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Books Using FSA Photos 

Some FSA photographers also worked with writers to publish books incorporating their photos 
along with a narrative to focus on a particular social problem. Likewise, many authors made use 
of free FSA photographs to illustrate their works. These books have become important 
documents of the Great Depression. They are also part of the history of documentary 
photojournalism. Students can choose one of these works and write a critical essay about the 
work. They can analyze how well the photographs compliment the text. Are the photographs 
used out of context? Do the photographs add to the impact of the work? Students can select a 
work from the list below: 

Agee, James, and Walker Evans. Let Us Now Praise Famous Men. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1941. 
 
Anderson, Sherwood. Home Town: The Faces of America. New York: Alliance, 1940. 
 
Barnes, Peter, ed. The People’s Land. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press Division, 1975.  
 
Caldwell, Erskine, and Margaret Bourke-White. Say, Is This the U. S. A. New York: Duell, 
Sloan, and Pearce, 1941. 
 
Caldwell, Erskine, and Margaret Bourke-White. You Have Seen Their Faces. New York: Modern 
Age Books, 1937. 
 
Chamberlain, Samuel, ed. Fair Is Our Land. 3rd ed. New York: Hastings House, 1967. 
 
Conrat, Maisie and Richard. The American Farm: A Photographic History. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1977. 
 
Coyle, David C. Land of Hope: The Way of Life in the Tennessee Valley. Evanston, IL: Row, 
Peterson & Co., 1941.  
 
Davidson, Marshall. Life in America. 2 vols. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 1974. 
 
Lomax, Alan, Woody Guthrie and Pete Seeger. Hard Hitting Songs for Hard Hitting People. 
New York: Oak Publications, 1967. 
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MacLeish, Archibald. Land of the Free. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1938.  

McCamy, James L. Government Publicity. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1939.  

Nixon, Herman C. Forty Acres and Steel Mules. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 
1938.  

Raper, Arthur F. Tenants of the Almighty. New York: Macmillan, 1943.  

Raper, Arthur F. Preface to Peasantry: A Tale of Two Black Belt Counties. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1936. 
 
Raper, Arthur F. and Ira De A. Reid. Sharecroppers All.  Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1941. 

Richardson, Lewis C. Puerto Rico, Caribbean Crossroads. New York: U. S. Camera Publishing 
Corporation, 1947.  

Rosskam, Edwin, and Ruby Black. Washington Nerve Center: The Face of America. New York: 
Alliance, 1939. 
 
Sandburg, Carl. Poems of the Midwest. 2 vols. New York: World Publishing Company, 1946. 
 
Smith, J. Russell, and M. Ogden Phillips. North America. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1940. 
 
Taylor, Paul S., and Dorothea Lange. An American Exodus: A Record of Human Erosion. New 
York: Reynal and Hitchcock, 1939. 
 
Vance, Rupert. How the Other Half Is Housed: A Pictorial Record of Sub-Minimum Farm 
Housing in the South. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 1936. 
 
Wilson, Charles M. Roots of America: A Travelogue of American Personalities. New York: Funk 
& Wagnalls, 1936. 
 
Wright, Richard and Edwin Rosskam. Twelve Million Black Voices: A Folk History of Negro in 
the United States. New York: Viking Press, 1941. 

  

 


