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Introduction

Nearly 37% of Indiana's population is affected by developmental 
disabilities (DD) and autism spectrum disorder (ASD), either directly 
needing support or providing care for a loved one. The Indiana NDI 
(Neuro Diagnostic Institute) Exploratory Project addresses this 
challenge by offering integrated care specifically designed to 
manage & support the teenagers with ASD.A team of experts 
assesses the needs of ASD patients throughout their journey at the 
institute, from pre-admission to post-discharge.

.

Timeline

Practicum Outcomes – Learning Objectives

Practicum Duties

Practicum Scope
The objective of the project is to investigate the potential 
influence of adoption status on how children diagnosed with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) access and utilize support 
systems, particularly Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
and Family Support Waivers (FSWs).Understanding disparities in 
access and utilization patterns between adopted and biological 
children with ASD is crucial to informing future efforts that ensure 
equitable access to these crucial support systems for all children 
diagnosed with ASD.

Conclusion

This study suggests a potential gap in service utilization for children 
with ASD in adoptive families. Further research  is necessary to 
confirm these findings and explore the underlying reasons for this 
potential disparity. It could involve investigating factors like access to 
information, unique challenges faced by adoptive families, and 
specific needs of adopted children with ASD.  Ultimately, we need to 
ensure all children with ASD, regardless of adoption status, receive 
the critical support they deserve.
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• Task: Understanding project data 
by reviewing Cerner patient forms 
& REDCap data, Data exploration 
for basic counts; Creating visuals 
of existing patient data.

• Objectives: Investigate the 
potential influence of adoption 
status on access to support 
programs among children 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).

• Methodology: Entering data into 
REDCap by creating a coding 
scheme; Analyzing data to 
understand the utilization of 
support programs.

• Resources: Cerner database, 
REDCap, Microsoft Excel, Power 
BI, Microsoft Teams.

Practicum Outcomes – Professional

Preceptor Details
Organization Name: Hands in Autism® Interdisciplinary 
Training and Resource Center.
Preceptor: Tiffany Neal, Ph.D.; Naomi Swiezy, Ph.D.; Aditi 
Deodhar, Ph.D.; Baby Amulya Devarapalli, Pharm D,MSHI.
Mission: Advancing Integrated Treatment and Utilization of 
Support Systems for Improved Outcomes in Children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

Learning Objectives
•Information Gathering Skills-Analyze patient data to identify 
trends and patterns
•Interpersonal Skills-Collaborate with  members at the 
organization to interpret findings and develop insights
•Technology Skills-Utilize appropriate technology to extract, 
analyze, and present patient data effectively.

Findings suggests 
biological families of 
ASD patients utilize 
Family Support 
Waivers (FSWs) and 
Individualized 
Education Programs 
(IEPs) at a higher 
rate compared to 
families of adopted 
ASD patients.

Analyzed real-world patient data , navigating the intricacies of REDCap 
for secure, coded data storage and extraction. This hands-on 
experience not only honed my information gathering and technology 
skills, but also fostered strong interpersonal collaboration with the team 
and project lead. Together, we cultivated clear communication, conflict 
resolution, and openness to feedback, making this a truly valuable 
learning experience.
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