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Background. The Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) developed and
disseminated a Core Antimicrobial Stewardship (AS) Curriculum intended to formalize
AS training in infectious diseases (ID) fellowship programs in 2018. This study identified
individual program approaches to curriculum implementation and intended to use this
information to develop an implementation guide tailored to specific program needs.

Methods. We distributed surveys to all fellowship program directors (PDs) who
had previously implemented the Core AS Curriculum. Questions were designed to
identify ID program structure, curriculum participants, curriculum sections and ma-
terials utilized, and resources and barriers to implementation. Both structured and
qualitative responses were captured. The results were summarized descriptively and
organized into a framework connecting barriers to proposed solutions.

Results. PDs from 34 unique programs who had administered the Core
Curriculum to an estimated 405 ID fellows responded to the survey, out of the 159
institutions invited (21.4%). Most represented adult programs which had adminis-
tered the curriculum for at least 2 years (Table 1). Additional learners often included
ID faculty and pharmacy trainees, and teachers were mostly AS program leadership.
Most PDs reported limited faculty time as a barrier to implementation, whereas ded-
icated AS curricular time was a resource available to most programs (Figure 1).
Approaches to curriculum implementation based on survey responses relating to
each fellowship program feature were suggested, some of which applied to multiple
program features (Figure 2). Qualitative feedback was generally positive, and most
PDs indicated that they intended to continue to implement the curriculum.
Additional materials such as a facilitator guide and demonstrations were proposed
as other components which could assist with curriculum implementation.

Table 1. Descriptive characteristics of infectious diseases fellowship programs participating
in the survey.
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Figure 1. Self-reported barriers and resources described within each infectious diseases fel-
lowship program.

Figure 2. Roadmap for infectious diseases fellowship program features.

Roadmap with infectious diseases fellowship program features (rounded green boxes)
connected to identified potential approaches to curriculum implementation (rectan-
gular blue boxes). Program features are categorized as relating to conference structure,
program resources, or program barriers. Suggested approaches with potential applica-
tion to multiple program features are highlighted in orange.

Conclusion. The IDSACore AS curriculumprovides an effectivemeans of formal-
izing basic AS education into ID fellowship training. Curriculum implementation can be
optimized by tailoring to training program resources and unique features. An imple-
mentation roadmap may be a useful tool to assist ID fellowship PDs with this task.
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