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History

Several Wikimedia meetups and events in Indianapolis in

recent decade. Tied to:
- Indiana Historical Society
- Indiana Historical Bureau
- Various Indianapolis museums
- IUPUI Museum Studies Program and I[UPUI Libraries

Made some initial plans for a user group after WCNA
2018, but life got in the way

Reconnected in summer 2022 for a concentrated effort
to expand the Wikimedia movement in Indianapolis and
Indiana as awhole

John Torreano's Mega-Gem on loan from the
Indianapolis Museum of Art in the IUPUI Public Art
Collection
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IUPUI as local activity hub

Origins:

e National Archives & Wikimedia DC
e Digital Public Library of America
e |UPUIl/Indiana Memory

Philosophy: Wikimedia organizing works best when
it leverages existing networks to meet other
stakeholders’ needs.




DPLA’s media pipeline to Commons

Metadata
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Media files
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Over 3 million files uploaded.




IUPUI as local activity hub

IUPUI received Central Indiana Community Foundation grant

Grant has 2 goals:

1. Improve IUPUI’s engagement with Wikipedia, through events, uploads, and training
2. Utilize IUPUI’s partner network to foster a community of practice in Indy

IUPUI provides outreach, training, venue, technical assistance, etc. for many partners.

Examples: IU Bloomington, Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site, Conner Prairie,



IUPUI as local activity hub

Key components:

I[UPUI has community partners, funders
Jere knows IUPUI staff & faculty

Project uses DPLA's technology

Indiana Memory aggregates partner data
Dominic has deep experience

Jamie adds additional outside expertise

The IUPUI network is as the capacity for a Wikimedia Indiana



Current interest

- Thereare currently 4 interested users outside of the three founders

- We have worked with other local editors (students specifically) who
may not be aware of the project page

- We have several ideas and items in the pipeline with local
organizations, continuing the work that has already happened locally WIKIMEDIA

- Looking to branch beyond Indianapolis (and looking for INDIANA
recommendations)

- Joinus!
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Indiana Wikimedians User Group

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Wik
imedia_Indiana_with_state _outline.png
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Events

- Over the summer, we celebrated Pride with a Wiki Loves Pride
Indianapolis edit-a-thon at University Library, IUPUI.

- Food Deserts & Food Policy edit-a-thon at Ruth Lilly Law Library
inJuly

- Environmental Justice (in Indiana and globally) in November
with Herman B. Wells Library, Indiana University - Bloomington
& IUPUI Arts & Humanities Institute and IUPUI Library

During events, we've been able to work on several articles, including
writing multiple new articles. For each new article written we try to
submit a DYK to highlight the new work.

https://commons.wikimedia.ora/wiki/File:Editors

at_IUPUI_Wiki_Loves Pride_3.jpg
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Outreach: Institutional Partners

Indiana Memory

IUPUI Library digitized and
contributed many public domain
images from Indiana museums to
Indiana Memory
(https://digital.library.in.gov/).

Museum Personalized
Editathons

Using a museum’s Commons
images, we offer to facilitate
trainings and editathons focussed
on the interests of the Museum
and its patrons.

DPLA+Commons

By working with DPLA, we have
contributed many of these images
to Commons



Identify a Topic or Theme of

Outreach: Educators

Local Interest

Indy Pride

Indianapolis food deserts
Environmental justice in
Indianapolis
Afrofuturism & Indiana

Work with Interested Local
Educators

Librarians, research centers,
academic departments

Co-Host Editathons

e  |UPUI University Library

e  Robert H. McKinney
School of Law

. Indiana Arts and
Humanities Institute

e  Ray Bradbury Center

. Africana Studies



Outreach: Everyone?

Meetup page

Some have responded to our calls
for meetups and geonotices.

Locations

Most of our events have been
in-person (at IUPUI or at
museums) + virtual. Are there
better places? Public libraries?

Looking for broader
participation

We know there are dedicated
Wikimedians in the community.
How can we align with their
interests and schedules?



What's Working

e Insix months we have accomplished a lot!

e Museums professionals and educators seem really
excited about the possibilities

e We met some amazing student editors over the
summer

e Ourorganizing team is developing good internal
relationships

e Wehave abutton!

Button design with tongue-in-cheek nod to

) .«

Indiana’s “a state that works” logo



Challenges: Movement

Adulting: We have jobs and stuff

e New “normal”: Virtual + in person events make new
relationship building difficult

e Continuity: How to keep an excited new
Wikimedian engaged?

e Re-engagement: Indianapolis has a strong history
of GLAM Wi ki contributions ... public arts project,
Indiana Historical Society, Children’s Museum, and
more. How can we reconnect and leverage this
track record?

e Engaging the Public: Where are the Indy
Wikimedians?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ann_Dancing_by_Julian_Opie.jpg
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Find your network!

How do you do this in your city or state?
Who do you know from Indiana that we should reach out to?

Join us (newbies welcomed, we need all the help we can get)



