long summer in person and virtual training.

Timeline:

Practicum Outcomes
Learning Objectives:
My experience in the intensive trainings project helped me in
applying high level analytical thinking to data analysis
problems. Improved my ability to communicate and
collaborate with others, time management and
interpersonal skills. Also, aided to develop self-reliance and 
self-confidence.

Learning Objectives: 
Ability to reduce heterogeneity in care processes to 
improve results. 
Manage complexity by working together with subject 
matter experts to handle patient care and public health 
issues at centers of excellence.

Practicum deliverables:
Conclusion:
There was more improvement in knowledge in persons who 
attended training in person than virtual.
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Preceptor Details:
Organization Name: HANDS in Autism Interdisciplinary 
Training and Resource Center
Preceptor: Naomi Sweizy, Ph.D., HSPP, Tiffany Neal, Ph.D.
Description of organization : HANDS offers special 
learning opportunities aimed at enhancing knowledge of 
the procedure and capability of working with people who 
have ASD and a variety of other developmental and 
behavioral challenges through hands-on experiences and 
coaching, as well as building bridges of knowledge, 
resources, and cooperation across systems.
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