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Samuel Evan Opsahl

CIRCLE CITY STRIFE: GAY AND LESBIAN ACTIVISM DURING THE HUDNUT ERA
This paper will be discussiggy and lesbian activism Indianapolis during the
1980s and howthe mayoral administration at the time interacted with We know the
stories of Stonewall and San Francisco. But what about gay and lesbian activism in the
Midwest? What stories does Indianapolis have to telliz #esiswill cover how a
portion of the movement played out in Indianapoliswill shine a light on the 1980s
and look specifically at police discrimination on Monument Cigdgherings like the
Gay Knights rallies and the 1990 Celebration on thdeCiandpolitical efforts to
combat the HIV epidemidt will also explorehe localactionsby city government to
undertakethe urban renewalmovementand how those efforts interacted with queer
activism Collections from the Indiana Historical Sociétgiversity of Indianapolis, and
the Indiana State Library illuminate both sides of the social conflict to understand what
made this moment in Indianapoléstouchstone moment for the city. This thesaigjues
that gay and lesbian protests and social gathgsion Monument Circle rendered the
] dzZSSNJ O2YYdzyAllé AYLIRaaAaoftsS G2 AIy2NB Ay (K

Indianapolis into an entrepreneurial city.

Jennifer GuilianoPhD, Chair
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INTRODUCTION
On January 1, 1976, William Hudnut Il took office as Mayor of Indianapolis. A
wSLJzof AOlIYy>S KS g2dzZ R 60S02YS GKS f2y3asSai as
years. These years were marked by urban renewal, prpatgic partnershipsand
Unigov, the government structure that Indianapolis adopted in 1970 that consolidated
city-county into a single organizational unit. These activities coincided with the
Y2@SYSyid F2NJ 3Ire FtyR tfSaoAly SldatAade FyR
desire to reform Indianapolis into an entrepreneurial city shaped his political and
cultural work. His desire for revitalization led to an eventual clash between himself and
some of the proponents of the gay and lesbian movement within the Circle City.
INRAFYFLREAZQ Il e YR fSaoAly FFOGAGAAGA dziAf
well as those of HIV in the 1980s to establish their own goals of equity and recognition.
Mayor William Hudnut Il was unable to ignore these efforts. He ultimatstigblished
KAa 2y LIR2ftAOASAE NBIAFNRAYI LYRAFYFLREAAQ |
O2YYdzyAGe a | 1S& aSOG2NI 2F (GKS OAdeqQa LR
| utilize three definitions when referring to the community commonly
categorized as LGBTQ throughout the duratbthis historical summary and
ddzo aSljdzSyd Fylfearay a3lreés af SaoAlyés 2NJ
1999 workA Desired PasAmericans have engaged in sasex or queer activities

across history but have not always identifibdmselves by either of these labéls.

! LeilaRupp,A Desired Past: A Short History of S&e# Love in Ameri¢@&hicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1999



¢KSNB A& |y lYoAddzade G2 GKS&S AYRAGARdZ f &
3SYRSNJ I YR &SEdzZ fAGéd wdzlll) a1 843 aaSEdz £ Al

practiced the same way across history anddas6 R~ (i K S In thé feudedvdrié of this

A
(Vp))

¥ aAasy a3dlreéé¢ A& Fy R2SOUAGS F2NI I YIy 6K
FR2SOGAGS F2NI I 62YlLYy K2 ARSYGATASa | a K2
specifically, because they were utilizeg local queer Indianapolis newspapers during

GKS LISNA2R 2F SELIX 2N} dA2yd ¢KS GSN¥Y a4l dzS SN
aF'YS 3ANRdzZL) 2F LIS2LI Sd® vdzSSNJI 61 & Ucerduiyo SR | &
Historian Reginal Kunzelnotedi H nmy G KF G 1jdzZSSNJ 61 & aSYo NI O
F23AYAtFGA2yAad LldzyOKé Ay GKS mpyna YR mo

A

L2 g SNFdzf FylfteadAaoé GKIG O2dzZ R 0SS dzaSR at

ax

normative modes of gender and sexu@libléy | RRAGA2Y I al OGA DA aGE
to an individual who is working to further the betterment of Indianapolis gay and
lesbian community through political actions of interacting with politicians, protesting,
and voicing their thoughts and opons through the press. The activists | analyze reject
the common conception of activism established by Pierdealite Protestwhich
suggests a meeker nature for activists in Indianapolis.
In his 2016 monograph titleQueer Clout: Chicago and the Rig&ay Politics
Timothy Steware A Y 1 SNJ O2yAARSNBE OAle 3I20SNYYSyiliQa

GOGKS dzNBFy OKIFNIOGSNI 2F AL e LREAGAOCA Ol yy?2

2 Rupp,A Desired PastO0.
3Kunze]Reginad ¢ KS t 2 g SNJ 2 TAmerizh SlistbricahRevie®ecBnber
2018,15641565



crucial role that state and local governments played in the jgalireorientation in
GKAOK &2O0AFf AadadzsSax Y2O0SR FNRBY (GKS YINBHAY
Indianapolis, understanding urban renewal and Unigov is critical to understanding the
OAGeQa 1jdzSSNJ L2t AGAOFt | Odisc@hdinatory pgleigdS YSy i |
they achieved. In his 1990 bodke Rough Road to Renaissartustorian Jon Teaford
y2iSa 0GKIFIGx Ay GKS 2SIFNR F2fft26Ay3 22NIR 2
share of American affluence and polish their tarnistied | 3 S ® ¢ LYRALFYILRTA
3dzOK OAGed ¢KSANI GFNYyAaKSR AYF3IS O2yGNI adas
FEAIKGE FNBY GKS OAGASA (2 &dzodzZNDAFX FyR A
the movement of the middle class away from the ino#gy and its blights of poverty
and crime. Urban renewal addressed a perceived lack of vitality and wealth that sought
to entice those who had left to return. This paper will specifically analyze practices of
urban revitalization that took place in thetgiof Indianapolis as they confronted these
challenges.

tFadSR AYy mMmdpTtn GKS O2y a2t ARFGAZ2Y 2F LYy
Y2ald 2F GKS &dz2NNRBdzy RAY 3 al kdhpgayallelt@Rtiey (i @ Qa 32
efforts of urban renewal in Indianafis. Unigov streamlined the conjoined government
system, weeded out redundancy, and promoted efficiency. It also infamously enabled
al NA2y [ 2dzyieQa &dzodz2NDBlFys> LINBR2YAYylFIyidfteée wS
within the city. Referred to by IndianaposS Y2 ONJ Ga | a ! yAINI 6€ 3

and its resultant political concentration in the hands of Republican voters effectively



AATSYOSR LYRAIFYFLREAAQ YAY2NARGE O2YYdzyAdGAS
gueer, transgender, and female Hoosiers

¢CKS LYRAFYILRtA& DIFEe&k[ SaoAly [ 2FftAGA2Y
regards to queer civic rights throughout the events of this thesis, was comprised of
LYRAFYFLRtAAQ fSIRAY3 33L& FYyR tSaoAly | OGA
Berg, Sarris, and their compatriots developed cdpd statewide organizations to
educate the larger queer community about issues of concern, provide an opportunity
for community gatherings, and to ensure recognition by local government. The IGLC and
their goals are products of both the pe8YWII homophile movement in the United
States as well as the ensuing gay liberation movement following the events at Stonewall
in 1969%

In parallel to this thesis is a digital public history component comprising tours
and entries created for the Discover Indiana mobile application available at:

https://publichistory.iupui.edu/® Public history, which interprets and applies history

methods for the general public and tliegiudiences, recognizes the need for additional
interpretations of queer histories and communities. Historian Susan Ferentinos writes,

G[D. ¢ KAAG2NAOFf AYGSNIINBGIFGA2Y OFy F2aiSN

Al AAUZ2NRLEY W2KY 5Q9YATAZ2Qa @2N] X Ay LI NIAOc
movement as well as the development of the gay and lesbian community as a minorit

In addition,understanding the meaning of the events that took place in Indianapolis

requires a broader understanding of queer activism, and queer history in general, on the
national level.

5 Specifically, the project, as it now exists, consists ofeditees that cover police

harassment, the Gay Knights rallies, the 1990 Celebration on the Circle, The Body Works,

and Justice, Ind hese entries can be found in the Appendix.


https://publichistory.iupui.edu/

history, expand audiences andliections, and provide a sense of belonging to a group
gK2aS O2yGNROdziAz2ya (2 GKS YICENBY IRY@HQOSS
Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Hist®ities which details the interaction
between queer history and publiustory, serves as a model of the type of scholarship |
hope to promote with this thesis.
Utilizing queer theory as a leading methodology, my analysis is largely based
around the writings of Annamarie Jagose and Nikki Sullivan. Queer theory devebped a
a lens through which to analyze sexuality and queerness in the 1990s. Theorist Jagose
argues that queer theory is the culmination of prior activist efforts. Queer is an inclusive
element to identity politics, breaking from the norm and allowing individua truly
KI @S | dzy AljdzS A RS yA(CktiGad roductidh SDNRraleanguix ¢ A O Y
for the different actions that queer theory can allow an individual to take and what the
consequences of those actions are. This demonstrates whatajaelm when queer
theory interacts with race, masculinity, fetishism, pop culture, and other social facets.
{KS I NBdzSa GKFG [[dzSSNJ 6KS2NE OFly 06S dzaSR i
look at them from a more inclusive and humanizing point of viElere is an underlying
O2y OSLJi GKIFG S@OSNB2YyS A& | fAGGES @l dzSSNWE
For the sake of this thesis, queer theory will be applied to examine how the IGLC
FOUAGA&GA | GGSYLIWISR (2 aljdzSSNE LYRAFYIFLREA

didtheyand Hudni Sy 3F 3S Ay GKS al di6sBdddons deésusd®E L2 f A

6 Susan Ferentino$nterpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Gibeslon:
Rowman and Littlefield, 2015)5
" Ferentinosnterpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic .Sites



Ay Lzt A0 2y az2ydzYSyid / ANDfSK ¢Kdzas F2N (K
j dZSSNE gAff KAIKEAIKG Y2YSyda gKSNB 020K |
process of inclsionary politics, specifically the inclusionary politics of meshing the

RNEFYa 2F GKS OAGeQa 1jdzSSNI O2YYdzyAle 6AGK

The activist leaders detailed in this thesis are predominantly white, and almost
entirely male? The focus on Mayor Hudnut and his clash with a select group of
Indianapolis activists lends itself to a focus on gay men and their interactions with the
city and its leadership.

/| KFLJASNI hyS> daxAarzya 2F | |1 2te [/ AGeex
ambitoya 2F dzZNBly NBySglf F2NJ GKS OAded L | NH
in Indianapolis were a Niebuhrian project of social responsibility and faith played out on
a grand, entrepreneurial scale. Additionally, readers will be introduced to Bamig,Sa
FYR GKSANI RNBIYa F2NJ G§KS 1jdzSSNI O2YYdzyAilieéQa
G0KSaS AYRAQDGARzZE £ & F2NOSR | dzRydzi (2 @l dzSSNE
to-face meetings in the fall of 1983. This 1983 meeting between the mhyora

administration and the IGLC established an ambiguous relationship that lacked

8 Future scholarship may draw comparisons between the movement of the Indianapolis
LGBTQ minority in this paper and the movement of the Indianapolis black minority in
g2N] & fA1S Roit®©KdteNtRose corBpedddhSaie outside the scope of
thiswork.

9Women like Kathy Sarris, a member of the IGLC and head of Justice, Inc., play key roles
as either activists or constituents in this history, most of the historical actors in this

thesis will ultimately focus on men like Stanley Berg and Mayor ttudinere is so

much more research to be done on each group and the influence Indianapolis women
had on each.



intentionality in public. It would play out on Monument Circle for the remainder of the
decade.

Ly /KFLIISNI ¢g23 aYYyAIKGaAa 2F GKS w2dzyR a
protests on Monument Circle which came as a response by the IGLC cohort-to anti
queer police discrimination on Monument Circle in summer 1984. This chapter explores
the role of police harassment and discrimination in fracturing relationships between the
Mayor and gay and lesbian activists in 1984. | argue that Hudnut created an
SYGANRYYSy(d (GKIFG Fftft26SR F2N LRt AOS K2ailAft
urban renewal endeavors and a noncommittal attitude towards queer activists. | then
analyze how gay ahlesbian activists made use of Monument Circle, a key piece of
| dzZRy dzi Q& dz2NB Iy NBySglf Lilyaz (G2 | OKAS@S
Monument Circle rendered the Indianapolis queer community impossible for Hudnut to
ignore in his largermams for the city.

Ly [/ KFLIISNI ¢KNBSE a! /SESoNIGA2Y AYy [ NR
from the midto-late 1980s to the early years of the 1990s as it impacted the
relationship between Hudnut and the IGLC cohort. While Hudnut and his administration
focusedon changing policy, Berg and Sarris pushed for education on the sexual health in

GKS OAGeQa 1jdzSSN) O2YYdzyAded L | NBdAzS GKIFG 0

O«

| dZRy dziQa |yR (GKS | OGAQAAGAQ OGAaA2yE 2F |
g2dzLJAaQ NBfIFIGA2YAKAL 6AGK 2yS Fy20KSNI GALl |1
L Oft2asS o0& Fyltelayad GKS mdoppn /St SoNIGAZ2Y

for Indiana Secretary of State, arguing that both groups faced a familiar cotbestar



space and queer public recognition on Monument Circle despite their altered
relationship.

Cumulatively, | argue that Mayor Hudnut, Berg, and Sarris contested the space
on Monument Circle via protests and community celebrations, which rendered
Indi- Y LI2f AaQ 1jdzZSSNI O2YYdzyAte& AYLRaairotsS (2
entrepreneurial city were endangered by the public debacles on Monument Circle,
police discrimination, and the HIV crisis. Activists established their own dreams for city
widerecognih 2y G KI G O2y Tt A OI-8deeddobrs dd dn taRsfedsioh & ¢
Monument Circle, these two groups engaged in a queering of city policy that both

STFFSOGSR | dzRy dziQa RNBIFYa F2NJ GKS OAadGe FyR

a minority ofvalue in the eyes of city leadership.



CHAPTER ONE: VISIONS OF A HOLY CITY

At the beginning of 1983, Mayor William Hudnlitwas gearing up to run for a
second term as mayor. His urban renewal efforts in the city of Indianapolis and his
RSAANB St @S {KSoL¥2lyOS S NI SKFA YR YARSANB/ [y 2 &S ON
Circle had undergone a renovation in the late 1970s to tayrdbrick pavement® The
city had held the National Sports Festival in 1982. Ground had already broken on an
expansion to the convention center as well as the Hoosier Dome, which would convince
the Baltimore Colts to move to Indianapolis in 1984. The godme owner of the
Indiana Pacers Herb Simon was meeting with Hudnut about sponsoring urban renewal
efforts in downtown Indianapolis, including the construction of Circle Centre¥all.
While these revitalization efforts brought considerable successéatty, they also
brought Hudnut into contact with queer activists in the city of Indianapolis. His initial
interactions with these individuals formed a contentious relationship that would play
itself out on Monument Circle over the course of the followitegade.

Prior to his time in Indianapolis, Hudnut attended Union Theological Seminary in
the mid-1950s where he was mentored by Reinhold Niebiiiebuhr rejected
religious righteousness to focus instead on social responsibility as both a man of faith
FYR I LREAGAOIT 2LISNFYGAGS® 'a AydStfSOGdz €

A M LA

[ AYAGAESZ DbAS o-oekedrsNiuieEhsrthéirdBgmatisnNazSliberalism,

10The Indianapolis StaMarch 15, 1978
Ugal &2 N td He\widan, March 27, 19§8JIndy Mayoral Archives
2William Hudnut IlIMinister/Mayor (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1952)



O2YYdzyAayYs 2N azyYSBHudhMiplenEnted dsh Geliets insyiA G & o ¢

posting as pastor of Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis at the age of 30. In his

book, Minister/Mayor, Hudnut wrote of two goals as the head of the church: to rebuild

connections within the church and to build positive relationships between tiueah

and the community4l S gNAGS&AX aL 2FFSNBR (GKS 2LIAYAZY

KSI@Syteé YAYRSR (KS&@ IINB y2 SINIKte& 3I22R0

on the issues of the day. | preached the importance of volunteering, of lranotyed,

2T aK2gAy3d (e tiansidgicheddis paBsRionérs from rote religious

dogmatism to a community actieariented congregation. Community action would be a

1S StSYSyid 2F 1 dzRydziQa adNIGS3e 2F dz2NbBIl Yy
Encouraging his churchtofvadzy G SSNE | dzRy dzi 4 NRGSZ aL 0 ¢

@2t dzy 0SSN F QUA@AGexe 3I2Ay3 2y G2 al® GKI G

| S O2ylAydzSa o6& FFTRRAy3I>X aL FSSt GKIFG LRtAG

constitutes servicetopeople. t 2f AGAOAa ¢l a Kz2fe& @g2N] | a KA

his time at Second Presbyterian encouraged social responsibility through public office.

His political efforts were intrinsically tied to his fatthHudnut was sworn into office as

13 RaymoncdHaberski Jr, A Theology of LimiésReviews in American Histoiyol. 40,

No. 4 (December 2012%73.

14 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 31.

15 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 31-32.

16 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 32.

17 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 39.He would go on to serve one term in the United States
House of Representatives as a Republican candidate where he would learn about the
nuances of political reorganizatioNevertheless, he lost thee-election in the wake of

the Watergate scandal and returned to Indianapatisun for mayor

10



mayor on Januarl, 1976, inheriting a city united with the county through the
implementation of Unigov by Mayor Richard Lugar in 1970.

| dzRy dzi F @aLIANBR FT2N) §KS /ANDES /AGe G2 a
YSAIKO2NAR ¢Aff 62N] | YR R daherlikedit@sayStheK SNI Ay
KdzYty NI OS gAff 0SS GNIM&AR2NKRR A i 2 OSdzEl i K
required a process of urban renewal which called for the establishment of Indianapolis
Fa Fy &Sy i NSIBNSePrdnetidl, HudAud nieandté move his city
towards a place of financial prominence and change by collectively engaging in several
ySé @OSyidzaNBa da/ AdASa OFy &aSAT S 2L NIdzyAd
a0 NHzOG dzZNBSRZ ¢ | dzR yedrselves bishigySchange (add topByidkes U K
NEGAGEIEEAT Ay3a F2NOSa Ay GKS YARRN dRY dafzl@B | y
desire for urban renewal in Indianapolis was akin to a holy journey that would enable a
path to greatness for the city and its e#ins. For Hudnut, the urban revitalization

LINEPOS&da 6Fa bASOdzKNRA QGAaA2Yy 2F az20Alf NBa

O«

G¢KNRdzZAK f20Ff AYyAOGAlIGAGSE GKS@& wOAGASaS

(0p))

competitive positonsandthequali @ 2F f A TS G KSA NI GWibdnl Sy &
renewal, in his eyes, was a wholesome community with all citizens contributing.
| dzRy dzi Q& LRfAGAOIET ARSydAde 41 & F2NHSR

the Christian Right. Composed of consetv A S & NBaLRyRAy3a (G2 GKS o

18 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 164165.
19 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 20-21.
20 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 20-21.
21 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 20-21.

11
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GKS modcnaédr (GKS&S LREtAGAOIE Y2@8SYSyiGa SELN
VI GdzNE 2F 3ASYRSNE 4SEdzRP¢KSEAN) ¥ANNWES ISTY OFR
the participation of the queer minag and gender fluid individuals in the public space.
These movements embodied the righteousness that Niebuhr had warned of in seminary
school. While beneficial to Hudnut as a passionate Republican voting base, the New
Right and Christian Right challenges belief in community action by rejecting
minority-F 2 Odza SR SYRSIF @g2N& a ¢Sff Fa 3INRdzZJA (KI
archetype (i.e. white and heterosexual). Denouncing both separatism, as the lack of
NBf ATA2Y YR aY2NIiA IO20@E3A RSNG (FAGRay2¢t dEINRRAYY 3L.J2)
ARSYGATAOIGAZ2YE 2F LREAGAOAE 6AGK GKS RAQAY
extremes, however, there lies viable middle ground where the interplay between
religion and political campaigning rightfully take¥ | ®Muettlike the Religious Right,
| dzRy dzi YIFAYGlFIAYSR KA&a aY2NlIf O2YyAARSNIGAZ2Y
choices and vision for the city. However, he also focused on minority communities
suffering from social inadequacies. In attemptingévitalize the city of Indianapolis as
a united community, he aimed to keep himself situated in the aforementioned middle
ground.

Amidst the unfolding of his second mayoral campaign, Hudnut and his
administration experienced their firstiperson intera&tion with queer activists in

%

hOG206SN) mpyod {SSRa 2F (GKS RAGA&aAZ2Y (2 O2Y

22 Marc Stein,Rethinking the Gay and Lesbisiovement(New York: Routledge, 2012)
116.
23 Stein,Rethinking the Gay and Lesbisiovement 116.

12



LYRALFYIFLIR2tAA DIFE&k[ SaoAly [/ 2FfA0A2Yy 2@SNJI |jdz
use of public space were sowed at this meeting. Thisidiviwould play itself out during
GKS (G662 3IANRdzLIAQ AYUSNI OGA2ya 2y az2ydzySyua |/
decade.

The Indianapolis Gay/Lesbian Coalition (IGLC), a collection of leadership from
multiple gay/lesbian groups in the Circle City, caogether in late 1982 in an effort to
KFEYyRES gKIG GKS& @GASHESR a YAAAYTF2NNIGAZ2Y
f SFRSNAKAL) Fo62dzi GKS 3IFre FyR tSaoAaly 02YYdz
news coveragé* Representatives of IGLC wrote to Hddth Q& 2 F¥FA OS NBIj dzS & i

AleqQa OKAST

O

gAGK GKS al&@2Ntra ¢Sttt +a GKS
letter stated:

If the media is to rely on the Indianapolis Police Department [IPD] for accurate
information, then IPD must be able differentiate between a criminal element within
GKS 3Areé& O02YYdzyAdes IyR (GKS Oldz2t O2YYdzyAld
with you, Police Chief Joseph McAtee, and Public Safety Director Richard Blankenbaker.
Such a meeting would surely bertéfie entire Indianapolis communitp.

This request by the IGLC leadership for intentional interactions and
conversations with Indianapolis authorities presented an opportunity for dialogue.

Hudnut responded that the IGLC should meet with Director Blardiestto express

their concerns. While the directness of the IGLC request bears some resemblance to

24 The WorksNovember 1982Indiana Historical Society
25 ¢gTom E. Green Jr. to Mayor Hudnut, November 14, 498thdyMayoral Archives

13



their coastal gay liberation counterparts in New York City and San Francisco, this call for
dialogue and education is much more in line with the homophile’@meents of the
1950s and 1960s.
Homophile groups of the 50s and 60s were tighit and focused on the
unification of the queer community. They hosted discussion groups to challenge anti

gueer attitudes rather than public protests, which would be a halkradrlater aspects

ofthemovement®l A AU 2NRA Y W2KY 5Q9YAf A2 ISeBazSa Ay

Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual Minority in the United States,
19401970that these homophile movements and their tendenciesdiscussion over
passionate displays during the pesar years were what led to the creation of a publicly
recognizable and seware homosexual minority in the United States. To examine

these notions, he chronicled the actions of the Mattachine Sgcibe Daughters of

Bilitis, andONEmagazine as part of his study, who presented with similar motives and

actions to the IGLC in Indianapolis in the early 198T%e IGLC intended to educate

OrtGe tSIRSNBKALI 2y GKS y S éninunitgas Adioanydy AT S

They also hoped to educate leaders about the needs associated with the queer
communities in the city.

The summer of 1969 brought the Stonewall Riots of New York City, which began
in the early hours of June 28. Fed up with policealsament, queer protestors took to

the streets sparking two waves of activism that would envelop the queer activist

26 Stein,Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movemei&.
2TW2 Ky 5 9eXudlPoliicg, Sexual Communijt{&hicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2nd ed., 1998).
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movement into the 1980s: gay liberation and lesbian femin$fach movement and
its participants were frustrated with discrimination towarthe queer minority. They
expressed an outward pride in their orientation and a willingness to take action to
OKIFy3S GKSANI LX AIKIG GKNRAZAK Lzt AO LINRPGSAD
more in line with the homophile work done in previous decatlesii KS O2F f AGA2YyY Q
to ask for a meeting with city leadership displays a first step in a subtle transition toward
Stonewallstyle political protests that liberationists in New York and San Francisco
favored for their necessitation of a public resporselocal government.

hy WFydzNE mMnX mpyoX 2FFAOALIE A FTNRBY (GKS
GKS LD[/ NBIljdzSaGd o0& YSSGAy3a 6A0GK YSYOSNHER 2
represented by Blankenbaker, mayoral aide Roger Coleman, and citpettdohn
Ryan, while the IPD sent Deputy Chief Bob Ward and three other members of the
department. Mayor Hudnut and Police Chief McAtee were notably not in attendance at
the meeting. This suggested an initial reluctance from both individuals to engalge in t
involvement of queer activists, practices, and recommendations in inner workings of
Indianapolic I & lj dzS S NR& y 3 €° THsTabsénkelwds ahJaflyAindidatOrihdt
| dzZRy dzi Q& NBf | GA2YyAKAL) 6AGK GKA& o NI A Odz I N.

O2YYdzyAGe |OUA2YyX Fa 2LI12aSR (2 az2ysS 27F GK

28 Stein,Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Moveméi.
29The WorksFebuary 183, Indiana Historical Society.
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black minority via the formation of task forces as well as conversations with some of the
OrxideqQa ! FNAROF Y3 YSNAOFY Of SNHeYSy®

The IGLC was represented at the meetingtanley Berg, Kathy Sarris, Pat
Brown, Mary Byrne, Tom Green, James Mallow, and Marla Devendorg. Berg and Sarris,
AY LI NIOAOdzZ  NE ¢gSNB fSIFRAYy3I FT2NOS&Bekgy (GKS
was the head of The Body Works bathhouse indndpolis and publisher dthe Works
gay magaziné? as well as its eventual successbne New Works New?$ Both news
magazines were an advertising tool for The Body Works as they proposed to further
GUGKS RNBIY 2F I dACKBS K SHlae YO AY Y deyyiSke o4& a2 a
O22LISNI GA2Y | Y23 \Ehildon 8ppositzsides/ofthesisSud df gue
NAIKGAa GFOGAOrtfter . SNHQaA NKSI2NRO ai1SsSR
pushed for unity and teamwork in hopes of building a better community. Berg, for

SEFYLX S oNRGS (2 SyO2dz2N»y 3S NBIRSNA (G2 a0z

30William Hudnut lIThe Hudnut Yeaiis Indianapolis, 1974991 (Bloomington:

Indiana University Press, 1995), 26.

311t should be noted however that while Berg and Sarris (and their accompanying

tactics) weresources of some of the hallmark moments that led to these interactions

GAGK GKS OAGeQa YI@2Nlf FTRYAYAAUGNIX A2y GK
engaged in queering Indianapolis politics. For instance, while these two were just

getting theirrespective starts in the city in 1977, Mary Byrne was an activist who was

already welentrenched. Byrne organized the protest of the infamous Anita Bryant rally

that year and opened the popular feminist bar, Labyris, two years later at Michigan

Street am College Avenue. Other Indianapolis activists engaged with queer political

activism at the time included Marla Stevens and Kent Robinson.

32The WorksOctober 1981Indiana Historical Societgerg startedlTheWorksin

hOG206SNI mpym (2 YINBAN2YI S2 B (1XKISE RANKRSWRSR Wy S
33 Berg was also representing ti&reater Indianapolis Gay Business Association (GIGBA)

on the IGLC.

34 The WorksOctober 1982Indiana Historical Society

35The WorksOctober 1982IndianaHistorical Society
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1y26 &2dz NBE 3JIFreX LF SOSNE LISNB2Y RAR GKI
that their sister, father, uncle, or some member of their family is gay; then acceptance
g2dZ R 0S Y2NB NBIRAt & F2NIKO2YAYy3Idén ¢KAA |

promoting homophile actions of education and leaning into the prougouar-face

w»

FGGAGdzZRS 2F GKS fAO0OSNIGA2yA A&l Y2QSYSydo

YSeall LISNI (12 2a0AtftldS 0SGeSSy (GKS (62 I a

community and their rights. As noted by American Studies scholar Craig Loftin in his

2012 bookMasked Voiceghe establishment of a queer newspaper or magazine like

this one was key to the creation of a queer subculttfBerg ensured that the

Indianapolisqueer community was staying informed, becoming more unified, and

maintaining a consistent presence in the public eye. This would be a presence that

| dzZRYy dz Q& | RYAYAAUNY A2y ¢2dA R y20 06S FoftS
Sarris was president of Justice, Inc., a staige adwcacy organization for queer

Hoosiers that began a mere month affBne WorksSarris met with several of the

a0 GSQa [dzSSNI 2NBFYAT A2y a A WAL/ @dmy 3N m o

YV2O0KAY 3 KIFLIWSYSR AY LYRAIFYFLR2tAA RdZNAYy3I DI

(activists) got together that year at the Mitbwn Ramada Inn. We formed a Pride Week

Committee and we organized and sponsored the 1981 Pride Week Brunah Bssex

| 2dza S BROOKSINDEINR dzLIA Go6S3IlFY | LIIINRF OKAY 33 dza ¢

36 Craig M. LoftinMasked Voices: Gay Men and Lesbians in Cold War Amgibany:
State University of New York Press, 2012).

37 The WorksDecember 1981Indiana Historical Society

38 The WorksDecember 1981IndianaHistorical Society
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S SYRSR dzLJ R2AYy3 a2YS (eSS 2F adlriaSeAR
2dzi 2F GKS ySSR T2NJ az2YS (GeLl)S 2 PSNORRAERAYI
efforts with Justice worked to queer public spaces by celebrating the gay and lesbian
minority in public. Its main activities were the development of a successful Gay Pride

Week as well as queer voter registratifin 1982 alone, Gay Pride Week geated
approximately 100,000 participants in Marion Coufitfhis advocacy for queer

participation in public spaces was not without personal sacrifice as Sarris found herself

O

l.j

GKS GAOGAY 2F Iy |GGFrO]1 2dziaARS fa®Nibes 2 NJ LI

meetings in August 1982. This incident illuminated the prevalentguder violence
that the IGLC was working against within the éity.

At the meeting with Blankenbaker, Berg, Sarris, and their allies presented a list of
seven recommendation®t | dzRy dzi Qa I RYAYA&AGNI GA2YY

GOGKS SadrofAaKYSyd 2F | fAFLAaAz2y 6AGKAY
community; the relevant education of police officers and staff aboutrgtated needs;
an affirmative policy statement concerning the treatmentgaiys by police officers; the
assignment of crimes against gays to the appropriate departments; the use of proper
and inoffensive language by IPD, especially when dealing with the news media; an

affirmative policy statement concerning the employment of gay IPD; and the respect

39The WorksDecember 1981Indiana Historical Society
40The WorksOctober 1982Indiana Historical Society
41 The Indianapolis Stadune 281982.

42 The Indianapolis Stadune 281982.
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Blankenbaker agreed to review these recommendations with a fellpw

(0p))
(0p))

Y GAYy3 AO0KSRdz SR (KNEPRdzZAK D NBoShgradis dit§owrdt I G SR
YR FAYR 02YY2y 3ANRdzyR F'yR gltea GKIG ¢S OF
CtKAad aSydAayYSyd sl a SOK2SR 06& 2| NRX ¢gK2 al A
odZAt RAy3a gl tftasded 2FNR |faz2 SiidhbrfaciBgR I RSa&
LYRALFYFLR2tA&Q 3 MBoth BlamkenbaRel and Wafd werk riédepti& yoa ®
the recommendations. They appeared to activists to be working in good faith towards a
aSyasS 2F O2YLINRYAAS SOK2AyY BronotRyyiizi Q&4 @A a2
| 26 SOSNE 2| NRQa RS&AANB F2NJ LINPLISNI O02YYdzyA O
hinted at the lack of recognition of the harassment faced by queer individuals from the
Indianapolis Police Department, where he served. Activists ofGh€lleft the meeting
gAUK | aSyasS 2F LINRPINBaay asS ¢Syid Ayaz2 GK
NBadzZ 0 ¢la I aSNA2dza yR LRaAGAGS YSSGAy3aod
A smaller second meeting was organized for April 14, 1983 between Berg, Green,
and Jackie Johnsompresenting the ILGC and Blankenbaker, Ward, and a handful of
20KSNJ OAle 2FFAOAIf & ( £IGROrépeseatativesfoupd Q& NB O

themselves repeating the recommendations from the last meeting. City officials simply

43 The WorksFebruary 1983Indiana HistoridaSociety.
44 The WorksFebruary 1983Indiana Historical Society.
45 The WorksMay 1983 Indiana Historical Society
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responded that the deMepments needed time to happetf¢ KS OA G & Qa 02y OSNJ
time was legitimate. It also illustrated reticence about how to approach the public
gueering of Indianapolis policy through the participation of queer activists in the
political sphere. Blankenbakand Ward had shown the willingness to meet, but actual
actions had yet to happen. The way forward with the recommendations was much
murkier.
Negative interactions between the IPD and members of IGLC during the summer
nearly derailed the prospects of thie-person meeting between Hudnut and the IGLC
that was intended to follow the Blankenbak&/ard meeting. The June 1983 copylbie
WorksLINAY G SR | adGlraSYSyd FTNRBY | @A0S OFLIIFAY
priority this year is Holliday Park on thethside. The problem there, as usual, is the
K2 Y2aS$SE dzI 4 In additibrd, #lAcal ety station ran a story at the end of the
month that Deputy Chief of Police Ward had made arcafhera statement calling The
.2R@ 22N] & GYy20KAKINBRRBZAGEWY CKAXI B6asAy N
ONAGAOAAY GKFG GKS Lt5 gl ayQid TForhdndwsg 2 NJ AY
O2@SNI 3S YR NBLEZNI SR G2 .SNEH YINOKAy3a i
GRSYIF YR |y | L} f*WhieTHeW@KehotdsKhat n@apdlogyinéas
provided, Berg met with Chief McAtee, Ward, and a mayoral aide which led to the

NEBtSHES 2F F 22Ayi yS6a NBE ® a5 ONRGAOATAY

46 The WorksMay 1983 Indiana Historical Society
4" The WorksJune 1983Indiana Historical Society
48 The WorksAugust 1983Indiana Historical Society
49 The WorksAugust 1983Indiana Historical Society
50The WorksAugust 1983Indiana Historical Society
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The tensions at play in this situation demonstrate the realities atpol
KFNFaaySyid (2¢6FNRa LYRAIFYIFLREAAQ [[dzZSSNI O2Y
LD[/ Q&a NBO2YYSYRIUGA2yad ¢KS dzaS 2F Lzt A0
government as deviant in a city that focused on urban renewal led to heavy police
intervention. This exchange also demonstrated the power Treg Work$iad begun to
afford Berg. He was able to arrive unannounced at the seat of city government and gain
an audience with officials that resulted in a joint public statement. The releasesof thi
22AyG adlraSYSyld akK2gSR | gAftAay3daySaa G2 ON
administration and leading queer activists. It also signaled a step forward in the
developing relationship between the two sides.

With the tense encounter with Berg resolved, Maytudnut finally met in
person with six members of the IGLC on October 3, 1983 to discuss discrimination, the
status of the gay and leshbian community as a minority, and political advétacy.

Representing the IGLC were Berg, Sarris, Green (an edifbhdédvorkg, Ruth Peters

(representing Indiana NOW), Charles Wyeth (from Dignity/Central Indiana), and Philip

Mischler (of the Fellowship organization). As the meeting got underway, Hudnut

confirmed that he viewed the gay and lesbian community of the cityramarity. He
GFrRYAGGSR GKFG KS KIR Wy 3E&oding @oaiokf 2y 0K
Hudnutg Sy i 2y G2 T FFANY GAYy | O2YF2NIIFIo6fS YLy

deny any gay and lesbian individual an opportunity in Indianapolis. He was open to

51 The WorksNovember 1983Indiana Historical Society.
52The WorksNovember 1983Indiana Historical Society.
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creating advisory roles for the gay and lesbian community within his administration.

Hudnut al® expressed interest in amending the Executive Order orcoityty

employment discrimination to include a line about sexual orientatibiHe also noted

0KS alLl2aairoAtAide 2F Aadaadziy3a | LINROfIFYIFOAZ2Y

2 S S Y Botthe activists, this dialogue represented progress. It also exposed the

hurdles still facedThe Worky 2 4 SR G Kl G | dzZRy dzi él a Ay &a20JA

a meeting with gay and lesbian citizéfi$de turned down multiple invitations to gay

and lesbia events as well as a photo opportunity at the end of the meeting that would

have been made available publi€. dzRy dzi Q&4 NBaLl2yasS G2 (GKS&S

have to realize that | am in a difficult position. | feel that everyone should have access to

thS al 82NX L dzadzttteé& KIFIGS G2 GNB G2 F@2AR 3!

NRPEFR FfdK2dzaK L GNB G2 fAadaSy G2 fft aiARSa
Though marketing himself as a politician who advocated for volunteerism and

social responsibility, Hudnut distanced himsedini Berg and Sarris at this meeting. His

53 The Waks, November 1983Indiana Historical Society.

54 The WorksNovember 1983Indiana Historical Society.

55 These exchanges also necessitate a discussibheofWork® L2 0 Sy GAlf oAl &
the events of the meeting. While there is no reason not to tddeequotations printed

in The Workss accuratéthe outlet was a necessity for the queer community given

their absence in major sources likée Indianapolis Starit does feel editorialized to

LINAY G GKFG | dzRy dzii 4 [Ahoughythatwanidve shaadikelRthedt O2 Y T 2
case at the meeting, it is still nonetheless something tricky to convey in good faith in a

news article. Thus, while this artickad othersmostly assist in conveyirige broader

scope of eventgheyalso subtlyco@Se GKS LD[/ Qa NBIFIOGA2ya (K|
the article too.Further research into this meeting and the rest of the events of this

thesis would be best started with the Indiana Archives and Records Administration as

well as IPD records.

56 The WorksNovember 1983Indiana Historical Society.
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placing of value on his ability to interact with all parties suggests that he felt that this
was a key ability of his in achieving his goals of urban renewal and a holy city. It
provided him an opportunity toignoré KS Y2 NB G RAFFAOdzZ ¢ | OGA 2
LD[/ FtOUGA@GAAGA 2y | LlzofAO fS@St® | dzRydzi |
of Indianapolis political norms behirdoseddoors, hearkening back the issues of social
justice instilled in hinby Niebuh®’¢ KA & A & FA G0 A y-énteFed paditiaGsk S OA { ¢
IABSY (UKS d4o0SKAYR Of2aSR R22NE¢ Yyl GdzNB (KlI
Republican politicians. A consolidated government, while efficient, allowed for fewer
people to be involved in making decisions. Public knowledge oétaesvities would
dzy RSNXOdzii | dzRy dzi Qa NKSG2NRO 2F O2YYdzyAide Sy
premium on public appearances in relation to his perception of how they weftedt
success of his agenda. Interactions with the queer communities beimgudeed by the
bS¢ wAIKG FILrOGA2y 2F GKS LR2LJzZ I OST gKAOK |
bloc, was not going to play as a unanimous sucgess.

.SNBZ {FNNA&>X YR GKSANI LISSNAR fSFTaG ¥F¥SSt
initiated that they waild continue to pursue should Hudnut begef SOGSRd¢é LG &I
important moment for these activists as it was the first time an Indianapolis mayor had

met to discuss issues facing their community. It was not, though, the completely

rousing success they tidoped for. They had established a concrete dialogue for

57 NikkiSullivanA Critical Introduction to Queer ThedNew York: New York University
Press, 20083
58 This notion of success will play a critical role in the remaining chapters of this thesis.
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interactions with city leadership, akin to the educatidrive activists of the homophile
movements a couple decades prior. But it did not result in directed action by Hudnut to
reform either the I® or governmental agencies. This rmommittal behavior set the

stage for a larger showdown between the two groups on Monument Circle the following

year in the form of the Gay Knights gatherings.

24



CHAPTER TWO: KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND MONUMENT
In August 1984The Worksan a profile on David Molden, an openly gay
nineteenyearold man who experienced police harassment on Monument Circle. On his
way home from work late at night on July 6, Molden was walking north on Meridian
Street when a vehicle pulled up bds him. Demanding three times that he approach
the car, the driver later identified as Officer S. Moore of the Indianapolis Police
Department (IPD) shouted, "you'd better get your ass over here! I'm a édplbore
then demanded Molden provide identifitan. Molden handed Moore his Body Works
YSYOSNEKALI OFNR YR KAa FF1S RNAGSNDa t A0S
marked cars, and two unmarked cars joined the scene. Officer Gruner then inspected
the Body Works card, questioning Molden about ttanections between Body Works
FYR KA& LINBaASYyOS 2y (KS / ANDf Sd® DNMHzy SNI A YL
a practice where individuals would solicit one another for sex, both paid and unpaid.
Molden replied, "l don't see what going to Body kk® has anything to do with being on
GKS / ANDf S®é¢ DNHzy SN AN} 60SR a2t RSy o6& (KS
bitch." Molden claimed later that Gruner "proceeded to strike me two times in the face
so hard that it brought tears to my eyes. ThHemproceeded to choke me with both
hands; | couldn't talk or breathe. | tried to scream but nothing came out. | believe one of
the other officers pulled Officer Gruner off me; everything went black for a few

& S O 2 P Raidéréwas then shoved by Moore it police car with Gruner attempting

59 TheWorks August 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
60The WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
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to approach again. "Why don't you let the little son of a bitch back out here so | can

have another go at him?" asked Gruner. When Molden inquired why Gruner had

Fadl dzf 6SR KAYZXZ az22NB NI EmMgsyneidemr an Monumddth Ry U {
Circle, the public space surrounding the Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors Monument at

the intersection of Meridian and Market Streets in the center of downtown Indianapolis,
emblematized the confrontations between the Indigmdis Police and its gay and

f S&0AlYy OAGAT Syao !'a GKS /ANDES gLa 2yS 27
renewal efforts, it served as both a heavily policed public space and a microcosm of the
O2yFt A00 0SG6SSYy (KS Qiizérs.Thekdxonfrobtstians bvgrR L Y R
basic freedoms were not limited to the public spaces of the city but also to the

supposedly safe spaces of the police station. Molden was asked by one officer filling out

his processing paperwork, "Are you a fucking qdeé ! y2 G KSNJ 2FFAOSNJ Ol
bF¥l 332G 1S gla y20 fft26SR | LK2yS Ol ff
allowed to sign the custody envelope where his personal belongings were placed.

a2t RSy ¢ta o+t {1{SR LI ad beaRFBRREFTOOENI BKR I
GKNRg @e2dz Ay GKSNB yR tSG GKSY 7Fdz01 @& 2 dzNJ
he was moved to seven different cells only to be released the next morning with no

charges filed against him. Officers Gruner and Mageee soon listed as being on

(0p))
Qx

bol OFl GA2y £33 gKAOK L Oly 2yfeée | &adzy gl

the previous evening?5 AR a2f RSy Qa SELISNASYyOS 4 & 2 dz

61 The WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
62The WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Socidtiye WorksSeptember 1984,
IndianaHistorical Society.
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incidents in 1984. At least twerdjaree allegations of hassment were lodged with the
Indiana Civil Liberties Union (ICLU) and documentethieWWorksMultiple claims were
made of the IPD using videotaping as a method to deter queer interactions through
public surveillance. Three allegations of harassment antabty were lodged with IPD
Internal Affair§3--2y S 2F GKSY ®SAy3d az2f RSyQao

These events involving IPD officers and gay and lesbian citizens are a far cry from
the hopeful tone that had emerged after the October 1983 meeting between Mayor
HudnutandK S L D[/ I OQUGA@GA&AGaAD /1 &aSa 2F LRfAOS RA
' YOATdz2dza NBf I GA2yaKALl gAGK GKS OAlGeQa I O
FYR AdG&a [D.¢ OAGATSyaod ! OiA@raita ¢ SNB TdzNA
into amarked shift toward overt political organizing and public protest instead of
private mediation. IGLC activists and their constituents would battle city leadership for
the public space on Monument Circle in the summer of 1984 in the form of the Gay
KnightstINP 6 SaGad 22dA# R GKS /ANODES 6S | ar¥Sz N
urban renewal policies? Or would it be a space of public contestation that allowed for
public expressions of LGBT community including sexual liberation?

By spring 1984, cracks hémtmed in the goodwill that had been forged at the

October 1983 meeting. A resolution was introduced by the U.S. Conference of Mayors in

63 The WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Society.

641t is inescapable not to highlight the fact tHElhe Workshose to highlight the plight

of a white homosexual male with their profile. While each individual hate crime must be

taken seriously on a cadw®y-case basis, this example also poses the questions of what

the plight of nonwhite and nonK 2 Y2 8 SEdzt f YSYo6SNB 2F (GKS OA
experienced at this time. Further research is needed to illuminate this topic.
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March 1984 that promoted legislation against agéy discriminationThe Workgalled
for Hudnut to support it, notig that this would be a steppingstone to enacting an
Indianapolis policy for fighting aagiay hiring discriminatiof®l dzRy dzi NB aLI2 Y RSRZ
FFTNFIAR LQ@OS 06SSy dzylo6fS (2 ARSyGAFe (GKS NB
a question require my ain, | will give it due consideration in the context of the
AYGSNBad 27F K 3OWaIB ded i af posSiglity Walzfudrniugwas
actually unable to locate the resolution, it is more likely that he was avoiding public
recognition of hissuppdr F2NJ 0 KS OAGeQa 1jdzSSNI OAGAT Sy NE
gAftAy3dySaa (2 O2yaARSNI aljdzSSNRAy3I¢ OAlGe 3I2
unwilling to face public scrutiny. He had denied the opportunity to take a picture with
IGLC activists back in October.a®0 denied a request to issue a proclamation for Pride
$SS1T I FS¢ Y2yiKa tF0SNIAY WdzyS mopynd IS 3
Some gay and lesbian Hoosiers felt like progress towards equity had stalled out in
Indianapoli®’ The stalwas also a sign of the widening gulf between the two groups
that was being affected by national concerns.

For queer activists, the rise of the HIV cresssliteral life or death scenariQ
shaped their interactions with the city. Although only 200 casad been documented

in Indianapoli€, activists feared the city would follow the lead of San Francisco and

65 The WorksMarch 1984 Indiana Historical Societfhe WorksApril 1984 Indiana
Historical Society.

66 The WorksJune 1984Indiana Historical Society.

67 The WorksJuly 1984Indiana Historical Society.

68 The WorksSeptember 1982ndiana Historicabociety.
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New York in closing bathhouses and sex clubs as public health hé¥iardsR y ddia® &
renewal process was an unprecedented success. However, it was presented with a
potential setback with the public disclosure of an active queer community as well as the
HIV epidemic as individuals feared potential public contagion through contdatt wit
gueer citizens.

The schism between Hudnut and queer activists grew with publication of a letter
written by Hudnut in June 10, 1982 to his Chief of Police, Joseph McAtee, and his
Director of Public Safety, Richard Blankenbaker. In the correspondenceyt-hatad
GKIFG aF ydzYoSNJ 2F @2dzy3 YSyX IINB GNRffAy3
GKS /ANDES t221Ay3 F2NI I K2Y2&8SEdz £ LIA O dzLJ
kind of activity from that area, as its presence could become a subatalsincentive
G2 LISNE2ya (2 &K 20Thisnbton dRa disBeerRi ¢oyshibg ang diné
SOK2Sa (KS flFy3dzr3S 2F daNblFy NBySglt GKIQ
instructions to the police demonstrate a noticeable disconnect fromlainguage used
in his 1984 booMinister/Mayor.] S g NAR (1Sad aSOSNE GAYS 6S 4SS
between the Police Department and the minority community, we do so with hope that
relationships will improve and peace and tranquility will someday become ai r&&p ¢
2 KAES 1 dzRydzi 61 & oNAGAY3I 2F KAa NBfIFGA2YAEAK

pertains to his relationship with the queer community as well, which had long been

8 MichaelBronski,A Queer History of the United Sta{@oston: Beacon Press, 2012
2217.

osMayor Hudnut to Richard Blankenbaker & Joseph G. McAtee, June 1@, 1982
University of IndianapoliMayoral Archives

Y Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, p.61-62.
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established as a minority community through the homophile movements-poatil.

| dzZRy dzi 6l yGiGSR aLISIFOS FyR GNIyljdzAitAGee 2y K
should not have different needs than his conservative heterosexual constituents.

Hudnut did not directly encourage police brutality to take place. Yet, this 1982 letter
undeniably portrays him as putting his dream for a holy city above the needs of those

living in it. Monument Circle was a focal point for his efforts. His passion to develop the

city combined with his devout faith in both his religion and his abilityetotalize

Indianapolis enabled him to ignore the queer communities in public while meeting with
GKSY AY LINAGIFGSo | dZRydziQa € SGGSNI dzNBAYy3 ao
presence on the Circle manifested in police violence. Although Hudnut hazhhed for

the harassment per se, his inability to leverage the power he wielded with Unigov to

LINE §SOG 1jdzSSN) OAGAT Sya SylofSR GKS 2FFAOSN
creating an environment that allowed the vicious treatment of quetzens of

Indianapolis.

Discrimination and police violence were common within the American queer
communities. Historian Timothy StewartA y 1t SNR& v dzSSNI [ ¢ | YR hl
Criminality, and Policing in the Late Twenti¢tlS y (1 dzZNB ' YA GSR e{ G} G S & ¢
abuse of those in power to analyze the relationship between gay and lesbian activism
and police discrimination. StewattA Y i SNJ RSt gASa Ayid2 (GKS &aGNB
aGraSé¢ FyR (KS LlzyAaKYSyd AG KFa dzhdl A NI @
postWorld War Il years. He argues that queer rights were slowly gained at the same

time as this carceral state was implemented. Queer activists slowly receded into the
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periphery in fear of the polic& This same carceral state is one that Hudnutlged in
LYRAFYIFILR2tAE a KS | OGA@Ste& IyR Lzt AOfe& A
merely obstacles towards urban renewal on Monument Circle.

On June 29, 1984, preventative measures were taken to relieve the conflict
between police andthe@ié Q& 3+ & +FyR fSaoAly OGA@A&GAD
O2yFSNBYyOS GKIFIG O2yRSYYSR (GKS LItAOS KI NI A
community. In conjunction with this announcement, the IPD proclaimed that they would
be withdrawing their Circle Unithe vice squad tasked with monitoring Monument
Circle, and substituting those police patrols with videotaping. While IPD claimed
videotaping deterred prostitution, it was also an effort to document homosexual
couples socializing in public and discourigam from doing so. Videotaping captured
gueer activities, making them part of the official police rec6tds part of the
Fyy2dzyOSYSy iz (G4KS Lt5 IyR L/[!' FaINBSR 2y 13
would not be targeted? In this situation, the necessity to classify queer individuals on
Monument Circle as an innocent person demonstrates the heteronormative focus of

urban renewal plans. These preventative actions did little to protect gay men as

2Timothy StewarWinter,d v dzSSNJ [ 4 I YR hNRSNYXY {SEX / NRY
LateTwentieth-Century United StatéqJournal of Urban Histod/1, no. 5 (2015)B825

835.Stewart2 AYGSNRa Fylfeara 2F / KAO@BrceRiBY 2y a i N
OAGASEAQ | OUA@GA&aGA G2 ONeOacers stRe\har&if I ISR g Al
Indianapolis had the opposite effect on its members of the gay and lesbian movement.

3This thesis will, unfortunately, do little to grapple with the actionsl @onsequences

of police videotaping as there were no tapes to be found in the collections that are

being utilized here. However, next steps could and should be taken on this front by

interacting with the IARA and police records on this matter.

’4The WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
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John Carlile from Justice, Inc., Ruth Peters from NOW, and Stanley Berg from The Body

Works bathhouse announced a press conference of their own on Monument Circle for

July12%t NA2NJ (2 GKS O2yFSNByOSQa aokKsSwedzZ SR ai

statements reassuring queer citizens that harassment on the Circle would cease. It

included an acknowledgement that an Internal Affairs investigation into several officers

had begun. At the conference itself, activist leaders published their oesspelease

signed by several Indianapolis gay and lesbian organizations. They requested a number

of accommodations: special police units should be instructed not to harass gays; an

investigation of brutality charges against IPD officers should be launeidabtaping

on the Circle should immediately cease; Hudnut and McAtee should meet with activist

leaders to discuss discrimination against gay individuals in Indianapolis; an internal

memo sent out to IPD from Hudnut and McAtee calling for the end ofidistation

against the gay community should be distributed; Hudnut should appoint a permanent

liaison with the gay community; and McAtee should create a mandatory gay and lesbian

awareness training program for officers. To support their call for acti@¢clbsing

remarks of the press conference promised social events on the Circle for members of

5The Indianapolis Staduly 29, 1984.
6 The WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
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the gay and lesbian community on July 20 and every ensuing Friday until the police
harassment ceased.
This press conference and its call to engage on thee@eath Friday night
demonstrated a transition in the methods of the IGLC activists from those of the
homophile movement to those of the gay liberation movement. Discussing gay
liberationists in his 2012 bodRethinking the Gay and Lesbian Moveménarc Sein
GNRAGSas aGKSe 060StASOSR GKFIG O2YAy3 2dzi Ay
and lesbians, confront prejudice, and challenge the relegation of sexual matters to the
LINR @ (1 S8, &8LIKISINSS d&él YS G211 Sy > AyVidok,ghel | ANBKY!
elaborates thattheposf G2y Sgl ff | OGAGA&al&a KIR 4dakKz2gSR
GKFG GKS a20ASGe& KFR (2 AYEefgare Bis compstiotsA y G K
challenged the private sphere that Hudnut was clearly clinging to in Wdlingness to
engage with them in public. They were establishing that they too had to be included in
GKS OAGeQa a20Alf O2yGNIOG® ¢KS& HSNB AYLR
From July 20 onwards, gay and lesbian citizens of the city were present on the
Circle every kaay from eight to eleven each evening protesting and socializing as
planned® These Friday night events created a buzz in downtown Indianapolis. There
was local media coverage. Hordemwn carriages were staying busy. The Circle Café was

even staying ope until midnight instead of seven PM to accommodate the increased

TThe WorksAugust 1984, Indiana Historical Society.

8 Stein,Rethinking the Gay and Leshian Movem&dt

9 Linda Hirshmarvictory(New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2012), 129.
80The WorksSeptember 1984, Indiana Hist@iSociety.
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foot-traffic. The first of these soalled "Gay Nights on the Circle" saw three hundred gay
men and lesbian women on the north side of the Circle. A couple hundred more were
spread throughotthe Circle, leaving traffic congested for two blocks in every direction.
Each Friday night afterwards included about two hundred members of the Indianapolis
gay and lesbian community on the Cirdée Workslubbed the attendees of these
eventsasthe"G e YyRAKS& ©®Of I A YSR | dzRy dzi Qa FSI (dzZNBR
urban renewal efforts as their own.
| dzRy dzi FIFAf SR (G2 NBALRYR (2 GKS IOlA2ya
citizens and the Gay Knights events. Only Police Chief McAtee staadnterview that
his office door would be open to discuss the police actions on the Circle. Activist John
Carlile attempted to set up a meeting with McAtee several times. On August 2, McAtee
told Carlile that he would not meet with any members of tley gommunity as it would
only spark more press conferenc®dn less than a month, the presence of the Gay
Knights was already being felt within the city. As Berg noted in an interviewlwéh
Indianapolis St&t a1 dzRy dzi ' yR aO! (1 SSet¥thedgayg A a K y 2 KI |
community. But because the political atmosphere is so volatile, they probably feel it is
0Sad G2 f 2218 InNadd8ion2SarksSQaililg, Br@l Berg met with Michael
Gradison of ICLU on August 1 to discuss the-IEDWideotaping agement. These

activists felt there were too many loopholes in the document for it to be effective. It

allowed IPD to film the Gay Nights on the Circle even though the agreement stated that

81 The WorksSeptember 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
82The WorksSeptember 1984, Indiana Historical Society.
83 The Indianapolis Staduly 29, 1984.
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videotaping was not targeting the gay community. The ICLU desiradd a section to
the document requiring a thirgbarty review of all video tapes filmed by IPD.

¢KS DIFIe& YYAIKGIAQ S@PSyiGa OdzZ YAYIFGSR Ay
/| ANDt S¢3 6KAOK gl & NBLR2NISRfe I®8Th&yRSR o8
Indianapolis Stafeatured an ad for the event in the days leading up to the rally,
providing basic information for when and where attendees should arrive and who they
should expect to spea.The five speakers at the rally consisted of Michael Joagay
man pressing charges for IPD harassment; Michael Gradison of ICLU, who affirmed the
L/[!'Qa aidlyOS | 3FrAyad L t-wundetolthedNatgralyGayT 5 NID
Task Force, who discussed the need for gays and lesbians to speak withaaervo
issues; Katy Sarris from Justice, Inc., who spoke on political issues and the gay vote; and
Stan Berg who representethe WorksThe Indianapolis News g-djafofitte night
detailed some light harassment that took place from drmimosexual protesirs that

organized across the street from the rally. The appearance of a pellet gun, an attempted

84 The WorksSeptember 1984, Indiana Historical Sociktgimately, they agreed to

disagree on the IPD videotaping policy.

8 The WorksOctober 1984, Indiana Historical Socidtigis number was disputed as

being closer to 200 people in the September 1, 1984 edtwi™he Indianapolis Star
andThe Indianapolis NewEspich, Frarkl #& Y 2 & S E dzI ® #h@IndiahRalisS & (i
Star September,mpy n = at St £ S (The Indidrdfblis NewSeptemblerflf & ® ¢
1984.

84 DI & k[ S& 0The lyidiabapaiskStaAugust 29, 1984 or local media

coverage, several local radio stations ran PSA's for the rally all day Friday. Channels 4, 6,
and 13 were noted byhe Workss giving positive coverage, while Channel 8 ran little
coverage and Channel 59 ignored theyralbmpletely.The Worksvrote that The

Indianapolis Stahad little acknowledgment of it in the Saturday paper, ar

Indianapolis Newfocused mainly on protesters and any violence in the Saturday paper.
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the event that were ultimately ended by police interventigh.

Inaq y26f SRISYSyd 2F (GKS DFeé& YYyAIKIAQ Llzo
letter to The Workshat highlighted Indianapolis' neBRA & ONA YA Y GA 2y L2t A O
L2t AO08 2F GKS /AGe 2F LYRAFYFLREAE y20 G2
the City of Indianapolis not to harass any citizens or segment of the citizenry including
GKS 31 & ORvatinthed bt éndhe policy from one of his advisors rests in
GKS al@2NrXf ! NOKAGS® ¢KS | ROAAa2N fretieSR & X
dzy RSNX A Yy SR LIK RIDates Augyst 168 énihé dréftSHindn& ivaiiéd on
releasing his letter to the press, suggesting he took at least two weeks to ponder it.
| dzZRy dzi Q& f SGGSNI 6Fa GKS bFANRG angpuBic i KF 4G |
LINRY 2dzy OSYSyYy G 2y “ATheciowdcifeeredydRihg the lettdg réallidgd £
Fd GKS CNARFE@ yAIKG NIXrffeéeod az2ydzySyWwi / ANDES

Politically, little was accomplished through this series of events. nagialis

leadership including the mayor and police force did little to adhere to policy in the

874Gt St £ SGa | dadIndiamapolisiNespSeffitedmbed¥, 1984Fhe Works

describes that there were about 50 aigjay protesters on the Circle who stayed in front
of Christ Church Cathedral. A group of young boys led by their minister were the ones
who tore down the Gay/Lesbian Night banner. Tingividuals who tore it down was
promptly arrested while members of the rally held it back up for the remainder of the
event. A couple stink bombs and-80's were let off as wellhe Worksiotes that the

IPD "did a fine job keeping order on the Circle" anested several hecklers.

8 The WorksOctober 1984Indiana Historical Society.

8Gal @2NJ | dzRydzi (2 {GlyfSe .SNHX ! dzAdzald wmczI
Archives.

90 The WorksOcbber 1984, Indiana Historical Society.

91 There was also a gay/lesbian disco dance party on Circle after the speakers finished.
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events leading up to the Gay/Lesbian Night on the Circle. Hudnut had discovered that

his urban renewal process was not going to be as easy as he thought. Hacdoihdjer

treat queer citizens as a disincentive that could be ignored when they were being

mistreated by the police department. His attempts at queering politics solely behind

closed doors with the IGLC activists while simultaneously relying on a viaé &x

discourage public activities by queer residents could not coexist as policy going forward.

He would have to work directly, and publicly, with his citizenry to achieve complete

success of his holy city vision. He was being forced to make progréss witKk S OA (i @ Q&
gueer community.

Berg, in an interview in 1988 reflecting on the Gay Knights rallies recalls feeling a
aSyasS 2F 2LWiAYAaY (261 NRa | dzRydzio IS OA(GSaA
G5AAO0ONAYAYLFGAZ2Y A0 NIAS gATKSNESO LEE R GRO% ©NJ
Fff26SR G2 32 2y Ay OAlGe 3I2F0SNYYSyidsz Ad oA
a2YSoKIFG fdzO01e G2 KIFI@S KIFIR al @2N) | dzRydziX ¢
discuss gay issues, when a gun was held to his head, sedh,dpe responded
Tl 92N3 ot & o¢

In Minister/Mayor, Hudnuta G 6 S&4 a0 KS SaasSyoS 2F 02YYd:
odzi oSAy3 ofS G2 | OKAS@S PwhilSthigdivileawadNA dzy |
hardly settled through the 1984 events on Monument Circle, both sides were fortunate

to have reached an understanding when they did through their use of the public space.

92The Indianapolis StaAugust 27, 1988.
93 Hudnut,Minister/Mayor, 59.
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Another variable was beginning to take the forefront overlcights in this Indianapolis

schism that these two factions would grapple with for the remainder of the 1980s: HIV.
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CHAPTER THREE: A CELEBRATION IN CRISIS
Following the Gay Knights protests of summer 1984, Mayor William Hudnut and
IGLC leadership linaitl their contact with one another through the remainder of the
1980s. Both were dealing with the HIV crisis, but separately. HIV effected the tactics
dzZaSR o0& OAleQa jdzSSNI I OGA@GA&ala YR K2g | dzR
gueer communities in té city. Both found their visions of a unified and collaborative
city influenced by the work they had to do to combat HIV. Indianapolis activists focused
education and outreach to the queer communities while Hudnut and his administration
dealt with the HI\&risis through the larger Indianapolis citizenry as well as the
widespread recognition brought to the central Indiana region by Ryan White. White was
a high school student from Kokomo, IN who was also a hemophiliac that contracted the
| L+ @A NHzapdlarity 8oarédSn®he wak of his work to be readmitted to school
F2ff2gAy3 KAa RAlFIIy2arad | dzZRydziQa FRYAYA&QD
government engagement to curb this public health crisis while simultaneously
navigating the changing teain of Republican politics brought on by the continued rise
of the New Right. These parallel paths would once more converge on Monument Circle
for the 1990 Celebration on the Circle during Pride festivities. With an election at stake,
the Circle again seed as a focal point about the role of queer individuals in public
space. The resulting confrontation would impact the city by further establishing the
LYRAFYFLI2tAA 1jdzSSNI O2YYdzyAidie +ta | NBO23AyAI

citizenry.
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Human immundeficiency virus (HIV) was recognized by the American public in
the early 1980s as reports began surfacing of gay men checking into hospitals with rare
YSRAOIt O2YRAGAZ2YyNII LYSRAAYYdzy RIRIBTROXIY¥ @8
became known as HIV waoon recognized as affecting those outside the queer
community including individuals sharing needles and Haitiamigrant populations.
While thedevastatingHIV virus itself would not be identified until the ml®80s, GRID
and AIDS (Acquired Immunodgéncy Syndrome) were recognized as medical
conditions by 1982, mere months before the formations of the IGLC in Indiana.
Historian Jennifer Brier contendslinfectious Ideaghat AIDS activism created a
new form of progressive politics that placed empisasn sexual health within the queer
community®* These progressive politics focused on engagement and community
support within the queer community regarding HIV prevention. Political scientist
55062 N} K D2 dzZf RQ aoving Potiticsietpyess thékistodK of the ACT UP
organization and the key role that emotion played in their activitieBhey argue that
there were political, educational, and emotional consequences for AIDS on queer
activists. These consequences would manifest themselves inthd&&y a 2F LY RALl Y
gueer participants including Berg, Sarris, and the Indianapolis Bag Ladies, who were

already weHlentrenched in AIDS activism before members of the IGLC concluded the

Gay Knights rallies in the summer of 1984. The Indianapolis Bas lgt their start as

94 Jennifer Brier|nfectious Ideas: U.S. Political Responses to the AIDSChigie! Hill:

University of North Carolina Press, 20080, 44

% Deborah BGouldMovingt 2f AGAO&aY 9Y20GA2Y | yRChitagot |t Q&
University of Chicago Press, 2009
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a group of gay men who dressed in drag to host on elaborate parties and bus tours in
the name of fundraising for Hikélated causes. As far back as October 1981, they raised
funds, educated on HIV prevention and safe sex method$wanrked alongside local
religious organizations to provide support for the queer community. These individuals
pioneered AIDS activism in Indianapolis utilizing their mix of fun and drag. Berg and
Sarris would join their efforts in the latter part of 1984.

The delay in IGLC joining in AIDS activism efforts was a result of their focus on
police harassment and queer civil rights. Just a year after the Gay Knights rallies ended,
The Worksan an article highlighting 14 complaints of police harassment on M@mim
Circle that had occurred since the start of the summer of 1985.one encounter, four
IPD officers approached d&arold Michael Mandabach and his friend on the steps of
GKS / ANDES® ¢KS 2FFAOSNA (2f R WKEBeNREI KS$S &

OKSANI I aadSa Kpolieé RssBehtTesuinghg cd Méntingst Circle

QX

demonstrated another lapse from city leadership in the agreements that had resulted

FTNRY RA&Odza&aA2Y & 0SG6SSY LD[/ | yYRnulbgzRy dzii Qa
The Worksinted at the prospect of the IGLC initiating another set of Gay Knights rallies

in the face of these continued episod®Hudnut presumedly wished to avoid another
contestation of the public space around Monument Circle so soon aftelatst one.

The lack of any further evidence of a major public dispute resulting from these new

instances of violence suggests that the severity of the ongoing HIV epidemic situation

9% The WorksJuly 1985, Indiana Historical Society.
97 The WorksJuly 1985, Indiana Historical Society.
%8 The WorksJuly 1985, Indiana Historical Society.
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overwhelmed concerns about police harassment. Berg celebratedrtmaiVoks had
GKS SINI2F (GKS YFIe2NI gNROGAY3T AY |y |yydz
and lesbian community has access to City &lak never had that access before the

coming ofThe WorksCity Hall knows thakhe Workscreams loudly and etmently in

w»

0 K OFdzaS 2F 3 eé NARIKGaAadPE 5SAaLIAGS 2y3I2Ay3

w»

0K OAGeQa 1jdzSSNI I OGAGAalta FStGd | Y2RAOdzy
administration. Communication mixed with a willingness to use Monun@rdie as a
place of contestation were steadily achieving the goals they desired.

Berg, Sarris, and their compatriots found themselves preoccupied with how to
combat the HIV epidemic in the Circle City. For BergTdredWorksHIV education
through the inceased publishing of Hikélated articles brought continual coverage of
the situation. They detailed the proposed AIDS plans by the state and county in February
1986 and the Presidential AIDS Commission in September 1987. Articles analyzed the
consequencesf those plans and other policies, provided statistics for the number of
new cases appearing in the state, promoted safe sex advertisements, and criticized
politicians who turned a blind eye towards the plight of people living with HIV. This was
a criticem notably directed at thet).S. President Ronald Reagan, who only publicly
uttered the word AIDS for the first time in 1985 and did not give a full speech devoted

to the matter until 1987, but not Mayor Hudnut, whose administration had already

recognizedhe epidemic before the Reagan speé€iNews articles demonstrated the

99 The Works February 1986 and April 1986, Indiana Historical Soditg;New Works
News May 1987 and September 1987, Indiana Historical Society.
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mult-F F OSGSR yIFGdz2NB 2F (KS KSIFHfGK ONRaraa Tl OA
played a key role in communicating the need to understand sexual health. It helped
gueer citizens unérstand the politics associated with, and for, people living with HIV.
{ I NNA&Q WdzaiAOS 2NBFYyAT I GA2Y SELIYRSR A
The organization implemented a statgde annual conference focused on the
education of the queer communitstarting in March 1987%° Their annual Gay Pride
Week event also underwent major changes, transitioning from being a yearly brunch to
a public picnic by the summer of 1989 at Westlake P#rkustice worked with Indiana
politicians as well. They sent reggentatives to meet with members of Governor Evan
. FR@KQAa FRYAYAAGNI GA2Yy AY !LINAE wmobyd G2 2 LIS
violence faced by their constituents and the HIV epidei¥fidhe same techniques
utilized to get an irperson meeting withddianapolis Mayor Hudnut were now being
F LILJX ASR G2 0 KS 03whileihs spacteb2HDSNGY BvBrllithese
proceedings, Justice was able to communicate with the queer community and politicians
alike through the conference and the meetingwk . @ KQa | RYAY A &G NI G4
actions demonstrate a continued focus on discusdiased forms of awareness that

centered on sexual health and the impact of the HIV epidéffiic.

100The New Works NewMay 1988, Indiana Historical Society.

101 The New Works NewAugust 1989, Indiana HistaaicSociety.

12The New Works Newblay 1989, Indiana Historical Society.

103 The July 1990 issue ©he New Works Newsghlighted that Sarris, after stepping

R26y +a KSIFIR 2F WdzadAOS Ay SINIeé mpyyz 6Sy
Kitchen and Cuplard, a Greek grocer in the City Market area.

14Thework ofthese two organizations were not the ontyajor momentdor the

Indianapolis activist landscape in the late 1988snoted in issue afhe New Works

News March 1988 played witness to the riskfigurehead queer activist Marla Stevens
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Mayor Hudnut and his constituents, meanwhile, grappled with implementing
their dream of a holy city when that city and dream were under the threat of a health
epidemic. Hudnut continued his revitalization efforts through the development of Circle
Centre Mall, the selection of Indianapolis to host the 1987 Pan American games, and
later, the hosting of the NCAA Final Four in 189However, these major events were
muted by concerns over the HIV epidemic in the city. For Indianapolis, some of the first
public conversations about instituting policies related to the curbing of AtiaGrred in
Mpycd® ¢KS alNR2y [ 2dzydeé |1 SFHfGK 5SLI NIYSyi
gueer community about proper methods for discouraging certain sexual behaviors. They
encouraged documenting individuals who had contracted HIV and creating $osam
the potential shuttering of bathhouses like The Body Works. They also encouraged
discussion of preventiot®

Hudnut opined that the HIV crisis could not just simply be aadtytrolled
YFGOGSN® Ly |y AYyUSNIIASG A yeitwdag Stiesathyer > KS v
82dz 2dzaG FNB y24 3F2Ay3 G2 3ASG GKS 22060 R2YyS
allocate funding to support these efforts. This appears to be a criticism of the federal
A2OSNYYSyYyGQa Tl AfdzNBE G2 2/ alNNIBSYRS | d3R yd#H D &S

predilection towards action in this situation instead of ignoring it like he did with police

to the rank of chairperson of the ICLWhile March 1989 saw the staxip of an
eventual stalwart organization in the gay and lesbian community known as the
Indianapolis Youth Group.

195Hudnut, The Hudnut Years Indianapolis 3-4.

16 The Indianapolis Newdanuary 15, 1986.
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harassment in 198%7 As previously mentioned, President Reagan was notably

dzy s AftAy3a (G2 O2YYdzyAOF S | 62 ogiihthede5{ > F yR |

AaSYdAYSyida FTNRBY KAa FStt2¢ wSLlzofAOFyd . NR

2PSNIff dafdz33arAakKySaa¢eg 2F GKS FTSRSN¥ & 320S
The central Indiana region was brought to national attention withriagonal

attention brought about by Ryan White. White was a hemophiliac teenager from

Kokomo, Indiana who was diagnosed with AIDS in 1984. He became a focal point for the

epidemic following his removal from school by his local school district following his

diagnosis. At the time, the public feared that HIV/AIDS could be contracted through

simple physical contact. Parents feared that allowing White to return to school would

endanger their children. Working against those fears, White utilized his celebrity to

educate the nation about the HIV crisis. He effectively moved the conversation away

from the virus being something that only effected homosexual men. The public

NEO23IyAT SR GKIG aAyy20Syidé 1LIS2LX S O2dzZ R S@

their own.Part of what made White so popular was his age and race. As a young white

male from a lowemiddle class family, White was a palatable public figure who could

represent the AIDS crisis without challenging conservative religious or social values.

2 KA (25046 A2y o6 NBAAKG | P%siipsligciansfirgluding RA I Y I Q&

107 _ouisville Courier Journdune 27, 1987.

108 Brier, Infectious 1deas80.

w2 KAGSQa FdzySNIf Ay wmdpn sl a yalofte G | dz
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Hudnut, could not ignore the HIV crisis. The crisis affected the queer community as well
as white heteronormative people living with HIV.

In May of 1988, Mayor Hudnut was invited to speak in front of President
wSIF3AFryQa t NBaAARSYGALFE 'L5{ /2YYA&daarzyao | S
rights of all of our citizens and all our City and County employees. The AIDS epidemic
represents a challenge in respecting individual rights while at the same time

&l FS3dzr NRAYy 3 Lzt A0 KSFfOGKXP 2SS GHYS GKA

Qx

Mayor Hudnut focused on the betterment of his community as a whole by describing his
recently siged Indianapolis Executive Order that promised no employment
discrimination based on whether an applicant had AIDS or was suspected of ha¥ing it.
Reflecting on these events in his 1995 bobke Hudnut Years in Indianapolis, 1976
19915 K S ¢ N dt6 éxpress tieSdeal diA c®mpassionate city in our
NEB & LIZ¥\EhBedrds suggests an incremental step forward away from his days of the
1982 letter, it also draws attention to the fact that Hudnut only showed kindness in the
wake of a lifeor-death senario. He drew more on his ethos of volunteerism instead of
collaboration. This would have a significant impact on the events of the 1990
Celebration.

The speech, and most certainly the executive order, were viewed as watershed
moments for the city and & relationship to people living with HIVhe New Works

News formerlyThe Works | dzZRSR (G KS Y2@S a | aYlF 22N ads

110The New Works Newsunel988 Indiana Historical Society.
111The New Works Newsune 1988Indiana Historical Society.
112 Hydnut, The Hudnut Years in IndianappBs.
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f SAAat I GA 2y 1Ne meafiRylofthislpalid ivds Heing praised, more than
the policy itself. Progress was bgimade, but in small increments.

tfFryyAy3d 683ty F2N) WdzadA0SQa | yydzZ f Wdzy
event was being planned to be held on Monument Citétdraffic would be closed off
from entering the Circle with nationadnd statelevel eyerts would be speaking
throughout the aliday event'® More than 40 different groups had committed to having
I 0220K d GKS S@Sy i3z Rdzo BSRInuivwasSinviletd 8t S o NI G
FGGSYR FyYyR AaadzS | LINR Of SN &hdh 20yK ATER2 NI yUAKAS]H | QIAA
extended in recognition of the release of the employment discriminatory policy in
1988117 dzRy dzii Q&4 LINROf I YI GA2Yy gt a (2 0SS &Lzt A3
NBIIR Lzt AOfeé& RddZNAYy3a (KS S@OSyié o

| 26 SOSNE (g2 2 FO2 YydgRWIAISRY K AR AGaiSNES A (| K R NI

t N2POf I YFGA2Y 0SOlFdzAaS A&daadzaiy3a adzOK | R20OdzyS

QX
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for Public Affairs, wrote to Hudnut in a June 139Q%tter asking him to release the

LINRPOf FYFGA2Y & LIXIFYYSRY aL FS8SSf GKFG L ack
AdadzS GKS LINPO waios Iid 0KAHTAArdsyhE en®?2 dzf R LJ

2F GKS £ S3G0§SNE D2 JoElosg NwidnBgtheudcanditiomal s@pport 02 Y S

113The New Works Newsune 1988, Indiana Historical Society.

114The New Works Newsganuary 1990, Indiana Hist@iSociety.

115|bid; The New Works NewMarch 1990, Indiana Historical Society.
116 The New Works Newsuly 1990, Indiana Historical Society.

117The New Works NewMay 1990, Indiana Historical Society.

118The New Works NewMay 1990, Indiandlistorical Society.

19 Mark J. Goff to Mayor Hudnut, June 13, 199thdy Mayoral Archives.
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of roughly 50,000 voters. They are already supportive of you. Take this risk, step up to
GKS LJ 4SS I yIRTh&aiire of thik @xah8ngeNatayides insight into
| dzRy dzii Q& S @2t O A gpdis dideScomnudity. Tih€ fresengeRofthisy
debate shows that he had moved beyond viewing gay and lesbian citizens as a complete
disincentive. Yet, the value he was placing in their relationship was different from what
activists wanted.

Berg, having obtiaed an early copy of the proclamation, made known his
intentions to put the story in the August issueTdfe New Works News & L ¥ | dzRy dzil 7
afraid of getting flack fromrighg A y 3 3INR dzLJAZ ¢ . SNH 6NRGSZT agl
flack from them and fronii KS 31 & G2 Mtivhdiglyl thedprddamation was
Ad&ddzSR a AYUSYRSRo 4! [SGGSNI2F 2S5t 02YS¢
Celebration program which Berg forced amendments prior to its publication. According
G2 . SNHEHX | dzRy dzii li&edAiD® Day bri the Cittle, Which & i8 wiay RDS is
'y AdadzS Ay GKS 3 e 02YYHyY dzRy Hz( &dei Ok @A A &zt ¥
. SNHEQ&a RSYlFIYyRa y2i 2yfeé FTdzZNIKSNI adzaA3sSaid (K
voting bloc in his upcoming eléen, but they also highlight that Hudnut did not actually
understand queer culture or their experiences in the city yet. Hudnut would publicly
recognize the challenges faced by the HIV epidemic but his understanding was, as Berg
notes, limited. Despite tis animosity, howeveiThe New Works NewsNR 1 S5 a ¢ KA a )

what a city is supposed to be likalive, vibrant, filled with productive, enjoyable

120 gMark J. Goff to Mayor Hudnut, June 13, 1890Indy Mayoral Archives
121 The New Works NewAugust 1990Indiana Historical Society
122The New Works NewAugust 1990Indiana Historical Society
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I O G ABRoitRednélianapolis queer community, a presence on Monument Circle
rendered them impossible to mpre.
| dzRy dzi Q&4 F20dza 2y KA& OFYLI A3IAYy F2N { SON
handling of the 1991 Monument Circle celebration. Monument Circle was still relevant
to continued urban revitalization efforts through the plans for Circle Centre Malla8ut
Hudnut needed to focus on statewide issues, there was concern about the proclamation
having a larger political effect outside the city proper. Hudnut wrote in a thank you
LI2adO0OFNR F2ftt26Ay3a (GKS OSt So NI GAz2siice aL LI N
yours was the only word of thanks | received from anyone associated with that event for
the proclamation | delivered and the effort our City made to satisfy the requirements of
0 KS 2 NH?¥Thasé WoNB cbrivey a sense of contempt from Hudnuetols the
event organizers. It also demonstrates his confusion as to the role he thought he was
playing at the celebration. Hudnut appears to feel as if he were a ceremonial figurehead
for this group that he had supported through two adiscriminatory paties. This
implied figurehead role was something he could opt in and out of as he saw fit. Clearly,
he saw the queer community as a minority he was helping via Niebuhrian principles and
not a group he quite saw as-oollaborators. Hudnut was not able gwasp the full
needs of queer activists, thus leaving him with a sense of frustration.
Hudnut sparked further controversy a few months after the Celebration when,

while finishing up his campaign for Indiana Secretary of State, he was quoted as saying,

123The New Works Newaugust 1990, Indiana Historical Society.
124 Mayor Hudnut to Mike Stillings and Patrick Ramschell, September 10, UBRYy
Mayoral Archives
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do not support passage of the gay rights bill or other legislative initiatives giving them
GKS NAIKG G2 3SG YI MNAUBIR seemsko candy anz & G S NI LJF N.
unwillingness to work any further with the queer community on their goals, further
establishing his limited view of these individuals as voting numbers as well as forced
partners in his plans for a holy city. This would also suggest a lingering frusfiation
Hudnut following the Celebration debacle.

| dzZRy dzi Q& O2y TNRy (il GA2Yy It aKATFTG O2aid KAY
The New Works Newgay and lesbian voters were encouraged to reconsider voting for
| dzRy dzii F2NJ { SONEB (I iNdBrespofise {o this [vdleYwas & hignds S 2 dzNJ
R2gy @&Sa (2 |1 dzRydziz 6S KI E8Ncdoindongegivel5 G KA y |
dzy' lj dzI € A FA SR & AVIKIR M@ reldtiénship deRwéetzihesé two sides had
largely played out in the public eye on Monumegitcle, here it directly impacted
political practices through voting rights.

Hudnut would go on to lose the Secretary of State race to future Indianapolis
mayor Joe Hogsett by four percentage poititsNot long after, he would forgo a run for
a fifth mayoral term in 1991. This effectively ended his public political relationship with

the Indianapolis queer community. Monument Circle had once again been utilized by

125The New Works Newslovember 1990IndianaHistorical Societw{aThe
Indianapolis News

126The New Works NewBlovember 1990Indiana Historical Society.
27The New Works NewBecember 1990, Indiana Historical Society.
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gueer leadership and activists to chaltgee Hudnut and his administration. This time,

S§gSyiia 2y GKS /ANDES SELXAOAGEE yS3IFiArgsSte
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CONCLUSION

In the summer of 1991, with only half a year remaining in his last mayoral term,
several letters were written to Hudnut and other members of Indianapolis leadership by
Ire FyR tSao0Aly OAGAT Sya 2F (GKS OAaAke 02y @S
NEFdzalt G2 Fftft2g GKS &8SINRa t NARS FOGAQBAGA
Gl 2¢6 alR GKFIG @22dz2NJ FRYAYAAGNI GA2y Aa of20]
gAaAKAY3 (2 OSft So RIRdb&t SEHmilt wrotddo Ri&inuba@ey (i K & £

al&@8Ay3a aL LY ljdAGS RAAGNBaEaASR o0& (GKS NBOSY

Qi

Justice, Inc. for the Gay and Lesbian Pride Celebration. In 1990 your office issued an
official letter of welcome for this event. In 1991 your administration is daihg can to
LINSE @Sy i &RVhile ndS&&axtti idraediately reveals why Hudnut actually
refused to allow Pride activities on the Circle, it does suggest a lingering divide between
his intentions for an alinclusive holy city and how he enacted tltiieam, especially
given the ease and the pomp in which events like the-Rangames were allowed to
use downtown spaces.
Reacting to public outcry, Hudnut chose to reverse the decision and allow Pride
activities to once again take place on Monument Cirtlis office released a statement
2y UKS YIFIGGSNE adleAy3as aiKS /Adeé KFa F3INBS
/| ANODEt S IyR W/ StSoNraGAz2zy 2y (GKS [/ ANDESQ 2N

S @ S 9T e detter also explained that acwas initially denied due to concerns

128 Ray Gencius to Mayor Hudnut, April 6, 199andy Mayoral Archives
129 ¢Robert L. Schmidt to Mayor Hudnut, April 9, 1891Indy Mayoral Archives
130 ¢pDavid H. Arland to R. Ray Gencius, May 2, 499thdy Mayoral Archives
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GFro2dzi GKS AYyONBlFraiAy3a Oz2ada 2F LRfAOS 20SN
Fdzy OtlA2yaé¢ |yR L SR3ISa G2 221 Ayidz2z GKS ON
T dzii d2NJBddling this rather flimsy exca®f police overtime and promising yet
another policy, this situation serves as yet another example of what became the
KFEEffYIFEN] 2F 1 dzRydzi yR KA&a 2FFAO0SQa NBfF (A
a noncommittal dialogue that, more often than moonly made progress in queering
policy once queer citizens applied pressure through the use of public space.

Taking a closer look, however, also demonstrates that this is a relationship that
had subtly evolved over the course of the 1980s. While Hudnut was still being dragged
into progress with the queer community via public pressure and the need to rely on
their numbers as a utility chip, he now appears to be a politician with less to lose as he
approaches retirement. The promise of queering policy without the layer of security
provided by being behindloseddoors is certainly a new step for him. Additionallyet
names writing these letters and applying pressure to the mayor are notably not folks
like Berg and Sarris. This suggests that the two stalwart activistadieelved success
and proven effective in growing their own dream of a public, connected, andrquity.

YR @Sz A0 Aad RSaLAGS Fff (GKSasS OKIFy3aSs
activists that the final word on their relationship is a statement that reads almost as
ambiguous as the promises provided in their earliest encounters. While thespgr

had finally taken their exchanges from those of a bekilateddoors setting to ones

based in public statements, it is fitting that the official words left hanging are just

131gArland to Gencius, 1981F | LY R@ al @2Nlf | NOKAGSaod
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a cooperative, successful holy city was never quite completed. While the progress in
gueering public policy and recognizing queer citizens as a legitimate minority that both
groups did achieve through their discourse set the stage for futurarekments, the
inconclusiveness of their relationship in the 1980s meant there was no shining beacon
of a city to look to in Indiana in regards to queer relations for the next few decades.
2 KAfS | dzRy dzi Q& dzNBFy NBGA G fidnbflhdwkcuge LINE A R
sports to spur economic growth, his administration left no example of proper queer
relations and inclusiveness to pull on when the Religious Freedom Restoration Act
began percolating in the mif010s before being signed into law with gusty Governor
Mike Pence. The results achieved, both personally and politically, by the Hudnut
administration and the IGLC activists were foundational to any future progress towards
gueer equity. However, it can not be escaped that the sins and strugbthe @980s
still have fafreaching consequences on the rapport surrounding contemporary
Indianapolis queer rights.
By the end of 1992, the landscape for this relationship between Indianapolis
gueer activists and the Indianapolis mayoral office had alreddyged drastically. Berg
lost his life in a battle with HIV. Hudnut was gone from office, leaving hardline
O2yaSNBI 0APGS {SLIKSyYy D2f RaYAGK G2 Gl 1S 208
ambiguous relationship with the queer community. Sarris hadcohort watched as a
ySg 3IASYSNIGA2Yy 2F | OGAgAralta o60S3ry (2 OSYSy

and protest activities. This turn of events set the stage for further struggles that would
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arise between these groups throughout the 1990s and/ards into the 2% century.
However, none of these new conflicts and any of their resulting progress for the Circle
City would have taken place without the episodes of the 1980s. What started in a
meeting room in 1983 ended with a simple letter. But etvibeen, Monument Circle

stood as a site of contestation and compromise for two groups of people attempting to
enact their dreams for their city: one attempting to revitalize it and one attempting to

queer it
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APPENDIX DISCOVER INDIANA ENHR
The Body Works
The Body Works bathhouse in Indianapulas opened by founder Stanley Berg
in 1977. The bathhouse, known today as The Works, provided health programming as
well the opportunity for gay men in the city to socialize with one another. It also served
as the homeof The Workgiay magazinand its eventual successoilhe New Works
NewsP . 20K LINRPLI2ZASR (2 7TdzNIKSN) dTh&knbwsRNEI'Y 2 F
magazine$ £ a2 a2dzZaKG al Of 2aSNJ O2Beigéristheiitha&y | Y2y
the Indianapolis queer community was staying informed, beiognmore unified, and
maintaining a consistent presence in the public eysiclesreported upcoming
government plans to fight the epidemic aadalyzed the consequences of those plans
and other policiesThe news source algoovided statistics for theumber of new cases
appearing in the state, promoted safe sex advertisements, and criticized politicians who
turned a blind eye towards the pliglof people living with HIVThe paper played a key
role in communicating the need to understand sexual heatthelped queer citizens
understand the politics associated with, and for, people living with HIV.
Operations at the bathhouse underwent two major transformations due to the
success oThe WorksThe first of these took place in March 1987 whidre Works
magazine transitioned into a felledged newspaper format known dshe New Works
News which allowed for more advertisements, a better financial situation, and, in their
g2NRas> GKS loAfAGe G2 oNARYy3I &2dz Y2NB 27F 0

semond transformation came a little over a year later in the summer of 1988 when the
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Body Works transitioned into a new building on Keystone Avenue with the hopes to
GadlF NI | GNBYR (G2 3SG 31e odzaiaySaasSa 2dzi
y S A 3 Ko 2 Bai2 B fosbiis life in a battle with Hiiv1991 His organization

lives on today as The Works and is still located at the Keystone Avenue address.
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A LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

In attempting to organize my thoughts on this
first letter from the publisher all the standard
reasons for this traditional letter went through my
mind., | could state that this letter was to help sell
the gay community on the '"'moral' reasons for the
publication--you know--the ones that say this publi-
cation will bring the gay community together in a
more cohesive form or writing about the need for a
quality publication oriented to the Indianapolis area.
Or | could say what no publisher ever says- that the
publication is here to earnthe publisher dollars.

In truth all the aforementioned reasons are valid in-
cluding a few not mentioned. There is one real pur-
pose for this publication--and only one--that being
the dissemination of gay oriented ''news' to the gay
public.

What is news? Better people have attempted to
define that word and failed so | won't make the at-
tempt. But what it boils down to is that if something
is of general or specific interest to our readers it
will be printed--no matter how controversial.

But even printing the gay news is of little assi-
tance to the gay community if no one reads it or if
the reading public does not contribute to the cont-
ent of the publication. So the publication needs to
match its own output with input from its readers---
even our streight readers. Your comments on the
publication will be welcomed and personally read by me.

I am known as a person of few words. | do want
to keep it that way. So I'll close this letter by
wishing good luck to this publication for its good
luck is also the good luck of our gay community.

With Best Wishes,

Stanley E.Berg,
Publisher

Image AM® a! [ SGGSNI FNRY GKS tdzofAaks
The Workslt displays Berg formulating his thoughts on what the paper could
well as what the Indianapolis queer community could be.
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The Body Works will be moving some time in June to their new building,
pictured above, at 4120 N. Keystone Avenue. It's a beautiful building with
30,000 square feet of land. The new Body Works will be located just 2
blocks south of GG's. This could be the start of a trend to get gny
businesses out of the downtown area and into safer neighborhoods.

Image AH @ G ¢ KS JEKRYISHENJ 201 iA2yadé C¢KAA
of The New Works News A 3 Kf A3Kia G(KS ol KK2dzaSQ
YI22NJ aA3dy 2F (GKS O2YLI yeQa 3IANR¢
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. GAY NEWS

ﬁuK MAGAZINE 303 North Senste Avenue Indlenepolis, Indlana 46204  (317) 632-2487
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August 9, 1984

Mayor William Hudnut
City=County Building
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Mayor Hudnut:

At the recent Mayors! Conference in Philadelphia, the Mayors unanimously
endorsed a resolution calling for legislation in the area of gay/lesbian

civil rights, You were at that conference, and \ d_that Beulah
Coughenour _had your proxy when the vote was actually taken. THE MORKS would

Tike to know, however, whether or rsonally endorse the resolution
i3?T3T;T;5_zé7§§§7TE35T5F-ET;TTQ;Tgﬁ%;¥$:;¥£IF€ Hayors' Conference endorsed.,
Moving on to matters on the Circle, THE WORKS feels that police harass=

ment of gays on the Circle is a serious matter. When we met with you last
year you stated that you felt no local legislation was needed guaranteeing
gay/lesbian civil rights as we were already protected under existing statutes.
I hope you now see that statement as not being entirely correct. As long

as city government refuses to approach the problems of harassment and dis-
crimination of its gay citizens, that harassment and discrimination will
appear to be endorsed by the city'’s political leaders. A statement from

ou and/or the Poli i ng harassm discrimination o ur

gay constituents would go a long way In at Jeast elimi ind of
FEEivity on the part of police and others, That statement need not include
an endorsement of the gay lifestyle. As a matter of fact the statement could
read in part as follows: '"While | do not endorse or condone the gay life-
style, | do feel that the civil rights of all our citizens, including our
gay/lesbian citizens,need be protected, Therefore, be it hereby known that
the office of Mayor of the City of Indianapolis by executive order forbids

any city employees, including the police department, to discriminate or harass
the gay citizens of Indianapolis." |f Indiana law prohibits this statement
from being an executive order, then you could simply leave out the part about
the executive order, and substitute the phrase "will not tolerate discrimination
or harassment of its gay citizens by employees of the City of Indianapolis,
including the police department.'" | truly think it worth running by some of
your political friends as well as John Ryan in the City Legal Department.

The problems with the gay community will not go away until some positive
action on your part is taken. |1 am sure that you will find representatives
of the gay community most amenable to compromlise. MWe are aware of what you
think the political realities of the situation are; we even think that some-
thing positive on your part concerning the gay community will be of political
benefit to you. Representatives of the gay community would Tike to meet with
you and the Chief at your earliest possible convenience, We could make the
initial meetings without the press being present; however, the press must
eventually know the outcome of any meetings with you and the Chief.

o ﬁé"y’ﬁ’f’?’o?
ff. ﬁéﬂl‘A}L’/‘/‘ .., Berainvestment Corporation = = .
ImageAo @ &[] SUGUSNJI FNRY {u0lyftSe .SNH 02
YYAIKGA S@Syida 2y azydzySyid [/ ANDf Sz @
Hudnut throughout the 1980s. Here, Hudnut is specifically requesting Hudnut spe

-
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Justice, Inc.

Formed in the early 19803ustice, Incwasa statewide advocacy organization for
queer Hoosiers led by Kathy SaréisL y My ns y2iKAyYy3 KIFLILWSYSR A
DF& t NARS 2SS{Xé¢ ¢ NHaatiSistggot dadether that year atIhNP dzL) 2 F
Mid-Town Ramada Inn. We formed a Pride Week Committee and we organized and
sponsored the 1981 Pride Week Brunchatthd 8 SE | 2 d2d ESNR B RR drkJa 6 0
approaching us with their plans for Pride Week, so we ended up doing some type of
a0FG0S6ARS O22NRAYIF{GA2y X ¢2 YSI WdzadAOS 41 &
O22NRAYI GA2Yy 0S0¢SEyNGEktd Wt NFide yarked tdi insérly wa 6 d ¢
GKS [[dzZSSNI O2YYdzyAlleQa yINNY¥GAGS Ayid2 Lz f A
YAY2NRGE AY mhiuzastivide©were Wasvalopniest @fa successful Gay
Pride Week as well as queer voter registati

{ I NMgticeddganizationexpanded into new public programmingfor HIV activism
in the late 1980s witfa statewide annual conference focused on the education of the
gueer communityand the transition of theiannual Gay Pride Week event from a
brunch to a public picnic. Justice worked with Indiana politicians as sezitling
NBLINSASYGlrGA@Sa G2 YSSG 6AGK YSYOSNBR 2F D2
1989to openup communicatioraboutdiscriminatory violence

Not long after moving the orgezation to a new headquarters, Sarris chose to step
down from her position in charge of Justice to take a job in Michigan for their state
human rights group. While Sarris would ultimately return to the Indianapolis area after

just a year away, she nevegiroe back to activism in a capacity like the one she had
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been in before, irrevocably altering gay and lesbian activism in the city at the tail end of
the 1980s with her absence. Nevertheless, Justice would go on to continue their
organization of marquee Rie Week events in Indianapolis such as the 1990 Celebration

on the Circle, serving as a predecessor for the contemporary Indy Pride events.
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JUSTICE, INC. MEETS WITH GAY GROUPS

Justice,Inc. met with gay representatives from all over the
State of Indiana, Saturday, Nov.21st .The organization grew
out of last year's gay pride week planning committee and has
set some vital goals for itself. Its primary taskis to pro-
mote social justice and acceptance of gay/lesbian citizens
in Indiana.

Justice,lnc. intends to organize gay Hoosiers politically
as well as economically.They recognize the need for a state
wide coordinating structure, which would be vested by exist-
ing organizations while remaining non-obstructive and non-
duplicating. Hopefully, this will bring about a ‘willing
consolidation and utilization of resources.

The group will establish goals and objectives for its
long term survival while fostering other groups and  act=
ivities. A few of their goals are not set, but they intend
to: 1) create and maintain a communication network, 2) form
an advocacy committee, 3) raise funds, L) assist gays who
live in unorganized areas and provide support for aexisting
organizations.

The first meeting was well attended by lesbians and gays
from several areas of the state. If you or your organiza-
tion would like to participate in this vital project,please
write to: Justice,Inc.,P.0.Box 2387 Indianapolis, In.46206

VEEEEEE SAVE EEEEE $AVE EEEEN SAVE BEEEN$A

Did you know that if you check into
the Body Works between the hours of 4 -
8 PM you can get a locker for only $3.99,
or a room for only $7.99? You must ask
for this special rate. The only exception
to this is that these discounts don't ap-
ply on Holiday weekends.

Evenr more savings may be realized if
you will ask for and keep a ''Super Saver
Bonus Card''. Be sure the attendant punches
your ''Saver' card each time you pay for a
room or locker. Five punches is good for
a FREE locker. Ten punches will give you
a FREE room. A completed Bonus Card can be
used anytime.

g | —— x s oot
vS B IAYVS BN IAVS N IAYVS A
Image An @ aWdza i A OS> LyO® aSSia ¢AlK Dhe
Works Justice is already shown to be working hard around the city and stat

E NN SAVE IR $VAE HE $A
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Guideposr ‘82 Conference

(Terre Haute, IN) Guidepost '82,
a conference for midwestern les-
bians and gay males,will be held
on the campus of Indiana State
University in Terre Haute, Octo-

ber 1-3. The conference is being
presented by Gays, Lesbians, and
Friends, which is Terre Haute's

gay/lesbian organization.

Greg Day, a San Francisco com-
munity activist, and candidate
for the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors will address the con-
ference as a keynote speaker.
Other speakers include; Tom
Reeves, a civil rights activist
and writer, Dan Tsang, writer
and editor of '"'Gay Insurgent",
and Terri Worman, founder of Fort
Wayne's Gay/Lesbian Organization.

The conference will include an
exhibition of the First Internat-
ional Lesbian and Gay Photography
Competition, which will be pre-
sented by Greg Day. Also, num-
erous workshops will be conducted
throughout the weekend including,

BELL FLOWER
SILR, CLINIC
OIRWRIO;ih

| one block west of Wishard Hospital |

©80-7192

Confidential examinations, diag-
nosm

rocedures treatment cnd
ing for sexually transmit-
diseases. Our hours are:
Mon.,'l'lwrs.& Fri. 8am~3pm
Tues. 8am~ 1:30pm
Wed. Noon~ 7 pm
NORTHEAST CLINIC
6042 East 21st St.
Mondays only 4:30~7pm
A $399 gdministrative fee
intludes all services.

we're et herefe

Judge, just help!

Keynote Speaker for Guidepost
182, Greg Day; writer and San
Francisco community activist.

among others, Gay Youth Concerns,
Gays and Religion, The Gay Press,
Female Sexuality, and Man/Boy
Love. Further information may
be obtained by calling the Terre
Haute Gay Switchboard. 812-232-

6311 ext. 2355, 7-9 PM, Mon, Wed,
and Sat. o
Justice Inc. Holds
Siate=Wide Meeting
(Fort Wayne, IN) Justice, Inc.,
a coordinating group for gay

organizations in Indiana, held a
state-wide meeting in Fort Wayne
on August 21, Attendance was
low, with about 15 people partici=
pating in the meeting from cities
such as Columbus, Muncie, Fort
Wayne, Elkhart, and Indianapolis.

Discussion at the meeting in-
cluded a review of Gay Pride Week
activities, Initial plans were
made to request a meeting with
Karen FowlerWilliams, the Direc-
tor of the Indiana Civil Rights
Commission, as a follow up to
Justice's post card campaign,
which was held during Gay Pride
week this year (see relatedstory
in September issue). Attention
was focusedon Justice's attempts
to organize a voter registration
drive. Phil Mischler, the organ-

A OS2
Wdza
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Although Kathy Sarris is at ease
speaking to a large audience, she
consistently appears to be uncom-
fortable with the use of micro-
phones. At the recent Gay Pride
Week Brunch in Indianapolis, Kathy,
while holding what seemed to be an
ordinary microphone to her mouth,
explained why. 'One of these days
someone will manufacture
a mi crophone in the shape
of awoman's breasts, and
then 1'11 be more com-
fortable.'" Not bad, you
might say, but can she
sing and dance?

Sarris is the president
of Justice, Inc., astate-
wide coordinating group
for gay organizations in
Indiana. Through her
leadership, Justice has
played a key role ina =
number of gay related @
issues in Indiana, the
most notable of whichwas the intro-
ductionearlier this year of Senate
Bill 311, a gay civil rights bill.

With a successful Gay Pride Week
just behind us, perhaps a closer
look at Justice and its president
are in order.

Kathy Sarris came to Indianapolis
from the Chicago area in 1976.
Shortly after her arrival, she be-
came involved with several gay or-

ganizations including Bloomington's
Gay/Lesbian Alliance and the Gay
People's Union (GPU) in Indianapo-
lis.

THE WORKS: HOW DID JUSTICE, INC,
COME TO EXIST?
SARRIS: '"In 1980, nothinghappened

in Indianapolis during Gay Pride
Week. GPU was falling
apart, and many people
took a lot of flack be-
cause nothing happened
that year. A group of
us (activists) got to-
tether that year at the
Mid-Town Ramada Inn. We
formed a Pride Week Com-
mittee and we organized
and sponsored the 1981
Pride Week Brunch at the
Essex House Hotel. Other
rganizations began ap-
roaching us with their
W iplans for Pride Week, so
we ended up doing some type of
statewide coordination... We talked
to many people and then drew up a
strategy paper. To me, Justice was
formed out of the need for some
type of coordination between gay
organization."

THE WORKS: WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER
TO BE JUSTICE'S GREATEST ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS TO DATE?

INDY

Complete Individual, Couple and Group Therapy
by appointment

141 East Ohio Street, Indianapolis, 317/638-1929
Image Ac ® Gt NBFAESY YIF(GK& {F NNRZ&DE

{

interview with The Workghat highlights her philosophy on activism and the

history of her organization.
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P.O. Box 2387 * Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 « 317/634-9212

March 3, 18980

The Honorable William H. Hudnut, 111
Mayor, City Of I[Indianapolis

2501 City County Building
Indianapolis, Indiana 486204

Dear Mayor Hudnut:

Congratulations on your recent decision to enter the
Secretary of State's race. Voters around Indiana
certainly have more of a reason to take intrest in the
outcome of the race for that office now that you are
fnvolved.

- ~
As spokesman for Justice, Inc., a statewide political
organization of lesbian and gay men, | write to you today
to discuss an exciting, upcoming event that will be of
major intrest. to many in the State of Indiana.

On June 30, 1990, Justice will host "Celebration on the
Circle™ a local event designed to coincide with Gay Pride
activities taking place in cities nationwide.
"Celebration” will be an outdoor event with a festival
atmosphere created to focus on the theme "Look To The
Future”. The event will feature food booths,
entertainment, and will provide a forum for speakers to
address the assembled crowd. A multi-media promotional
campaign to increase public awareness of this activity in
cther Indiana cities is already taking shape, roughly 3000
are expected to attend this first annual Hoosier event.

This letter is to ask you to issue a preoclamation setting
aside June 30,1980, as "Celebration on the Circle Day"™.

We would also like to invite you and your wite, Beverly,
to attend our celebration and read the proclamation, it
your schedule permits. However if you are unable to
attend, we would still like to read it during our program.

Your support for cur “"Celebration" would mean a great
deal, not only to Justice and its members throughout the
state, but to the estimated hundreds of thousands of
lesbian and gay Hoosiers.

““What precious rights we would surrender if we allow the Durkness of Tyranny to extinguish the fragile light of Justice, "

Levmiday 450 BC

Image Ar @ o[ SGGSNI FNBY 9NAO {® 9@lIya (2
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the initial request by the organization for Hudnut to participate in their 1990

Celebration on the Circle.
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B P.O. Box 2387 # [ndianapolis, Indiana 46206 ® 317/634-9212
2 4 May 16, 1990

L. Keith Bulen
8323 Rahke Rd.
Indianapolis, IN 46217

Dear Mr. Bulen:

June 30, 1990! This date marks the 10th Statewide celebration of
gay/lesbian Pride Week in Indiana. In honor of this special anniversary,
we are planning an afternoon {12 noon - 7 PM) festival--"Celebration on the
circle“--on Monument Circle in Indianapolis. The program will inClude nationally
known speakers, local and regional activists, entertainment, booths for businesses
and organizations, food, and other special features.

Governor Bayh and Mayor Hudnut have been invited to speak to those
attending, We are also inviting the members of the General Assembly and candi-
dates to attend and indicate their support of gay/lesbian rights and other
legislative issues of concern to our cammunity. Remarks are requested to be
limited to no more than 5 minutes per speaker.

If you are able to attend this special celebration, please return the
form below. If you need more information, you may call me at (317) 299-5760.
Thank you for your consideration regarding this special occasion.

Sincerely,

Kent Robinson
Legislative Coordinator

NAME : PHONE: (___)

OFFICE: DISTRICT:

I wish to attend the 1990 Gay/Lesbian Pride Week Festival on Saturday,
June 30 and indicate my support for your issues to those present.

Please indicate your first, second, and third choices of times:
__2PM=3PM  __ 3PM-4PM  ___ 4PM-5PM ___5PM-6PM  ___ 6PM-7PM

Please return by June 6 to the above address. Thank you!

. ______________—————
“What precious righis we would surrender if we allow the Darkness of Tvranny to extinguish the fragile light of Justice. "
Leonidas 450 BC

ImageAy @ o[ SGGSNI TNRY YSydbéewg&Agazyg G
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events. For instance, this photo shows Kent Robinson, a major player in Justi
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Police violexce on Monument Circle in the 1980s

In August 1984The Worksa newspaper dedicated to documenting queer
Indianapolisran a prdile on David Molden, an openly gay nineteggarold man who
experience police harassment oMonumentQrcle. On his wajjomefrom work late
at nighton July 6Moldenwas stopped by Indianapolis Police Department (IPD) officers,
forced to providadentification, and then physically assaulted by an officer. Police
AYLX ASR GKIFIG a2f RSY ¢ & dlienihdividias@auld2y GKS
solicit one another for sex, both paid and unpaitiis incident on Monument Circle, the
public space surrounding the Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors Monument at the
intersection of Meridian and Market Streets in the center ofshtown Indianapolis,
emblematized the confrontations between the Indianapolis Police and its gay and
lesbian citizens duringthe 198@2 f RSy Qa SELISNA Sy OSimitat & 2 dz& i
incidentsin 1984with at leasttwenty-three otherallegations of Arassment lodged with
the Indiana Civil Liberties UnigifCLUanddocumented byThe WorksMultiple claims
GSNBE YIRS GKIFG GKS Lt5 @A2ftF SR AYRAGARdZ €
method to deter queer interactions through public surveillantke Circle served as
both a heavily policed public space and a microcosm of the conflict between the city,
L2t A0S YR LYRAIYIFQ& [D. ¢ OAGATSyao

The Indianapolis Gay/Lesbian Coalition (IGLC), a collection of leadershijpnérom
OA (i & Qérgatjiz#tforss taine together inthe early 1980¢0 handleOA & f S| RS NA K A
misinformation abouthe queercommunityas well as the ongoing police violendée

group included folks lik&tanley Bergowner of The Body Works bathhouse and
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publisher of the queer newspaper known Bse WorksandKathy Sarrigresident of

Justice, IncThe IGLC met with Director ofifflic Safety Richard Blankenbaker and

Mayor William Hudnut Il multiple times to discubg appointment of a queer liaison

with city government and procedures to establish equitable treatment from the IPD.

Activists also stagetthe Gay Knights rallies in summer 1984 on Monument Circle in
NBalLlyasS (2 az2f RSY I yR ga@nefdiivtie@asedif A mlicyi @ ¢ KS

KA3IKE AIKG A ydiscriinidaBory dlicy eo@edds the/giieker community.
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The Indianapolis Gay/Lesbian Co-
alition has formally requested a
meeting with Mayor William Hudnut,
Police Chief Joseph McAtee, and
Public Safety Director Richard
Blankenbaker.

The coalition, which has repre-
sentation from every gay/lesbian
organization in Indianapolis, sent
a letter to the Mayor's office on
November 15, requesting a meeting
to discuss improving the relation-
ship between the city's police de-
partment and the gay community.
Members of the coalition feel that
misinformation within the Indiana-
polis Police Department regarding
gay people has resulted in unfair
press coverage by the local news
media,

g\

IGLC has representation from every
gay/lesbian organization in Indy.

Y,

At press time, the Mayor had just
responded to the letter, suggesting
that the group meet with Richard
Blankenbaker todiscuss their ideas
and concerns. w

GZIZGZ!ZfQ :Zanany,Jﬂnwéng

The Greater Indianapolis Gay Bu-
siness Association has scheduled
a special meeting for January 11.
The meeting is open to all gay-
related or gay-owned businesses in
Indianapolis.

Encouraging new businesses to
join the association is expected to
be one of the main topics of discus-
sion at this meeting. In addition,
there will be a discussion about
the association's plans for Gay
Pride Week, 1983, It is possible
that GIGBA may plan a business

Indianapolis during Pride Week.
The meeting will be held at The
Body Works(inside The Gears Disco)

at 6:30PM on January 11. There
will be a social hour with a cash
bar, and all businesses who are

not currently members of GIGBA are
encouraged to attend. w

wﬂf Creates New Foundation

WASHINGTON, D.C.--The Gay Rights
National Lobby has set upa new or-
ganization, The Right to Privacy
Foundation, to serve as a ''think
tank' and training institute con-
cerned with the gay and lesbian
civil rights movement. Many organi-
zations provide important education
on the issue of homosexuality, but
there is no singleorganization de-
voted solely to providing the unique
educational and research services
required to effectively address the
public policy questions surrounding
national legislation of concern to
lesbians and gay men. The Right to
Privacy Foundation will fill this
void.

The Right to Privacy Foundation
will provide aunique program aimed
at both the gay and non-gay public.
Education in the gay community will
focus on skill development
training; education in the non-gay
public will stress the public in-
terest questions and implications
of federal legislation of special
concern to lesbians and gay men,
leaving the more comprehensive ef=-
forts to multi-purpose groups in
an effort to avoid duplication of
efforts. The Foundation's research
projects will include documenting
discrimination against lesbians and
gay men and exploration of utili=
zation of technological innovations
such as telemarketing, cable tele-
vision, microprocessing, and focus
groups. Perhaps more importantly,
The Foundation will analyze both
pro- and anti-gay arguments and the
impact of both pro- and anti-gay
bills and amendments in Congress.

The Right to Privacy Foundation
can be reached at 750 7th Street

S.E., Washington, D.C., (202) 546-
w

| 10oriented street fair to be held in 2130.

Image A9. Image of an IGLC meeting from a copy of The Works.
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State Senator Louis Mahern. ''The gay
and lesbian leadership must maintain|
control of this issue.'

Despite the fact that it may
take a number of years to see this
civil rights bill pass in Indiana,
gay leaders are encouraged. One
activist stated, "It's great to
finally have something in front of
us (thebill), instead of just talk
and ideas."

.Q¢f€ Meets with @'ty Oéﬁcialj

On January 10, seven members of
the recently formed Indianapolis
Gay/Lesbian Coalition (IGLC) met
with officials of the Indianapolis
Police Department and the Mayor's
office. The meeting, which heralded
the beginning of direct talks be-
tween this city's administration
and the gay community, was designed
to focus on opening up communication
and understanding between the two
groups, andwas held at the request
of IGLC.

Mayor Hudnut's administrationwas
represented at the meeting by Pub-
lic Safety Director Richard Blank-
enbaker, Roger Coleman (an aid to
the Mayor) and city attorney John
Ryan. The police department (IPD)
was represented by Deputy Chief
Bob Ward, his assistant Lt. Campbell,
Cpt. Crockett (Vice Dept.) and Lt.
Bowles (Operations). Attending the
meeting for the coalition were Pat
Brown, Stan Berg, Kathy Sarris,
James Malloy, Marla Devendorf, Tom
Green and Mary Byrne. Each of these
individuals are involved with gay/

VISA -Master Card -Am.Express lesbian organizations within In-
dianapolis.
ImageAMn® GLD[/ aSSdia sAGK /AG& hF¥FFAC
of The Works
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Pemoved 6!00: Circle

(Indy) Due to the widespread
adverse publicity the Indianapolis
Police Department has received in
recent weeks, their special "Cir-
cle" unit has been withdrawn from
that area. Allegations of harass—
ment from at least 23 individuals
have been lodged with the Indiana
Civil Liberties Union and THE
WORKS NEWSMAGAZINE in recent
weeks. Three charges of harass-—
ment and brutality have been
lodged with the IPD Internal Af-
fairs Division. THE WORKS has
identified two of those indivi-
duals, one of whose story appears
in another column. Both Michael
Jones and David Molden have Llodged
complaints with IPD about harass-
ment and brutality by the IPD
Special "Circle" Unit.

On June 29 the Indiana Civil
Liberties Union(ICLU) held a press
conference in order to publicly
protest the "police campaign os—
tensibly against 'victimless
crimes' which clearly affects so
many innocent people in both pub-
Lic and private Life." The ICLU
further stated that "the police
harassment... is apparently di-
rected toward members of the gay
community."

“Police Resume Videotaping”

At the same time IPD announced
the withdrawal of their special
"Circle" unit, they announced the
resumption of videotaping on the
Circle. Deputy Chief of Police
Paul Annee stated that the video—
taping would be done in accordance
with guidelines agreed upon by IPD
and the ICLU when the same problem
erupted last year. The police and
the ICLU are negotiating to fur-
ther restrict the videotaping by
allowing the ICLU unrestricted
access to the tapes to make sure

that innocent bystanders are not.

being filmed. The stated purpose
of the videotaping is to deter

News éoz ¢ay Hoosiers

prostitution on the Circle, even
though a recent secret interde-
partmental police memo indicated
there was no problem with prosti—
tution on the Circle at this time.

“Gays Take Their Protest to the Circle”

Leaders of the gay community had
become incensed at the police
harassment of innocent gays on the
Circle and announced a press con-—
ference that was held on the Cir-
cle at 1:00PM on July 12. Earlier

BORY .
Representing the Gay Community at the press confer-
ence were [l tor] Ruth Peters, David Molden, John Car-
lile,and StanBerg.

that same day the ICLU and the IPD
through Michael Gradison and Po-

lice Chief McAtee had issued
statements assuring gays that the
harassment on the Circle would
cease and that investigations by
Internal Affairs had already begun
into charges against several offi-
cers. Obviously the police had
decided the situation was too
volatile, and were attempting to
defuse the situation prior to the
gay press conference on the Cir-
cle.

Gay leaders went ahead with the
conference as it was felt that the
public at large needed to be in-
formed about the continuing Circle
problem. The press release was
signed by members of Justice,
Inc., COGLA, Gay/Lesbian Rights
Committee of Indianapolis NOW, THE
WORKS NEWSMAGAZINE, BGLA, The Ball
State Gay Alliance, and Fellow-
ship.

“Details of Press Release”

The press release specifically
urged the police and city admin—
istration to consider the follow—

ImageAMM® GDF&& ¢ 1S ¢KSANI tNRGSad
Peters and Stanley Berg stand with David Molden at a press conference fol
police harassment on Monument Circle.

72



CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS

WILLIAM H. HUDNUT, il
MAYOR

June 10, 1982

MEMORANDUM

TO: Richard Blankenbaker, Director of Public Safety
Joseph G. McAtee, Chief of Police

FROM: William H. Hudnut, III

RE: Trolling on the Circle

1t has come to my attention that a number of young men, some of them in their
early teens, are trolling on the Circle and the immediate area around the Circle
looking for a homosexual pickup. Needless to say, this information concerns me
greatly, and I feel that the Vice Squad should undertake some special steps to
eliminate this kind of activity from that area, as its presence could become a sub-
stantial disincentive to persons to shop and dine downtown and enjoy the amenities
that we have.

Any help you can give will be greatly appreciated.

WHH:s

cc: Sidney H. Weedman, Executive Director, Commission for Downtown, Inc.

Image AMH® & SGGSNI TUR YWADBRNRI dRW dzli Sy o
In this letter, Mayor Hudnut requests that his Director of Public Safety and Chie
Police undertake actions to dissuade queer citizens from socializing on Monun
Circle. In attempting to preserve his urbesvitalization plan, Hudnut is creating ar

environment that would lead to police violence on Monument Circle within the n
few years.
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The Gay Knights Protests
Following a rash of police violence targeting the Indianapolis queer community
in the earlyl980s on Monument Circle, activists announeeskries obocialevents on
GKS / ANDES T2N (KS aady20andoltidethGeNsryGriddayA T Sy & @
evening until the polickarassmenteasedqueer citizens protested and socialized on
the CircleThe first ofthe "Gay Nighton the Circlé sawthree hundred participants
gather witha couple hundred more throughout tharea, leavingraffic congested for
two blocks in every directiol.he Worksa local gay newspaper run out of The Body
Works bathhousegubbed theattendeesof these eventd & (G KS b DThése YY A IKG &
events culminated inthé dz3dzA G o m & D lo@ the CB@épwhithyivasb A 3 K {
reportedly attended by over four hundred individgafpeakers at the rallyncluded
Katy Sarris president ofJustice, Ingand Stan Bergwner of The Body Works
bathhouse and publisher dhe WorksThe Indianapolis News g-aFofitte night
detailed harassment that took place from ahtbmosexual ptestors who organized
across the street from the rally. Their actions were stopped by police intervention.
In his first public comment on these everidayor William Hudnut Il
FOly26tft SRISR (KS Disséed &lgttar Bk \WatkshSt highBghiddl & | Y R
Indianapolis' nordiscrimination polig.1 S & NiRiditH poliay of the City of
Indianapolis not to harass any citizens or segment of the citizenry including yhe ga
02 YYdzy A @aRXY dz(i vasthe '$irdt dingeNdat any Mayor of Indianapolis has
YIRS lyeé Lzt AO LINBY2dzy OS YGayKhigitsyowdd | 84 Ay L

cheeredduring the letteQ i@adingat the August 31 rallyMonument Circle echoedith
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chari @ 2 F & DI 2ARer thd speakerd finidhdd;, a disco/dance party took place

on the Circle in celebration.
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KNIGHTS
ON THE
CIRCLE!

Image AMo® aDF& YyAdKda 2y GKS / ANDE Sd

TheWorksiK2ga Fy AYF3AS FNRBY 2yS 2F (KS
‘on Monument Circle, which were done to peacefully protest police violence
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attending cowds.
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