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CIRCLE CITY STRIFE: GAY AND LESBIAN ACTIVISM DURING THE HUDNUT ERA 

 
This paper will be discussing gay and lesbian activism in Indianapolis during the 

1980s and how the mayoral administration at the time interacted with it. We know the 

stories of Stonewall and San Francisco. But what about gay and lesbian activism in the 

Midwest? What stories does Indianapolis have to tell? This thesis will cover how a 

portion of the movement played out in Indianapolis. It will shine a light on the 1980s 

and look specifically at police discrimination on Monument Circle, gatherings like the 

Gay Knights rallies and the 1990 Celebration on the Circle, and political efforts to 

combat the HIV epidemic. It will also explore the local actions by city government to 

undertake the urban renewal movement and how those efforts interacted with queer 

activism. Collections from the Indiana Historical Society, University of Indianapolis, and 

the Indiana State Library illuminate both sides of the social conflict to understand what 

made this moment in Indianapolis a touchstone moment for the city. This thesis argues 

that gay and lesbian protests and social gatherings on Monument Circle rendered the 
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Indianapolis into an entrepreneurial city. 
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INTRODUCTION 

On January 1, 1976, William Hudnut III took office as Mayor of Indianapolis. A 

wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƳŀȅƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ-

years. These years were marked by urban renewal, private-public partnerships, and 

Unigov, the government structure that Indianapolis adopted in 1970 that consolidated 

city-county into a single organizational unit. These activities coincided with the 

ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IL± ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

desire to reform Indianapolis into an entrepreneurial city shaped his political and 

cultural work. His desire for revitalization led to an eventual clash between himself and 

some of the proponents of the gay and lesbian movement within the Circle City. 

InŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

well as those of HIV in the 1980s to establish their own goals of equity and recognition. 

Mayor William Hudnut III was unable to ignore these efforts. He ultimately established 

Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

I utilize three definitions when referring to the community commonly 

categorized as LGBTQ throughout the duration of this historical summary and 

ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΥ άƎŀȅέΣ άƭŜǎōƛŀƴέΣ ƻǊ άǉǳŜŜǊΦέ !ǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ [Ŝƛƭŀ wǳǇǇ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 

1999 work A Desired Past, Americans have engaged in same-sex or queer activities 

across history but have not always identified themselves by either of these labels.1 

 
1 Leila Rupp, A Desired Past: A Short History of Same-Sex Love in America (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1999). 
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ wǳǇǇ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

practiced the same way across history and aroǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜΦέ2 In the framework of this 

ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ άƎŀȅέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ άƭŜǎōƛŀƴέ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭΦ L ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ άƎŀȅέ ŀƴŘ άƭŜǎōƛŀƴέ 

specifically, because they were utilized by local queer Indianapolis newspapers during 

ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǉǳŜŜǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ vǳŜŜǊ ǿŀǎ άƭƻōōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƭǳǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлth century. 

Historian Reginal Kunzel noted iƴ нлму ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜŜǊ ǿŀǎ άŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŀƴǘƛ-

ŀǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǇǳƴŎƘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ŀƴŘ мффлǎΦ vǳŜŜǊ ǘƘŜƻǊƛǎǘǎ άŦƻǊƎŜŘ ΨǉǳŜŜǊΩ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ άŀǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ 

normative modes of gender and sexualitȅΦέ3 Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ άŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ 

to an individual who is working to further the betterment of Indianapolis gay and 

lesbian community through political actions of interacting with politicians, protesting, 

and voicing their thoughts and opinions through the press. The activists I analyze reject 

the common conception of activism established by Pierce in Polite Protest, which 

suggests a meeker nature for activists in Indianapolis. 

In his 2016 monograph titled Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics, 

Timothy Stewart-²ƛƴǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΦ IŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ 

άǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ǝŀȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

 
2 Rupp, A Desired Past, 10. 
3 Kunzel, Regina. ά¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ vǳŜŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ American Historical Review, December 
2018, 1564-1565. 
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crucial role that state and local governments played in the political reorientation in 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΧ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎέΦ  Lƴ 

Indianapolis, understanding urban renewal and Unigov is critical to understanding the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴǘƛ-discriminatory policies 

they achieved.  In his 1990 book The Rough Road to Renaissance, historian Jon Teaford 

ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ άƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

share of American affluence and polish their tarnished ƛƳŀƎŜΦέ  LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ 

ǎǳŎƘ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǘŀǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳōǳǊōƛŀΣ άǿƘƛǘŜ 

ŦƭƛƎƘǘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōǳǊōƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ 

the movement of the middle class away from the inner city and its blights of poverty 

and crime. Urban renewal addressed a perceived lack of vitality and wealth that sought 

to entice those who had left to return. This paper will specifically analyze practices of 

urban revitalization that took place in the city of Indianapolis as they confronted these 

challenges. 

tŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ мфтлΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ aŀǊƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ran parallel to the 

efforts of urban renewal in Indianapolis. Unigov streamlined the conjoined government 

system, weeded out redundancy, and promoted efficiency. It also infamously enabled 

aŀǊƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴΣ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

within the city. Referred to by Indianapolis 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ŀǎ ά¦ƴƛƎǊŀōέΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

and its resultant political concentration in the hands of Republican voters effectively 
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ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜŘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ƎŀȅΣ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴΣ 

queer, transgender, and female Hoosiers.   

¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ Dŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ όLD[/ύΣ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

regards to queer civic rights throughout the events of this thesis, was comprised of 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ .ŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ YŀǘƘȅ {ŀǊǊƛǎΦ 

Berg, Sarris, and their compatriots developed city- and state-wide organizations to 

educate the larger queer community about issues of concern, provide an opportunity 

for community gatherings, and to ensure recognition by local government. The IGLC and 

their goals are products of both the post-WWII homophile movement in the United 

States as well as the ensuing gay liberation movement following the events at Stonewall 

in 1969.4  

In parallel to this thesis is a digital public history component comprising tours 

and entries created for the Discover Indiana mobile application available at: 

https://publichistory.iupui.edu/.5 Public history, which interprets and applies history 

methods for the general public and their audiences, recognizes the need for additional 

interpretations of queer histories and communities. Historian Susan Ferentinos writes, 

ά[D.¢ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¦{ 

 
4 IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ WƻƘƴ 5Ω9ƳƛƭƛƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳƻǇƘƛƭŜ 
movement as well as the development of the gay and lesbian community as a minority. 
In addition, understanding the meaning of the events that took place in Indianapolis 
requires a broader understanding of queer activism, and queer history in general, on the 
national level. 
5 Specifically, the project, as it now exists, consists of five entries that cover police 
harassment, the Gay Knights rallies, the 1990 Celebration on the Circle, The Body Works, 
and Justice, Inc. These entries can be found in the Appendix. 

https://publichistory.iupui.edu/
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history, expand audiences and collections, and provide a sense of belonging to a group 

ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǳƴǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΦέ6 CŜǊŜƴǘƛƴƻǎΩ 

Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Sites, which details the interaction 

between queer history and public history, serves as a model of the type of scholarship I 

hope to promote with this thesis.7  

Utilizing queer theory as a leading methodology, my analysis is largely based 

around the writings of Annamarie Jagose and Nikki Sullivan. Queer theory developed as 

a lens through which to analyze sexuality and queerness in the 1990s. Theorist Jagose 

argues that queer theory is the culmination of prior activist efforts. Queer is an inclusive 

element to identity politics, breaking from the norm and allowing individuals to truly 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜƻǊƛǎǘ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ A Critical Introduction to Queer Theory argues 

for the different actions that queer theory can allow an individual to take and what the 

consequences of those actions are. This demonstrates what can happen when queer 

theory interacts with race, masculinity, fetishism, pop culture, and other social facets. 

{ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜŜǊ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ άǉǳŜŜǊέ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƻ 

look at them from a more inclusive and humanizing point of view. There is an underlying 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǉǳŜŜǊΦέ  

For the sake of this thesis, queer theory will be applied to examine how the IGLC 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǉǳŜŜǊέ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ Ƙƻǿ 

did they and Hudnuǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǉǳŜŜǊƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ-closed-doors versus out 

 
6 Susan Ferentinos, Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Sites (London:  
Rowman and Littlefield, 2015), 15. 
7 Ferentinos, Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Sites. 



 

6 

ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻƴ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜΚ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ άǉǳŜŜǊƛƴƎέ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǾŜǊō ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ άǘƻ 

ǉǳŜŜǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

process of inclusionary politics, specifically the inclusionary politics of meshing the 

ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦ 

The activist leaders detailed in this thesis are predominantly white, and almost 

entirely male.8 The focus on Mayor Hudnut and his clash with a select group of 

Indianapolis activists lends itself to a focus on gay men and their interactions with the 

city and its leadership.9 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ hƴŜΣ ά±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ Iƻƭȅ /ƛǘȅέΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

ambitioƴǎ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ L ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ 

in Indianapolis were a Niebuhrian project of social responsibility and faith played out on 

a grand, entrepreneurial scale. Additionally, readers will be introduced to Berg, Sarris, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴΦ L ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǘƻ άǉǳŜŜǊέ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŀŎŜ-

to-face meetings in the fall of 1983. This 1983 meeting between the mayoral 

administration and the IGLC established an ambiguous relationship that lacked 

 
8 Future scholarship may draw comparisons between the movement of the Indianapolis 
LGBTQ minority in this paper and the movement of the Indianapolis black minority in 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tƛŜǊŎŜΩǎ Polite Protest, those comparisons are outside the scope of 
this work. 
9 Women like Kathy Sarris, a member of the IGLC and head of Justice, Inc., play key roles 
as either activists or constituents in this history, most of the historical actors in this 
thesis will ultimately focus on men like Stanley Berg and Mayor Hudnut. There is so 
much more research to be done on each group and the influence Indianapolis women 
had on each. 
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intentionality in public. It would play out on Monument Circle for the remainder of the 

decade. 

Lƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ǿƻΣ άYƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻǳƴŘ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘέΣ L ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘŜ Dŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ 

protests on Monument Circle which came as a response by the IGLC cohort to anti-

queer police discrimination on Monument Circle in summer 1984. This chapter explores 

the role of police harassment and discrimination in fracturing relationships between the 

Mayor and gay and lesbian activists in 1984. I argue that Hudnut created an 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ Ƙƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ǿƛŀ 

urban renewal endeavors and a noncommittal attitude towards queer activists. I then 

analyze how gay and lesbian activists made use of Monument Circle, a key piece of 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ L ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Monument Circle rendered the Indianapolis queer community impossible for Hudnut to 

ignore in his larger dreams for the city. 

Lƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ƘǊŜŜΣ ά! /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ǊƛǎƛǎέΣ L ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IL± ŎǊƛǎƛǎ 

from the mid-to-late 1980s to the early years of the 1990s as it impacted the 

relationship between Hudnut and the IGLC cohort. While Hudnut and his administration 

focused on changing policy, Berg and Sarris pushed for education on the sexual health in 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ L ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ IL±κ!L5{ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΩ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

grƻǳǇǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ǿƛŀ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

L ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мффл /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

for Indiana Secretary of State, arguing that both groups faced a familiar contestation for 
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space and queer public recognition on Monument Circle despite their altered 

relationship. 

Cumulatively, I argue that Mayor Hudnut, Berg, and Sarris contested the space 

on Monument Circle via protests and community celebrations, which rendered 

IndiŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜΦ  IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

entrepreneurial city were endangered by the public debacles on Monument Circle, 

police discrimination, and the HIV crisis. Activists established their own dreams for city-

wide recognitƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ-closed-doors and on the steps of 

Monument Circle, these two groups engaged in a queering of city policy that both 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ 

a minority of value in the eyes of city leadership. 
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CHAPTER ONE: VISIONS OF A HOLY CITY 

At the beginning of 1983, Mayor William Hudnut III was gearing up to run for a 

second term as mayor. His urban renewal efforts in the city of Indianapolis and his 

ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛƪŜǊ ƻŦ άLƴŘƛŀƴŀ-No-ǇƭŀŎŜέ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΦ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ 

Circle had undergone a renovation in the late 1970s to lay down brick pavement.10 The 

city had held the National Sports Festival in 1982. Ground had already broken on an 

expansion to the convention center as well as the Hoosier Dome, which would convince 

the Baltimore Colts to move to Indianapolis in 1984. The soon-to-be owner of the 

Indiana Pacers Herb Simon was meeting with Hudnut about sponsoring urban renewal 

efforts in downtown Indianapolis, including the construction of Circle Centre Mall.11 

While these revitalization efforts brought considerable success to the city, they also 

brought Hudnut into contact with queer activists in the city of Indianapolis. His initial 

interactions with these individuals formed a contentious relationship that would play 

itself out on Monument Circle over the course of the following decade.  

Prior to his time in Indianapolis, Hudnut attended Union Theological Seminary in 

the mid-1950s where he was mentored by Reinhold Niebuhr.12 Niebuhr rejected 

religious righteousness to focus instead on social responsibility as both a man of faith 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ !ǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ wŀȅ IŀōŜǊǎƪƛ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ά! ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ 

[ƛƳƛǘǎέΣ bƛŜōǳƘǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ άǘǊǳŜ-believers, whether their dogmatism was liberalism, 

 
10 The Indianapolis Star, March 15, 1978. 
11 άaŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘ to Herb Simon, March 27, 1978έ, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 
12 William Hudnut III, Minister/Mayor (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1987), 52. 
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ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦέ13 Hudnut implemented these beliefs in his 

posting as pastor of Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis at the age of 30. In his 

book, Minister/Mayor, Hudnut wrote of two goals as the head of the church: to rebuild 

connections within the church and to build positive relationships between the church 

and the community.14 IŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άL ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƻ 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ L ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ 

on the issues of the day. I preached the importance of volunteering, of being involved, 

ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀǊŜŘΧέ15 He transitioned his parishioners from rote religious 

dogmatism to a community action-oriented congregation. Community action would be a 

ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΦ  

Encouraging his church to voƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άL ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŘŀōōƭŜ ƛƴ 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣέ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƻŘΦέ16 

IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎΣ άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

constitutes service to people.έ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǿŀǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ bƛŜōǳƘǊ ŀƴŘ 

his time at Second Presbyterian encouraged social responsibility through public office. 

His political efforts were intrinsically tied to his faith.17 Hudnut was sworn into office as 

 
13 Raymond Haberski, Jr., άA Theology of Limitsέ, Reviews in American History, Vol. 40, 
No. 4 (December 2012), 673. 
14 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 31. 
15 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 31-32. 
16 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 32. 
17 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 39. He would go on to serve one term in the United States 
House of Representatives as a Republican candidate where he would learn about the 
nuances of political reorganization. Nevertheless, he lost the re-election in the wake of 
the Watergate scandal and returned to Indianapolis to run for mayor. 
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mayor on January 1, 1976, inheriting a city united with the county through the 

implementation of Unigov by Mayor Richard Lugar in 1970. 

IǳŘƴǳǘ ŀǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛǘȅ ǘƻ άōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜΧ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ Ƴȅ father liked to say, the 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ18 Iƛǎ άƘƻƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜέΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ 

required a process of urban renewal which called for the establishment of Indianapolis 

ŀǎ ŀƴ άŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΦέ19 By entrepreneurial, Hudnut meant to move his city 

towards a place of financial prominence and change by collectively engaging in several 

ƴŜǿ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ Φά/ƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƛȊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǳǊōŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘΣέ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ǘƘemselves as they change, and to promote 

ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦέ20 IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

desire for urban renewal in Indianapolis was akin to a holy journey that would enable a 

path to greatness for the city and its citizens. For Hudnut, the urban revitalization 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ bƛŜōǳƘǊΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ Ǿƛŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ 

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ώŎƛǘƛŜǎϐ Ŏŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

competitive positions and the qualƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŜƴƧƻȅΣέ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿǊƻǘŜΦ21 Urban 

renewal, in his eyes, was a wholesome community with all citizens contributing. 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ wƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 

the Christian Right. Composed of conservŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŜȄŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ 

 
18 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 164-165. 
19 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 20-21. 
20 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 20-21. 
21 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 20-21. 
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ǘƘŜ мфслǎέΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ άƎǊŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ22 ¢ƘŜƛǊ άƎǊŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

the participation of the queer minority and gender fluid individuals in the public space. 

These movements embodied the righteousness that Niebuhr had warned of in seminary 

school. While beneficial to Hudnut as a passionate Republican voting base, the New 

Right and Christian Right challenged his belief in community action by rejecting 

minority-ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

archetype (i.e. white and heterosexual). Denouncing both separatism, as the lack of 

ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘƛǎƳΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜΣ IǳŘƴǳǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

extremes, however, there lies viable middle ground where the interplay between 

religion and political campaigning rightfully takes ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ23 Much like the Religious Right, 

IǳŘƴǳǘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ άƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ 

choices and vision for the city. However, he also focused on minority communities 

suffering from social inadequacies. In attempting to revitalize the city of Indianapolis as 

a united community, he aimed to keep himself situated in the aforementioned middle 

ground.  

Amidst the unfolding of his second mayoral campaign, Hudnut and his 

administration experienced their first in-person interaction with queer activists in 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфуоΦ {ŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

 
22 Marc Stein, Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement (New York: Routledge, 2012), 
116. 
23 Stein, Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement, 116. 
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LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ Dŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 

use of public space were sowed at this meeting. This division would play itself out during 

ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

decade.  

The Indianapolis Gay/Lesbian Coalition (IGLC), a collection of leadership from 

multiple gay/lesbian groups in the Circle City, came together in late 1982 in an effort to 

ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ƳƛǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ άǳƴŦŀƛǊέ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

news coverage.24 Representatives of IGLC wrote to HudnǳǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 

letter stated:  

If the media is to rely on the Indianapolis Police Department [IPD] for accurate 

information, then IPD must be able to differentiate between a criminal element within 

ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΧ ²ŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

with you, Police Chief Joseph McAtee, and Public Safety Director Richard Blankenbaker. 

Such a meeting would surely benefit the entire Indianapolis community.25 

This request by the IGLC leadership for intentional interactions and 

conversations with Indianapolis authorities presented an opportunity for dialogue. 

Hudnut responded that the IGLC should meet with Director Blankenbaker to express 

their concerns. While the directness of the IGLC request bears some resemblance to 

 
24 The Works, November 1982, Indiana Historical Society. 
25 άTom E. Green Jr. to Mayor Hudnut, November 14, 1982έ, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 
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their coastal gay liberation counterparts in New York City and San Francisco, this call for 

dialogue and education is much more in line with the homophile movements of the 

1950s and 1960s. 

Homophile groups of the 50s and 60s were tight-knit and focused on the 

unification of the queer community. They hosted discussion groups to challenge anti-

queer attitudes rather than public protests, which would be a hallmark of later aspects 

of the movement.26 IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ WƻƘƴ 5Ω9Ƴƛƭƛƻ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ мфуо ǘŜȄǘ Sexual 

Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual Minority in the United States, 

1940-1970 that these homophile movements and their tendencies for discussion over 

passionate displays during the post-war years were what led to the creation of a publicly 

recognizable and self-aware homosexual minority in the United States. To examine 

these notions, he chronicled the actions of the Mattachine Society, the Daughters of 

Bilitis, and ONE magazine as part of his study, who presented with similar motives and 

actions to the IGLC in Indianapolis in the early 1980s.27 The IGLC intended to educate 

Ŏƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ǉǳŜŜǊ Ŏommunity as a minority. 

They also hoped to educate leaders about the needs associated with the queer 

communities in the city. 

The summer of 1969 brought the Stonewall Riots of New York City, which began 

in the early hours of June 28. Fed up with police harassment, queer protestors took to 

the streets sparking two waves of activism that would envelop the queer activist 

 
26 Stein, Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement, 49. 
27 WƻƘƴ 5Ω9ƳƛƭƛƻΣ Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities, (Chicago: University of Chicago  
Press, 2nd ed., 1998). 
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movement into the 1980s: gay liberation and lesbian feminism.28 Each movement and 

its participants were frustrated with discrimination towards the queer minority. They 

expressed an outward pride in their orientation and a willingness to take action to 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ LD[/Ωǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

more in line with the homophile work done in previous decadesΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ 

to ask for a meeting with city leadership displays a first step in a subtle transition toward 

Stonewall-style political protests that liberationists in New York and San Francisco 

favored for their necessitation of a public response by local government.  

hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ млΣ мфуоΣ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Lt5 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ LD[/ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ōȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ 

represented by Blankenbaker, mayoral aide Roger Coleman, and city attorney John 

Ryan, while the IPD sent Deputy Chief Bob Ward and three other members of the 

department. Mayor Hudnut and Police Chief McAtee were notably not in attendance at 

the meeting. This suggested an initial reluctance from both individuals to engage in the 

involvement of queer activists, practices, and recommendations in inner workings of 

Indianapolis ς ŀ άǉǳŜŜǊƛƴƎέ ƻŦ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ29 This absence was an early indicator that 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ of 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

 
28 Stein, Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement, 79. 
29 The Works, February 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
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black minority via the formation of task forces as well as conversations with some of the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƭŜǊƎȅƳŜƴΦ30 

The IGLC was represented at the meeting by Stanley Berg, Kathy Sarris, Pat 

Brown, Mary Byrne, Tom Green, James Mallow, and Marla Devendorg.  Berg and Sarris, 

ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 31 Berg 

was the head of The Body Works bathhouse in Indianapolis and publisher of The Works 

gay magazine, 32 as well as its eventual successor, The New Works News.33  Both news 

magazines were an advertising tool for The Body Works as they proposed to further 

άǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ34 ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ άŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ 

ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ǝŀȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦέ35 While on opposite sides of the issue of queer 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ .ŜǊƎΩǎ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ǎƪŜǿŜŘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 

pushed for unity and teamwork in hopes of building a better community. Berg, for 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ άŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

 
30 William Hudnut III, The Hudnut Years in Indianapolis, 1976-1991 (Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press, 1995), 26. 
31 It should be noted however that while Berg and Sarris (and their accompanying 
tactics) were sources of some of the hallmark moments that led to these interactions 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŀȅƻǊŀƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 
engaged in queering Indianapolis politics. For instance, while these two were just 
getting their respective starts in the city in 1977, Mary Byrne was an activist who was 
already well-entrenched. Byrne organized the protest of the infamous Anita Bryant rally 
that year and opened the popular feminist bar, Labyris, two years later at Michigan 
Street and College Avenue. Other Indianapolis activists engaged with queer political 
activism at the time included Marla Stevens and Kent Robinson. 
32 The Works, October 1981, Indiana Historical Society. Berg started The Works in 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфум ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ άǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǝŀȅ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ΨƴŜǿǎΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦέ 
33 Berg was also representing the Greater Indianapolis Gay Business Association (GIGBA) 
on the IGLC. 
34 The Works, October 1982, Indiana Historical Society. 
35 The Works, October 1982, Indiana Historical Society. 



 

17 

ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎŀȅΧ LŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ 

that their sister, father, uncle, or some member of their family is gay; then acceptance 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜn 

promoting homophile actions of education and leaning into the proud, in-your-face 

ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ .ŜǊƎ ǎŀǿ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 

ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǎŎƛƭƭŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ǉǳŜŜǊ 

community and their rights. As noted by American Studies scholar Craig Loftin in his 

2012 book Masked Voices, the establishment of a queer newspaper or magazine like 

this one was key to the creation of a queer subculture.36 Berg ensured that the 

Indianapolis queer community was staying informed, becoming more unified, and 

maintaining a consistent presence in the public eye. This would be a presence that 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜΦ 

Sarris was president of Justice, Inc., a state-wide advocacy organization for queer 

Hoosiers that began a mere month after The Works. Sarris met with several of the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфум ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ37 άLƴ мфулΣ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Dŀȅ tǊƛŘŜ ²ŜŜƪΧέ ǿǊƻǘŜ {ŀǊǊƛǎΦ ά! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǳǎ 

(activists) got together that year at the Mid-Town Ramada Inn. We formed a Pride Week 

Committee and we organized and sponsored the 1981 Pride Week Brunch at the Essex 

IƻǳǎŜ IƻǘŜƭΦέ38 hǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ άōŜƎŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ tǊƛŘŜ ²ŜŜƪΣ ǎƻ 

 
36 Craig M. Loftin, Masked Voices: Gay Men and Lesbians in Cold War America, (Albany:  
State University of New York Press, 2012). 
37 The Works, December 1981, Indiana Historical Society. 
38 The Works, December 1981, Indiana Historical Society. 
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ǿŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΧ ¢ƻ ƳŜΣ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ǝŀȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴώǎϐΦέ39 SaǊǊƛǎΩ 

efforts with Justice worked to queer public spaces by celebrating the gay and lesbian 

minority in public. Its main activities were the development of a successful Gay Pride 

Week as well as queer voter registration.40 In 1982 alone, Gay Pride Week generated 

approximately 100,000 participants in Marion County.41 This advocacy for queer 

participation in public spaces was not without personal sacrifice as Sarris found herself 

ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜ ƳŜǊŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ǎtate-wide 

meetings in August 1982. This incident illuminated the prevalent anti-queer violence 

that the IGLC was working against within the city.42 

At the meeting with Blankenbaker, Berg, Sarris, and their allies presented a list of 

seven recommendations tƻ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ  

άǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Lt5 όƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ 

community; the relevant education of police officers and staff about gay-related needs; 

an affirmative policy statement concerning the treatment of gays by police officers; the 

assignment of crimes against gays to the appropriate departments; the use of proper 

and inoffensive language by IPD, especially when dealing with the news media; an 

affirmative policy statement concerning the employment of gays by IPD; and the respect 

 
39 The Works, December 1981, Indiana Historical Society. 
40 The Works, October 1982, Indiana Historical Society. 
41 The Indianapolis Star, June 28, 1982. 
42 The Indianapolis Star, June 28, 1982. 
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ƻŦ ƎŀȅǎΩ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦέ 43 

Blankenbaker agreed to review these recommendations with a follow-up 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊŜŜƴΦ IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘo do here is sit down 

ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦέ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ōȅ ²ŀǊŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ άƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƭǎέΦ ²ŀǊŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řƛscrimination facing 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ44 Both Blankenbaker and Ward were receptive to 

the recommendations. They appeared to activists to be working in good faith towards a 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŜŎƘƻƛƴƎ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ promoted unity. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ²ŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎΦ Lǘ 

hinted at the lack of recognition of the harassment faced by queer individuals from the 

Indianapolis Police Department, where he served. Activists of the IGLC left the meeting 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΥ άǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦέ  

A smaller second meeting was organized for April 14, 1983 between Berg, Green, 

and Jackie Johnson representing the ILGC and Blankenbaker, Ward, and a handful of 

ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ LD[/Ωǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ45 IGLC representatives found 

themselves repeating the recommendations from the last meeting. City officials simply 

 
43 The Works, February 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
44 The Works, February 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
45 The Works, May 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
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responded that the developments needed time to happen.46 ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

time was legitimate. It also illustrated reticence about how to approach the public 

queering of Indianapolis policy through the participation of queer activists in the 

political sphere. Blankenbaker and Ward had shown the willingness to meet, but actual 

actions had yet to happen. The way forward with the recommendations was much 

murkier. 

Negative interactions between the IPD and members of IGLC during the summer 

nearly derailed the prospects of the in-person meeting between Hudnut and the IGLC 

that was intended to follow the Blankenbaker-Ward meeting. The June 1983 copy of The 

Works ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǾƛŎŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lt5 ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άƻǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ 

priority this year is Holliday Park on the Northside. The problem there, as usual, is the 

ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦέ47 In addition, a local news station ran a story at the end of the 

month that Deputy Chief of Police Ward had made an off-camera statement calling The 

.ƻŘȅ ²ƻǊƪǎ άƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ǿƘƻǊŜƘƻǳǎŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ .ŜǊƎ 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Lt5 ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ48 The news 

ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ .ŜǊƎ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

άŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦέ49 While The Works notes that no apology was 

provided, Berg met with Chief McAtee, Ward, and a mayoral aide which led to the 

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƴŜǿǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ50 

 
46 The Works, May 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
47 The Works, June 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
48 The Works, August 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
49 The Works, August 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
50 The Works, August 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
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The tensions at play in this situation demonstrate the realities of police 

ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

LD[/Ωǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

government as deviant in a city that focused on urban renewal led to heavy police 

intervention. This exchange also demonstrated the power that The Works had begun to 

afford Berg. He was able to arrive unannounced at the seat of city government and gain 

an audience with officials that resulted in a joint public statement. The release of this 

Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŀŦǘ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

administration and leading queer activists. It also signaled a step forward in the 

developing relationship between the two sides.  

With the tense encounter with Berg resolved, Mayor Hudnut finally met in-

person with six members of the IGLC on October 3, 1983 to discuss discrimination, the 

status of the gay and lesbian community as a minority, and political advocacy.51 

Representing the IGLC were Berg, Sarris, Green (an editor for The Works), Ruth Peters 

(representing Indiana NOW), Charles Wyeth (from Dignity/Central Indiana), and Philip 

Mischler (of the Fellowship organization). As the meeting got underway, Hudnut 

confirmed that he viewed the gay and lesbian community of the city as a minority. He 

άŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ΨƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦΩέ52 According to The Works, 

Hudnut ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ άƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

deny any gay and lesbian individual an opportunity in Indianapolis. He was open to 

 
51 The Works, November 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
52 The Works, November 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
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creating advisory roles for the gay and lesbian community within his administration. 

Hudnut also expressed interest in amending the Executive Order on city-county 

employment discrimination to include a line about sexual orientation.53 He also noted 

ǘƘŜ άǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ ŀǎ Dŀȅ tǊƛŘŜ 

²ŜŜƪΦέ54 For the activists, this dialogue represented progress. It also exposed the 

hurdles still faced. The Works ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ άƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘέ ŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

a meeting with gay and lesbian citizens.55 He turned down multiple invitations to gay 

and lesbian events as well as a photo opportunity at the end of the meeting that would 

have been made available publicly.56 IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŀǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ 

have to realize that I am in a difficult position. I feel that everyone should have access to 

thŜ aŀȅƻǊΧ L ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƻŀŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜǎΦέ  

Though marketing himself as a politician who advocated for volunteerism and 

social responsibility, Hudnut distanced himself from Berg and Sarris at this meeting. His 

 
53 The Works, November 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
54 The Works, November 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
55 These exchanges also necessitate a discussion of The WorksΩ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōƛŀǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
the events of the meeting. While there is no reason not to take the quotations printed 
in The Works as accurate (the outlet was a necessity for the queer community given 
their absence in major sources like The Indianapolis Star), it does feel editorialized to 
ǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ άƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦέ Although that was more than likely the 
case at the meeting, it is still nonetheless something tricky to convey in good faith in a 
news article. Thus, while this article and others mostly assist in conveying the broader 
scope of events, they also subtly conǾŜȅ ǘƘŜ LD[/Ωǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the article too. Further research into this meeting and the rest of the events of this 
thesis would be best started with the Indiana Archives and Records Administration as 
well as IPD records. 
56 The Works, November 1983, Indiana Historical Society. 
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placing of value on his ability to interact with all parties suggests that he felt that this 

was a key ability of his in achieving his goals of urban renewal and a holy city. It 

provided him an opportunity to ignore ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘέ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

LD[/ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ IǳŘƴǳǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ άǉǳŜŜǊƛƴƎέ 

of Indianapolis political norms behind-closed-doors, hearkening back the issues of social 

justice instilled in him by Niebuhr.57 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ¦ƴƛƎƻǾ-centered politics 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ άōŜƘƛƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎέ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 

Republican politicians. A consolidated government, while efficient, allowed for fewer 

people to be involved in making decisions. Public knowledge of these activities would 

ǳƴŘŜǊŎǳǘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ IǳŘƴǳǘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ 

premium on public appearances in relation to his perception of how they would effect 

success of his agenda. Interactions with the queer communities being denounced by the 

bŜǿ wƛƎƘǘ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ 

bloc, was not going to play as a unanimous success.58  

.ŜǊƎΣ {ŀǊǊƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

initiated that they would continue to pursue should Hudnut be re-ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

important moment for these activists as it was the first time an Indianapolis mayor had 

met to discuss issues facing their community.  It was not, though, the completely 

rousing success they had hoped for. They had established a concrete dialogue for 

 
57 Nikki Sullivan, A Critical Introduction to Queer Theory (New York: New York University 
Press, 2003). 
58 This notion of success will play a critical role in the remaining chapters of this thesis. 
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interactions with city leadership, akin to the education-drive activists of the homophile 

movements a couple decades prior. But it did not result in directed action by Hudnut to 

reform either the IPD or governmental agencies. This non-committal behavior set the 

stage for a larger showdown between the two groups on Monument Circle the following 

year in the form of the Gay Knights gatherings.  
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CHAPTER TWO: KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND MONUMENT 

In August 1984, The Works ran a profile on David Molden, an openly gay 

nineteen-year-old man who experienced police harassment on Monument Circle. On his 

way home from work late at night on July 6, Molden was walking north on Meridian 

Street when a vehicle pulled up beside him. Demanding three times that he approach 

the car, the driver later identified as Officer S. Moore of the Indianapolis Police 

Department (IPD) shouted, "you'd better get your ass over here! I'm a cop!" 59 Moore 

then demanded Molden provide identification. Molden handed Moore his Body Works 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƪŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ ! ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀƎƻƴΣ ǘǿƻ 

marked cars, and two unmarked cars joined the scene. Officer Gruner then inspected 

the Body Works card, questioning Molden about the connections between Body Works 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦ DǊǳƴŜǊ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƭŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ άǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΣ 

a practice where individuals would solicit one another for sex, both paid and unpaid. 

Molden replied, "I don't see what going to Body Works has anything to do with being on 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦέ DǊǳƴŜǊ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ aƻƭŘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ άŀ ƳƻǳǘƘȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 

bitch." Molden claimed later that Gruner "proceeded to strike me two times in the face 

so hard that it brought tears to my eyes. Then he proceeded to choke me with both 

hands; I couldn't talk or breathe. I tried to scream but nothing came out. I believe one of 

the other officers pulled Officer Gruner off me; everything went black for a few 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦέ60 Molden was then shoved by Moore into a police car with Gruner attempting 

 
59 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
60 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
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to approach again. "Why don't you let the little son of a bitch back out here so I can 

have another go at him?" asked Gruner. When Molden inquired why Gruner had 

ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ aƻƻǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ϦL ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ61 This incident on Monument 

Circle, the public space surrounding the Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors Monument at 

the intersection of Meridian and Market Streets in the center of downtown Indianapolis, 

emblematized the confrontations between the Indianapolis Police and its gay and 

ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ 

renewal efforts, it served as both a heavily policed public space and a microcosm of the 

ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ [D.¢ citizens. These confrontations over 

basic freedoms were not limited to the public spaces of the city but also to the 

supposedly safe spaces of the police station. Molden was asked by one officer filling out 

his processing paperwork, "Are you a fucking queeǊΚέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aƻƭŘŜƴ ŀ 

ϦŦŀƎƎƻǘέΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ϦƘŀŘ ŀ ōŀŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜέΦ bƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜ 

allowed to sign the custody envelope where his personal belongings were placed. 

aƻƭŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀ άǊƻǿŘȅέ ŎŜƭƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘǊƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǳŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƎƎƻǘ ŀǎǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘέΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 

he was moved to seven different cells only to be released the next morning with no 

charges filed against him. Officers Gruner and Moore were soon listed as being on 

ϦǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ 

the previous evening. 62 5ŀǾƛŘ aƻƭŘŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 

 
61 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
62 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society; The Works, September 1984, 
Indiana Historical Society. 
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incidents in 1984. At least twenty-three allegations of harassment were lodged with the 

Indiana Civil Liberties Union (ICLU) and documented by The Works. Multiple claims were 

made of the IPD using videotaping as a method to deter queer interactions through 

public surveillance. Three allegations of harassment and brutality were lodged with IPD 

Internal Affairs63---ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ aƻƭŘŜƴΩǎΦ64  

These events involving IPD officers and gay and lesbian citizens are a far cry from 

the hopeful tone that had emerged after the October 1983 meeting between Mayor 

Hudnut and tƘŜ LD[/ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΦ /ŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǎƻǳǊŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ [D.¢ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ 

into a marked shift toward overt political organizing and public protest instead of 

private mediation. IGLC activists and their constituents would battle city leadership for 

the public space on Monument Circle in the summer of 1984 in the form of the Gay 

Knights ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΦ ²ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ōŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

urban renewal policies? Or would it be a space of public contestation that allowed for 

public expressions of LGBT community including sexual liberation?  

By spring 1984, cracks had formed in the goodwill that had been forged at the 

October 1983 meeting. A resolution was introduced by the U.S. Conference of Mayors in 

 
63 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
64 It is inescapable not to highlight the fact that The Works chose to highlight the plight 
of a white homosexual male with their profile. While each individual hate crime must be 
taken seriously on a case-by-case basis, this example also poses the questions of what 
the plight of non-white and non-ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
experienced at this time. Further research is needed to illuminate this topic. 
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March 1984 that promoted legislation against anti-gay discrimination. The Works called 

for Hudnut to support it, noting that this would be a steppingstone to enacting an 

Indianapolis policy for fighting anti-gay hiring discrimination.65 IǳŘƴǳǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άLΩƳ 

ŀŦǊŀƛŘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǳŎƘ 

a question require my action, I will give it due consideration in the context of the 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ66 While there is a possibility that Hudnut was 

actually unable to locate the resolution, it is more likely that he was avoiding public 

recognition of his supporǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǊȅΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άǉǳŜŜǊƛƴƎέ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

unwilling to face public scrutiny. He had denied the opportunity to take a picture with 

IGLC activists back in October. He also denied a request to issue a proclamation for Pride 

ǿŜŜƪ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ мфупΦ IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ άŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦέ 

Some gay and lesbian Hoosiers felt like progress towards equity had stalled out in 

Indianapolis.67 The stall was also a sign of the widening gulf between the two groups 

that was being affected by national concerns.  

For queer activists, the rise of the HIV crisis ς a literal life or death scenario ς 

shaped their interactions with the city. Although only 200 cases had been documented 

in Indianapolis68, activists feared the city would follow the lead of San Francisco and 

 
65 The Works, March 1984, Indiana Historical Society; The Works, April 1984, Indiana 
Historical Society. 
66 The Works, June 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
67 The Works, July 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
68 The Works, September 1982, Indiana Historical Society. 
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New York in closing bathhouses and sex clubs as public health hazards.69 IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ urban 

renewal process was an unprecedented success. However, it was presented with a 

potential setback with the public disclosure of an active queer community as well as the 

HIV epidemic as individuals feared potential public contagion through contact with 

queer citizens. 

The schism between Hudnut and queer activists grew with publication of a letter 

written by Hudnut in June 10, 1982 to his Chief of Police, Joseph McAtee, and his 

Director of Public Safety, Richard Blankenbaker. In the correspondence, Hudnut noted 

ǘƘŀǘ άŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴΧ ŀǊŜ ǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇƛŎƪǳǇέΦ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ άŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

kind of activity from that area, as its presence could become a substantial disincentive 

ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴŜ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΦέ70 This notion of a disincentive to shop and dine 

ŜŎƘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

instructions to the police demonstrate a noticeable disconnect from the language used 

in his 1984 book Minister/Mayor. IŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ άŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ 

between the Police Department and the minority community, we do so with hope that 

relationships will improve and peace and tranquility will someday become a realiǘȅΦέ71 

²ƘƛƭŜ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

pertains to his relationship with the queer community as well, which had long been 

 
69 Michael Bronski, A Queer History of the United States (Boston: Beacon Press, 2012), 
227. 
70 άMayor Hudnut to Richard Blankenbaker & Joseph G. McAtee, June 10, 1982έ, 
University of Indianapolis Mayoral Archives. 
71 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, p. 61-62. 
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established as a minority community through the homophile movements post-WWII. 

IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ άǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅέ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

should not have different needs than his conservative heterosexual constituents. 

Hudnut did not directly encourage police brutality to take place. Yet, this 1982 letter 

undeniably portrays him as putting his dream for a holy city above the needs of those 

living in it. Monument Circle was a focal point for his efforts. His passion to develop the 

city combined with his devout faith in both his religion and his ability to revitalize 

Indianapolis enabled him to ignore the queer communities in public while meeting with 

ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ aŎ!ǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴƪŜƴōŀƪŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ 

presence on the Circle manifested in police violence. Although Hudnut had not called for 

the harassment per se, his inability to leverage the power he wielded with Unigov to 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

creating an environment that allowed the vicious treatment of queer citizens of 

Indianapolis. 

Discrimination and police violence were common within the American queer 

communities. Historian Timothy Stewart-²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ άvǳŜŜǊ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ hǊŘŜǊΥ {ŜȄΣ 

Criminality, and Policing in the Late Twentieth-/ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘe 

abuse of those in power to analyze the relationship between gay and lesbian activism 

and police discrimination. Stewart-²ƛƴǘŜǊ ŘŜƭǾƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎŀǊŎŜǊŀƭ 

ǎǘŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǾŜr the 

post-World War II years. He argues that queer rights were slowly gained at the same 

time as this carceral state was implemented. Queer activists slowly receded into the 
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periphery in fear of the police.72 This same carceral state is one that Hudnut enabled in 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 

merely obstacles towards urban renewal on Monument Circle.  

On June 29, 1984, preventative measures were taken to relieve the conflict 

between police and the ciǘȅΩǎ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ L/[¦ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎ 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǝŀȅ 

community. In conjunction with this announcement, the IPD proclaimed that they would 

be withdrawing their Circle Unit, the vice squad tasked with monitoring Monument 

Circle, and substituting those police patrols with videotaping. While IPD claimed 

videotaping deterred prostitution, it was also an effort to document homosexual 

couples socializing in public and discourage them from doing so. Videotaping captured 

queer activities, making them part of the official police record.73 As part of the 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ Lt5 ŀƴŘ L/[¦ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƻƴ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘέ ōȅǎǘŀƴŘŜǊǎ 

would not be targeted.74 In this situation, the necessity to classify queer individuals on 

Monument Circle as an innocent person demonstrates the heteronormative focus of 

urban renewal plans. These preventative actions did little to protect gay men as 

 
72 Timothy Stewart-Winter, άvǳŜŜǊ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ hǊŘŜǊΥ {ŜȄΣ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
Late Twentieth-Century United Statesέ (Journal of Urban History 41, no. 5 (2015)), 825-
835. Stewart-²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŎŜǊŀƭ ǎǘate forced its 
ŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ. The carceral state here in 
Indianapolis had the opposite effect on its members of the gay and lesbian movement. 
73 This thesis will, unfortunately, do little to grapple with the actions and consequences 
of police videotaping as there were no tapes to be found in the collections that are 
being utilized here. However, next steps could and should be taken on this front by 
interacting with the IARA and police records on this matter. 
74 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
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aƻƭŘŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ .ŜǊƎΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ 

ƳŀƭŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŀǘ мл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ 

ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΦέ75 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ aƻƭŘŜƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ Lt5Σ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭuding 

John Carlile from Justice, Inc., Ruth Peters from NOW, and Stanley Berg from The Body 

Works bathhouse announced a press conference of their own on Monument Circle for 

July 12.76  tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ L/[¦ ŀƴŘ Lt5 ŀƎŀƛƴ issued 

statements reassuring queer citizens that harassment on the Circle would cease. It 

included an acknowledgement that an Internal Affairs investigation into several officers 

had begun.  At the conference itself, activist leaders published their own press release 

signed by several Indianapolis gay and lesbian organizations. They requested a number 

of accommodations: special police units should be instructed not to harass gays; an 

investigation of brutality charges against IPD officers should be launched; videotaping 

on the Circle should immediately cease; Hudnut and McAtee should meet with activist 

leaders to discuss discrimination against gay individuals in Indianapolis; an internal 

memo sent out to IPD from Hudnut and McAtee calling for the end of discrimination 

against the gay community should be distributed; Hudnut should appoint a permanent 

liaison with the gay community; and McAtee should create a mandatory gay and lesbian 

awareness training program for officers. To support their call for action, the closing 

remarks of the press conference promised social events on the Circle for members of 

 
75 The Indianapolis Star, July 29, 1984. 
76 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
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the gay and lesbian community on July 20 and every ensuing Friday until the police 

harassment ceased.77  

This press conference and its call to engage on the Circle each Friday night 

demonstrated a transition in the methods of the IGLC activists from those of the 

homophile movement to those of the gay liberation movement. Discussing gay 

liberationists in his 2012 book Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement, Marc Stein 

ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ Ǝŀȅǎ 

and lesbians, confront prejudice, and challenge the relegation of sexual matters to the 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎǇƘŜǊŜΦέ78 .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻƪŜƴΣ ƛƴ [ƛƴŘŀ IƛǊǎƘƳŀƴΩǎ нлмн ǿƻǊƪ Victory, she 

elaborates that the post-{ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ƘŀŘ άǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΧέ79  Berg and his compatriots 

challenged the private sphere that Hudnut was clearly clinging to in his unwillingness to 

engage with them in public. They were establishing that they too had to be included in 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜΦ 

From July 20 onwards, gay and lesbian citizens of the city were present on the 

Circle every Friday from eight to eleven each evening protesting and socializing as 

planned.80 These Friday night events created a buzz in downtown Indianapolis. There 

was local media coverage. Horse-drawn carriages were staying busy. The Circle Café was 

even staying open until midnight instead of seven PM to accommodate the increased 

 
77 The Works, August 1984, Indiana Historical Society.                                        
78 Stein, Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement, 84. 
79 Linda Hirshman, Victory (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2012), 129. 
80 The Works, September 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
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foot-traffic. The first of these so-called "Gay Nights on the Circle" saw three hundred gay 

men and lesbian women on the north side of the Circle. A couple hundred more were 

spread throughout the Circle, leaving traffic congested for two blocks in every direction. 

Each Friday night afterwards included about two hundred members of the Indianapolis 

gay and lesbian community on the Circle. The Works dubbed the attendees of these 

events as the "Gŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΦέ81 ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

urban renewal efforts as their own.  

IǳŘƴǳǘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Lt5Ωǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǉǳŜŜǊ 

citizens and the Gay Knights events. Only Police Chief McAtee stated in an interview that 

his office door would be open to discuss the police actions on the Circle. Activist John 

Carlile attempted to set up a meeting with McAtee several times. On August 2, McAtee 

told Carlile that he would not meet with any members of the gay community as it would 

only spark more press conferences.82 In less than a month, the presence of the Gay 

Knights was already being felt within the city. As Berg noted in an interview with The 

Indianapolis StarΣ άIǳŘƴǳǘ ŀƴŘ aŎ!ǘŜŜ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǎƘ ƴƻ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳe to the gay 

community. But because the political atmosphere is so volatile, they probably feel it is 

ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦέ83 In addition, Sarris, Carlile, and Berg met with Michael 

Gradison of ICLU on August 1 to discuss the ICLU-IPD videotaping agreement.  These 

activists felt there were too many loopholes in the document for it to be effective. It 

allowed IPD to film the Gay Nights on the Circle even though the agreement stated that 

 
81 The Works, September 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
82 The Works, September 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
83 The Indianapolis Star, July 29, 1984. 
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videotaping was not targeting the gay community. The ICLU desired to add a section to 

the document requiring a third-party review of all video tapes filmed by IPD.84   

¢ƘŜ Dŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ом άDŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ bƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŦƻǳǊ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎΦ85 The 

Indianapolis Star featured an ad for the event in the days leading up to the rally, 

providing basic information for when and where attendees should arrive and who they 

should expect to speak.86 The five speakers at the rally consisted of Michael Jones, a gay 

man pressing charges for IPD harassment; Michael Gradison of ICLU, who affirmed the 

L/[¦Ωǎ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Lt5 ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΤ 5ǊΦ .ǊǳŎŜ ±ƻŜƭƭŜΣ Ŏƻ-founder of the National Gay 

Task Force, who discussed the need for gays and lesbians to speak with one voice on 

issues; Katy Sarris from Justice, Inc., who spoke on political issues and the gay vote; and 

Stan Berg who represented The Works. The Indianapolis NewsΩ ǿǊƛǘŜ-up of the night 

detailed some light harassment that took place from anti-homosexual protestors that 

organized across the street from the rally. The appearance of a pellet gun, an attempted 

 
84 The Works, September 1984, Indiana Historical Society. Ultimately, they agreed to 
disagree on the IPD videotaping policy.  
85 The Works, October 1984, Indiana Historical Society; This number was disputed as 
being closer to 200 people in the September 1, 1984 editions of The Indianapolis Star 
and The Indianapolis News. Espich, FrankΦ άIƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭǎΩ tǊƻǘŜǎǘΦέ The Indianapolis 
Star. September 1, мфупΣ άtŜƭƭŜǘǎ IǳǊǘ н ŀǘ wŀƭƭȅΦέ The Indianapolis News. September 1, 
1984. 
86 άDŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ bƛƎƘǘΦέ The Indianapolis Star. August 29, 1984; For local media 
coverage, several local radio stations ran PSA's for the rally all day Friday. Channels 4, 6, 
and 13 were noted by The Works as giving positive coverage, while Channel 8 ran little 
coverage and Channel 59 ignored the rally completely. The Works wrote that The 
Indianapolis Star had little acknowledgment of it in the Saturday paper, and The 
Indianapolis News focused mainly on protesters and any violence in the Saturday paper. 
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ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ōŀƴƴŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǊŜŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

the event that were ultimately ended by police intervention.87 

In acƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ 

letter to The Works that highlighted Indianapolis' non-ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘŜΣέ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ 

the City of Indianapolis not to harass any citizens or segment of the citizenry including 

ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧέΦ88 An attached note on the policy from one of his advisors rests in 

ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ άΧǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƛƴsert the 

ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦέ89 Dated August 16 on the draft, Hudnut waited on 

releasing his letter to the press, suggesting he took at least two weeks to ponder it. 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ϦŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ any public 

ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ Ǝŀȅǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦέ90 The crowd cheered during the letter reading 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǊŀƭƭȅΦ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ϥDŀȅΣ DŀȅΣ DŀȅΗέΦ91  

Politically, little was accomplished through this series of events. Indianapolis 

leadership including the mayor and police force did little to adhere to policy in the 

 
87 άtŜƭƭŜǘǎ IǳǊǘ н ŀǘ wŀƭƭȅΦέ The Indianapolis News, September 1, 1984; The Works 
describes that there were about 50 anti-gay protesters on the Circle who stayed in front 
of Christ Church Cathedral. A group of young boys led by their minister were the ones 
who tore down the Gay/Lesbian Night banner. The individuals who tore it down was 
promptly arrested while members of the rally held it back up for the remainder of the 
event. A couple stink bombs and M-80's were let off as well. The Works notes that the 
IPD "did a fine job keeping order on the Circle" and arrested several hecklers. 
88 The Works, October 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
89 άaŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǘƻ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ .ŜǊƎΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мсΣ мфупΦέ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ aŀȅƻǊŀƭ 
Archives. 
90 The Works, October 1984, Indiana Historical Society. 
91 There was also a gay/lesbian disco dance party on Circle after the speakers finished. 
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events leading up to the Gay/Lesbian Night on the Circle. Hudnut had discovered that 

his urban renewal process was not going to be as easy as he thought. He could no longer 

treat queer citizens as a disincentive that could be ignored when they were being 

mistreated by the police department. His attempts at queering politics solely behind 

closed doors with the IGLC activists while simultaneously relying on a vice squad to 

discourage public activities by queer residents could not coexist as policy going forward. 

He would have to work directly, and publicly, with his citizenry to achieve complete 

success of his holy city vision. He was being forced to make progress witƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

queer community.  

Berg, in an interview in 1988 reflecting on the Gay Knights rallies recalls feeling a 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ IǳŘƴǳǘΦ IŜ ŎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƭƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέΦ 

ά5ƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΦ άLŦ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘΧ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

discuss gay issues, when a gun was held to his head, so to speak, he responded 

ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭȅΦέ92 

In Minister/Mayor, Hudnut ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ 

ōǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǉǳƛƭƛōǊƛǳƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ93 While this divide was 

hardly settled through the 1984 events on Monument Circle, both sides were fortunate 

to have reached an understanding when they did through their use of the public space. 

 
92 The Indianapolis Star, August 27, 1988. 
93 Hudnut, Minister/Mayor, 59. 
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Another variable was beginning to take the forefront over civil rights in this Indianapolis 

schism that these two factions would grapple with for the remainder of the 1980s: HIV. 
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CHAPTER THREE: A CELEBRATION IN CRISIS 

 Following the Gay Knights protests of summer 1984, Mayor William Hudnut and 

IGLC leadership limited their contact with one another through the remainder of the 

1980s. Both were dealing with the HIV crisis, but separately. HIV effected the tactics 

ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ IǳŘƴǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

queer communities in the city. Both found their visions of a unified and collaborative 

city influenced by the work they had to do to combat HIV. Indianapolis activists focused 

education and outreach to the queer communities while Hudnut and his administration 

dealt with the HIV crisis through the larger Indianapolis citizenry as well as the 

widespread recognition brought to the central Indiana region by Ryan White. White was 

a high school student from Kokomo, IN who was also a hemophiliac that contracted the 

IL± ǾƛǊǳǎΦ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ Ǉƻpularity soared in the wake of his work to be readmitted to school 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛǎΦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ 

government engagement to curb this public health crisis while simultaneously 

navigating the changing terrain of Republican politics brought on by the continued rise 

of the New Right. These parallel paths would once more converge on Monument Circle 

for the 1990 Celebration on the Circle during Pride festivities. With an election at stake, 

the Circle again served as a focal point about the role of queer individuals in public 

space. The resulting confrontation would impact the city by further establishing the 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŦǳƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

citizenry. 
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Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) was recognized by the American public in 

the early 1980s as reports began surfacing of gay men checking into hospitals with rare 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘǳōōŜŘ άƎŀȅ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅέ όDwL5ύΣ ǿƘŀǘ 

became known as HIV was soon recognized as affecting those outside the queer 

community including individuals sharing needles and Haitian-immigrant populations. 

While the devastating HIV virus itself would not be identified until the mid-1980s, GRID 

and AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome) were recognized as medical 

conditions by 1982, mere months before the formations of the IGLC in Indiana. 

Historian Jennifer Brier contends in Infectious Ideas that AIDS activism created a 

new form of progressive politics that placed emphasis on sexual health within the queer 

community.94 These progressive politics focused on engagement and community 

support within the queer community regarding HIV prevention. Political scientist 

5ŜōƻǊŀƘ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ нллф ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘ Moving Politics interprets the history of the ACT UP 

organization and the key role that emotion played in their activities.95 They argue that 

there were political, educational, and emotional consequences for AIDS on queer 

activists. These consequences would manifest themselves in the acǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ 

queer participants including Berg, Sarris, and the Indianapolis Bag Ladies, who were 

already well-entrenched in AIDS activism before members of the IGLC concluded the 

Gay Knights rallies in the summer of 1984. The Indianapolis Bag Ladies got their start as 

 
94 Jennifer Brier, Infectious Ideas: U.S. Political Responses to the AIDS Crisis (Chapel Hill:  
University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 10, 44. 
95 Deborah B. Gould, Moving tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΥ 9Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !/¢ ¦tΩǎ CƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !L5{ (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2009).  
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a group of gay men who dressed in drag to host on elaborate parties and bus tours in 

the name of fundraising for HIV-related causes. As far back as October 1981, they raised 

funds, educated on HIV prevention and safe sex methods, and worked alongside local 

religious organizations to provide support for the queer community. These individuals 

pioneered AIDS activism in Indianapolis utilizing their mix of fun and drag. Berg and 

Sarris would join their efforts in the latter part of 1984.  

The delay in IGLC joining in AIDS activism efforts was a result of their focus on 

police harassment and queer civil rights. Just a year after the Gay Knights rallies ended, 

The Works ran an article highlighting 14 complaints of police harassment on Monument 

Circle that had occurred since the start of the summer of 1985.96 In one encounter, four 

IPD officers approached 18-year-old Michael Mandabach and his friend on the steps of 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ώǘƘŜȅΩŘϐ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ƧŀƛƭΦέ97 Police harassment resuming on Monument Circle 

demonstrated another lapse from city leadership in the agreements that had resulted 

ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LD[/ ŀƴŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ! ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ Iǳdnut by 

The Works hinted at the prospect of the IGLC initiating another set of Gay Knights rallies 

in the face of these continued episodes.98 Hudnut presumedly wished to avoid another 

contestation of the public space around Monument Circle so soon after the last one. 

The lack of any further evidence of a major public dispute resulting from these new 

instances of violence suggests that the severity of the ongoing HIV epidemic situation 

 
96 The Works, July 1985, Indiana Historical Society. 
97 The Works, July 1985, Indiana Historical Society. 
98 The Works, July 1985, Indiana Historical Society. 



 

42 

overwhelmed concerns about police harassment. Berg celebrated that The Works had 

ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ 

and lesbian community has access to City Hall ς we never had that access before the 

coming of The Works. City Hall knows that The Works screams loudly and eloquently in 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ǝŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦέ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ƳƻŘƛŎǳƳ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

administration. Communication mixed with a willingness to use Monument Circle as a 

place of contestation were steadily achieving the goals they desired. 

Berg, Sarris, and their compatriots found themselves preoccupied with how to 

combat the HIV epidemic in the Circle City. For Berg and The Works, HIV education 

through the increased publishing of HIV-related articles brought continual coverage of 

the situation. They detailed the proposed AIDS plans by the state and county in February 

1986 and the Presidential AIDS Commission in September 1987. Articles analyzed the 

consequences of those plans and other policies, provided statistics for the number of 

new cases appearing in the state, promoted safe sex advertisements, and criticized 

politicians who turned a blind eye towards the plight of people living with HIV. This was 

a criticism notably directed at then-U.S. President Ronald Reagan, who only publicly 

uttered the word AIDS for the first time in 1985 and did not give a full speech devoted 

to the matter until 1987, but not Mayor Hudnut, whose administration had already 

recognized the epidemic before the Reagan speech.99 News articles demonstrated the 

 
99 The Works, February 1986 and April 1986, Indiana Historical Society; The New Works 
News, May 1987 and September 1987, Indiana Historical Society. 
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multi-ŦŀŎŜǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ .ŜǊƎΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

played a key role in communicating the need to understand sexual health. It helped 

queer citizens understand the politics associated with, and for, people living with HIV.  

{ŀǊǊƛǎΩ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IL± ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΦ 

The organization implemented a state-wide annual conference focused on the 

education of the queer community starting in March 1987.100 Their annual Gay Pride 

Week event also underwent major changes, transitioning from being a yearly brunch to 

a public picnic by the summer of 1989 at Westlake Park.101 Justice worked with Indiana 

politicians as well. They sent representatives to meet with members of Governor Evan 

.ŀȅƘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мфуф ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƻǊȅ 

violence faced by their constituents and the HIV epidemic.102 The same techniques 

utilized to get an in-person meeting with Indianapolis Mayor Hudnut were now being 

ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ 103 While the specter of HIV hung over all these 

proceedings, Justice was able to communicate with the queer community and politicians 

alike through the conference and the meeting wiǘƘ .ŀȅƘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ 

actions demonstrate a continued focus on discussion-based forms of awareness that 

centered on sexual health and the impact of the HIV epidemic.104 

 
100 The New Works News, May 1988, Indiana Historical Society. 
101 The New Works News, August 1989, Indiana Historical Society. 
102 The New Works News, May 1989, Indiana Historical Society. 
103 The July 1990 issue of The New Works News highlighted that Sarris, after stepping 
Řƻǿƴ ŀǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфууΣ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊ ƻŦ !ŜǎƻǇΩǎ 
Kitchen and Cupboard, a Greek grocer in the City Market area. 
104 The work of these two organizations were not the only major moments for the 
Indianapolis activist landscape in the late 1980s. As noted in issue of The New Works 
News, March 1988 played witness to the rise of figurehead queer activist Marla Stevens 
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Mayor Hudnut and his constituents, meanwhile, grappled with implementing 

their dream of a holy city when that city and dream were under the threat of a health 

epidemic. Hudnut continued his revitalization efforts through the development of Circle 

Centre Mall, the selection of Indianapolis to host the 1987 Pan American games, and, 

later, the hosting of the NCAA Final Four in 1991.105 However, these major events were 

muted by concerns over the HIV epidemic in the city. For Indianapolis, some of the first 

public conversations about instituting policies related to the curbing of AIDS occurred in 

мфусΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

queer community about proper methods for discouraging certain sexual behaviors. They 

encouraged documenting individuals who had contracted HIV and creating forums on 

the potential shuttering of bathhouses like The Body Works. They also encouraged 

discussion of prevention.106  

Hudnut opined that the HIV crisis could not just simply be a city-controlled 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ мфутΣ ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾe it to the cities alone, 

ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŘƻƴŜΦέ IŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

allocate funding to support these efforts. This appears to be a criticism of the federal 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎΦ Lǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

predilection towards action in this situation instead of ignoring it like he did with police 

 
to the rank of chairperson of the ICLU, while March 1989 saw the start-up of an 
eventual stalwart organization in the gay and lesbian community known as the 
Indianapolis Youth Group. 
105 Hudnut, The Hudnut Years in Indianapolis, 3-4. 
106 The Indianapolis News, January 15, 1986. 
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harassment in 1984.107 As previously mentioned, President Reagan was notably 

ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ !L5{Σ ŀƴŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƭŀǎƘ with these 

ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴΦ .ǊƛŜǊ ƴƻǘŜǎ wŜŀƎŀƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ άǎƭǳƎƎƛǎƘƴŜǎǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎΦ108  

The central Indiana region was brought to national attention with the national 

attention brought about by Ryan White. White was a hemophiliac teenager from 

Kokomo, Indiana who was diagnosed with AIDS in 1984. He became a focal point for the 

epidemic following his removal from school by his local school district following his 

diagnosis. At the time, the public feared that HIV/AIDS could be contracted through 

simple physical contact. Parents feared that allowing White to return to school would 

endanger their children. Working against those fears, White utilized his celebrity to 

educate the nation about the HIV crisis. He effectively moved the conversation away 

from the virus being something that only effected homosexual men.  The public 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ 

their own. Part of what made White so popular was his age and race. As a young white 

male from a lower-middle class family, White was a palatable public figure who could 

represent the AIDS crisis without challenging conservative religious or social values. 

²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ109 U.S. politicians, including 

 
107 Louisville Courier Journal, June 27, 1987. 
108 Brier, Infectious Ideas, 80. 
109 ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ мффл ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ŀǘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 
Presbyterian. 
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Hudnut, could not ignore the HIV crisis. The crisis affected the queer community as well 

as white heteronormative people living with HIV. 

In May of 1988, Mayor Hudnut was invited to speak in front of President 

wŜŀƎŀƴΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ !L5{ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άLǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

rights of all of our citizens and all our City and County employees. The AIDS epidemic 

represents a challenge in respecting individual rights while at the same time 

ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΧΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦέ110 

Mayor Hudnut focused on the betterment of his community as a whole by describing his 

recently signed Indianapolis Executive Order that promised no employment 

discrimination based on whether an applicant had AIDS or was suspected of having it.111 

Reflecting on these events in his 1995 book, The Hudnut Years in Indianapolis, 1976-

1991Σ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άǿŜ ǘǊƛŜd to express the ideal of a compassionate city in our 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ112 While this suggests an incremental step forward away from his days of the 

1982 letter, it also draws attention to the fact that Hudnut only showed kindness in the 

wake of a life-or-death scenario. He drew more on his ethos of volunteerism instead of 

collaboration. This would have a significant impact on the events of the 1990 

Celebration. 

The speech, and most certainly the executive order, were viewed as watershed 

moments for the city and its relationship to people living with HIV. The New Works 

News, formerly The Works, ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ άƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ !L5{ 

 
110 The New Works News, June 1988, Indiana Historical Society. 
111 The New Works News, June 1988, Indiana Historical Society. 
112 Hudnut, The Hudnut Years in Indianapolis, 37. 
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ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦέ113 The meaning of this policy was being praised, more than 

the policy itself. Progress was being made, but in small increments. 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ŦƻǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ WǳƴŜ tǊƛŘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мффлΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊƛŘŜ 

event was being planned to be held on Monument Circle.114 Traffic would be closed off 

from entering the Circle with national- and state-level experts would be speaking 

throughout the all-day event.115 More than 40 different groups had committed to having 

ŀ ōƻƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŘǳōōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦέ116 Hudnut was invited to 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ άDŀȅ tǊƛŘŜ ²ŜŜƪέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

extended in recognition of the release of the employment discriminatory policy in 

1988.117 IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜŀŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘέΦ  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ άǘƻ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜ 

tǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ǘƻ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΦέ 118 aŀǊƪ DƻŦŦΣ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 

for Public Affairs, wrote to Hudnut in a June 13, 1990 letter asking him to release the 

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΥ άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎ ώǎƛŎϐ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǎŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦέ119 Towards the end 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ DƻŦŦ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ so close to winning the unconditional support 

 
113 The New Works News, June 1988, Indiana Historical Society. 
114 The New Works News, January 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
115 Ibid; The New Works News, March 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
116 The New Works News, July 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
117 The New Works News, May 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
118 The New Works News, May 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
119 Mark J. Goff to Mayor Hudnut, June 13, 1990, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 
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of roughly 50,000 voters. They are already supportive of you. Take this risk, step up to 

ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ǊǳƴΦέ120 The nature of this exchange provides insight into 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴapolis queer community. The presence of this 

debate shows that he had moved beyond viewing gay and lesbian citizens as a complete 

disincentive. Yet, the value he was placing in their relationship was different from what 

activists wanted.  

Berg, having obtained an early copy of the proclamation, made known his 

intentions to put the story in the August issue of The New Works NewsΦ άLŦ IǳŘƴǳǘ ƛǎ 

afraid of getting flack from right-ǿƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣέ .ŜǊƎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

flack from them and from ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ121 Ultimately, the proclamation was 

ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ ά! [ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜέ ōȅ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Celebration program which Berg forced amendments prior to its publication. According 

ǘƻ .ŜǊƎΣ IǳŘƴǳǘ άǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ like AIDS Day on the Circle, which it is not. AIDS is 

ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǎǎǳŜΦέ122 IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

.ŜǊƎΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ 

voting bloc in his upcoming election, but they also highlight that Hudnut did not actually 

understand queer culture or their experiences in the city yet. Hudnut would publicly 

recognize the challenges faced by the HIV epidemic but his understanding was, as Berg 

notes, limited. Despite this animosity, however, The New Works News ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

what a city is supposed to be like ς alive, vibrant, filled with productive, enjoyable 

 
120 άMark J. Goff to Mayor Hudnut, June 13, 1990έ, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 
121 The New Works News, August 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
122 The New Works News, August 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
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ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦέ123 For the Indianapolis queer community, a presence on Monument Circle 

rendered them impossible to ignore.  

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 

handling of the 1991 Monument Circle celebration. Monument Circle was still relevant 

to continued urban revitalization efforts through the plans for Circle Centre Mall. But as 

Hudnut needed to focus on statewide issues, there was concern about the proclamation 

having a larger political effect outside the city proper. Hudnut wrote in a thank you 

ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ άL ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ since 

yours was the only word of thanks I received from anyone associated with that event for 

the proclamation I delivered and the effort our City made to satisfy the requirements of 

ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎΦέ124 These words convey a sense of contempt from Hudnut towards the 

event organizers. It also demonstrates his confusion as to the role he thought he was 

playing at the celebration. Hudnut appears to feel as if he were a ceremonial figurehead 

for this group that he had supported through two anti-discriminatory policies. This 

implied figurehead role was something he could opt in and out of as he saw fit. Clearly, 

he saw the queer community as a minority he was helping via Niebuhrian principles and 

not a group he quite saw as co-collaborators. Hudnut was not able to grasp the full 

needs of queer activists, thus leaving him with a sense of frustration. 

Hudnut sparked further controversy a few months after the Celebration when, 

while finishing up his campaign for Indiana Secretary of State, he was quoted as saying, 

 
123 The New Works News, August 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
124 Mayor Hudnut to Mike Stillings and Patrick Ramschell, September 10, 1990, UIndy 
Mayoral Archives. 
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ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΣ Ǝŀȅǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ L 

do not support passage of the gay rights bill or other legislative initiatives giving them 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦέ125 Hudnut seems to convey an 

unwillingness to work any further with the queer community on their goals, further 

establishing his limited view of these individuals as voting numbers as well as forced 

partners in his plans for a holy city. This would also suggest a lingering frustration for 

Hudnut following the Celebration debacle. 

IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƘƛƳ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ 

The New Works News, gay and lesbian voters were encouraged to reconsider voting for 

IǳŘƴǳǘ ŦƻǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΥ ά²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǳǊ ƛƴitial response to this [vote] was a hands 

Řƻǿƴ ȅŜǎ ǘƻ IǳŘƴǳǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΧ NWN can no longer give 

ǳƴǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ IǳŘƴǳǘΦέ126 While the relationship between these two sides had 

largely played out in the public eye on Monument Circle, here it directly impacted 

political practices through voting rights.  

Hudnut would go on to lose the Secretary of State race to future Indianapolis 

mayor Joe Hogsett by four percentage points.127 Not long after, he would forgo a run for 

a fifth mayoral term in 1991. This effectively ended his public political relationship with 

the Indianapolis queer community. Monument Circle had once again been utilized by 

 
125 The New Works News, November 1990, Indiana Historical Society (via The 
Indianapolis News). 
126 The New Works News, November 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
127 The New Works News, December 1990, Indiana Historical Society. 
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queer leadership and activists to challenge Hudnut and his administration. This time, 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  
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CONCLUSION 

In the summer of 1991, with only half a year remaining in his last mayoral term, 

several letters were written to Hudnut and other members of Indianapolis leadership by 

Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩs 

ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tǊƛŘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦ wŀȅ DŜƴŎƛǳǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ 

άIƻǿ ǎŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ōȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ 

ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Ǝŀȅ tǊƛŘŜ aƻƴǘƘΦέ128 Robert Schmidt wrote to Hudnut as well, 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL ŀƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ōȅ 

Justice, Inc. for the Gay and Lesbian Pride Celebration. In 1990 your office issued an 

official letter of welcome for this event. In 1991 your administration is doing all it can to 

ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦέ129 While no research immediately reveals why Hudnut actually 

refused to allow Pride activities on the Circle, it does suggest a lingering divide between 

his intentions for an all-inclusive holy city and how he enacted that dream, especially 

given the ease and the pomp in which events like the Pan-Am games were allowed to 

use downtown spaces. 

Reacting to public outcry, Hudnut chose to reverse the decision and allow Pride 

activities to once again take place on Monument Circle. His office released a statement 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΩ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŜǾŜƴǘΦέ130 The letter also explained that access was initially denied due to concerns 

 
128 άRay Gencius to Mayor Hudnut, April 6, 1991έ, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 
129 άRobert L. Schmidt to Mayor Hudnut, April 9, 1991έ, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 
130 άDavid H. Arland to R. Ray Gencius, May 2, 1991έ, UIndy Mayoral Archives. 



 

53 

άŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻǾŜǊǘƛƳŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 

ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ131 Peddling this rather flimsy excuse of police overtime and promising yet 

another policy, this situation serves as yet another example of what became the 

ƘŀƭƭƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ IǳŘƴǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ 

a non-committal dialogue that, more often than not, only made progress in queering 

policy once queer citizens applied pressure through the use of public space. 

Taking a closer look, however, also demonstrates that this is a relationship that 

had subtly evolved over the course of the 1980s. While Hudnut was still being dragged 

into progress with the queer community via public pressure and the need to rely on 

their numbers as a utility chip, he now appears to be a politician with less to lose as he 

approaches retirement. The promise of queering policy without the layer of security 

provided by being behind-closed-doors is certainly a new step for him. Additionally, the 

names writing these letters and applying pressure to the mayor are notably not folks 

like Berg and Sarris. This suggests that the two stalwart activists had achieved success 

and proven effective in growing their own dream of a public, connected, and queer city. 

!ƴŘ ȅŜǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

activists that the final word on their relationship is a statement that reads almost as 

ambiguous as the promises provided in their earliest encounters. While these groups 

had finally taken their exchanges from those of a behind-closed-doors setting to ones 

based in public statements, it is fitting that the official words left hanging are just 

 
131 άArland to Gencius, 1991έΣ ¦LƴŘȅ aŀȅƻǊŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ 
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ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŀƎǳŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ vision of 

a cooperative, successful holy city was never quite completed. While the progress in 

queering public policy and recognizing queer citizens as a legitimate minority that both 

groups did achieve through their discourse set the stage for future advancements, the 

inconclusiveness of their relationship in the 1980s meant there was no shining beacon 

of a city to look to in Indiana in regards to queer relations for the next few decades. 

²ƘƛƭŜ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ aƛŘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘion of how to use 

sports to spur economic growth, his administration left no example of proper queer 

relations and inclusiveness to pull on when the Religious Freedom Restoration Act 

began percolating in the mid-2010s before being signed into law with gusto by Governor 

Mike Pence. The results achieved, both personally and politically, by the Hudnut 

administration and the IGLC activists were foundational to any future progress towards 

queer equity. However, it can not be escaped that the sins and struggles of the 1980s 

still have far-reaching consequences on the rapport surrounding contemporary 

Indianapolis queer rights. 

By the end of 1992, the landscape for this relationship between Indianapolis 

queer activists and the Indianapolis mayoral office had already changed drastically. Berg 

lost his life in a battle with HIV. Hudnut was gone from office, leaving hardline 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ DƻƭŘǎƳƛǘƘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ 

ambiguous relationship with the queer community. Sarris and her cohort watched as a 

ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

and protest activities. This turn of events set the stage for further struggles that would 
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arise between these groups throughout the 1990s and onwards into the 21st century. 

However, none of these new conflicts and any of their resulting progress for the Circle 

City would have taken place without the episodes of the 1980s. What started in a 

meeting room in 1983 ended with a simple letter. But in between, Monument Circle 

stood as a site of contestation and compromise for two groups of people attempting to 

enact their dreams for their city: one attempting to revitalize it and one attempting to 

queer it. 
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APPENDIX ς DISCOVER INDIANA ENTRIES 

The Body Works 

The Body Works bathhouse in Indianapolis was opened by founder Stanley Berg 

in 1977. The bathhouse, known today as The Works, provided health programming as 

well the opportunity for gay men in the city to socialize with one another. It also served 

as the home of The Works gay magazine and its eventual successor, The New Works 

NewsΦ .ƻǘƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ άǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ The news 

magazines ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ άŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ǝŀȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦέ Berg ensured that 

the Indianapolis queer community was staying informed, becoming more unified, and 

maintaining a consistent presence in the public eye. Articles reported upcoming 

government plans to fight the epidemic and analyzed the consequences of those plans 

and other policies. The news source also provided statistics for the number of new cases 

appearing in the state, promoted safe sex advertisements, and criticized politicians who 

turned a blind eye towards the plight of people living with HIV. The paper played a key 

role in communicating the need to understand sexual health. It helped queer citizens 

understand the politics associated with, and for, people living with HIV. 

Operations at the bathhouse underwent two major transformations due to the 

success of The Works. The first of these took place in March 1987 when The Works 

magazine transitioned into a full-fledged newspaper format known as The New Works 

News, which allowed for more advertisements, a better financial situation, and, in their 

ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ άǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘȅǇŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

second transformation came a little over a year later in the summer of 1988 when the 
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Body Works transitioned into a new building on Keystone Avenue with the hopes to 

άǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ǘǊŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ǝŀȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǊ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎΦέ Sadly, Berg lost his life in a battle with HIV in 1991. His organization 

lives on today as The Works and is still located at the Keystone Avenue address. 
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Image A-мΦ ά! [ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ 
The Works. It displays Berg formulating his thoughts on what the paper could be as 

well as what the Indianapolis queer community could be. 
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Image A-нΦ ά¢ƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ²ƻǊƪǎ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
of The New Works News ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфулǎΦ 
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Image A-оΦ ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ .ŜǊƎ ǘƻ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘΦέ ²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dŀȅ 
YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ .ŜǊƎΩǎ ǊŀǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

Hudnut throughout the 1980s. Here, Hudnut is specifically requesting Hudnut speak out 
on ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
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Justice, Inc. 
 

Formed in the early 1980s, Justice, Inc. was a state-wide advocacy organization for 

queer Hoosiers led by Kathy Sarris. άLƴ мфулΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

Dŀȅ tǊƛŘŜ ²ŜŜƪΧέ ǿǊƻǘŜ {ŀǊǊƛǎΦ ά! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǳǎ [activists] got together that year at the 

Mid-Town Ramada Inn. We formed a Pride Week Committee and we organized and 

sponsored the 1981 Pride Week Brunch at the 9ǎǎŜȄ IƻǳǎŜ IƻǘŜƭΦέ OǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ άōŜƎŀƴ 

approaching us with their plans for Pride Week, so we ended up doing some type of 

ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΧ ¢ƻ ƳŜΣ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ǝŀȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴώǎϐΦέ {ŀǊǊƛǎΩ efforts with Justice worked to insert 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ōȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ 

ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ main activities were the development of a successful Gay 

Pride Week as well as queer voter registration. 

{ŀǊǊƛǎΩ Justice organization expanded into new public programming for HIV activism 

in the late 1980s with a state-wide annual conference focused on the education of the 

queer community and the transition of their annual Gay Pride Week event from a 

brunch to a public picnic. Justice worked with Indiana politicians as well, sending 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 9Ǿŀƴ .ŀȅƘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 

1989 to open up communication about discriminatory violence. 

Not long after moving the organization to a new headquarters, Sarris chose to step 

down from her position in charge of Justice to take a job in Michigan for their state 

human rights group. While Sarris would ultimately return to the Indianapolis area after 

just a year away, she never came back to activism in a capacity like the one she had 
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been in before, irrevocably altering gay and lesbian activism in the city at the tail end of 

the 1980s with her absence. Nevertheless, Justice would go on to continue their 

organization of marquee Pride Week events in Indianapolis such as the 1990 Celebration 

on the Circle, serving as a predecessor for the contemporary Indy Pride events. 
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Image A-пΦ άWǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ LƴŎΦ aŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Dŀȅ DǊƻǳǇǎΦέ Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ The 
Works, Justice is already shown to be working hard around the city and state. 
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Image A-рΦ άWǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ LƴŎΦ IƻƭŘǎ {ǘŀǘŜ-²ƛŘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ The 
Works ǎƘƻǿǎ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 
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Image A-сΦ άtǊƻŦƛƭŜΥ YŀǘƘȅ {ŀǊǊƛǎΦέ {ŀǊǊƛǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ LƴŎΦΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ 
interview with The Works that highlights her philosophy on activism and the 

history of her organization. 
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Image A-тΦ ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǊƛŎ {Φ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ǘƻ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ нлth century, shows 

the initial request by the organization for Hudnut to participate in their 1990 
Celebration on the Circle. 
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Image A-уΦ ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ YŜƴǘ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ǘƻ [Φ YŜƛǘƘ .ǳƭŜƴΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŀǊƴŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
events. For instance, this photo shows Kent Robinson, a major player in Justice, 

ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ [Φ YŜƛǘƘ .ǳƭŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
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Police violence on Monument Circle in the 1980s 
 

In August 1984, The Works, a newspaper dedicated to documenting queer 

Indianapolis, ran a profile on David Molden, an openly gay nineteen-year-old man who 

experienced police harassment on Monument Circle. On his way home from work late 

at night on July 6, Molden was stopped by Indianapolis Police Department (IPD) officers, 

forced to provide identification, and then physically assaulted by an officer. Police 

ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƭŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ άǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΣ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ where individuals would 

solicit one another for sex, both paid and unpaid. This incident on Monument Circle, the 

public space surrounding the Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors Monument at the 

intersection of Meridian and Market Streets in the center of downtown Indianapolis, 

emblematized the confrontations between the Indianapolis Police and its gay and 

lesbian citizens during the 1980s. aƻƭŘŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ similar 

incidents in 1984 with at least twenty-three other allegations of harassment lodged with 

the Indiana Civil Liberties Union (ICLU) and documented by The Works. Multiple claims 

ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Lt5 ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǾƛŘŜƻǘŀǇƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 

method to deter queer interactions through public surveillance. The Circle served as 

both a heavily policed public space and a microcosm of the conflict between the city, 

ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ [D.¢ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 

The Indianapolis Gay/Lesbian Coalition (IGLC), a collection of leadership from the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ organizations, came together in the early 1980s to handle Ŏƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ 

misinformation about the queer community as well as the ongoing police violence. The 

group included folks like Stanley Berg, owner of The Body Works bathhouse and 
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publisher of the queer newspaper known as The Works, and Kathy Sarris, president of 

Justice, Inc. The IGLC met with Director of Public Safety Richard Blankenbaker and 

Mayor William Hudnut III multiple times to discuss the appointment of a queer liaison 

with city government and procedures to establish equitable treatment from the IPD. 

Activists also staged the Gay Knights rallies in summer 1984 on Monument Circle in 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ aƻƭŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǇƭƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ garnered the release of a policy 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-discriminatory policy towards the queer community. 
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Image A-9. Image of an IGLC meeting from a copy of The Works. 
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Image A-1. Image of an IGLC meeting from a copy of The Works. Image A-млΦ άLD[/ aŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƛǘȅ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦέ LƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ LD[/ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ 
of The Works. 
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Image A-ммΦ άDŀȅǎ ¢ŀƪŜ ¢ƘŜƛǊ tǊƻǘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦέ LD[/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ wǳǘƘ 
Peters and Stanley Berg stand with David Molden at a press conference following 

police harassment on Monument Circle. 
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Image A-мнΦ ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ aŀȅƻǊ IǳŘƴǳǘ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ƭŀƴƪŜƴōŀƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ aŎ!ǘŜŜΦέ 
In this letter, Mayor Hudnut requests that his Director of Public Safety and Chief of 
Police undertake actions to dissuade queer citizens from socializing on Monument 
Circle. In attempting to preserve his urban revitalization plan, Hudnut is creating an 
environment that would lead to police violence on Monument Circle within the next 

few years. 
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The Gay Knights Protests 

 Following a rash of police violence targeting the Indianapolis queer community 

in the early 1980s on Monument Circle, activists announced a series of social events on 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ on July 20 and continuing every Friday 

evening until the police harassment ceased, queer citizens protested and socialized on 

the Circle. The first of the "Gay Nights on the Circle" saw three hundred participants 

gather with a couple hundred more throughout the area, leaving traffic congested for 

two blocks in every direction. The Works, a local gay newspaper run out of The Body 

Works bathhouse, dubbed the attendees of these events ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ϦDŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΦέ These 

events culminated in the !ǳƎǳǎǘ ом άDŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ bƛƎƘǘ on the Circleέ, which was 

reportedly attended by over four hundred individuals. Speakers at the rally included 

Kathy Sarris, president of Justice, Inc., and Stan Berg, owner of The Body Works 

bathhouse and publisher of The Works. The Indianapolis NewsΩ ǿǊƛǘŜ-up of the night 

detailed harassment that took place from anti-homosexual protestors who organized 

across the street from the rally. Their actions were stopped by police intervention. 

 In his first public comment on these events, Mayor William Hudnut III 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Dŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ issued a letter to The Works that highlighted 

Indianapolis' non-discrimination policy. IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άit is the policy of the City of 

Indianapolis not to harass any citizens or segment of the citizenry including the gay 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧέ. IǳŘƴǳǘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ was the "first time that any Mayor of Indianapolis has 

ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ Ǝŀȅǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ Gay Knights crowd 

cheered during the letterΩǎ reading at the August 31 rally. Monument Circle echoed with 
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chanǘǎ ƻŦ άDŀȅΣ DŀȅΣ DŀȅΗέ.  After the speakers finished, a disco/dance party took place 

on the Circle in celebration. 
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Image A-моΦ άDŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфуп ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ 
The Works ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

on Monument Circle, which were done to peacefully protest police violence. 
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Image A-мпΦ άDŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ bƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦέ Lƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ The Works 
ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Dŀȅ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ Dŀȅκ[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ bƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΣ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ .ŜǊƎΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

attending crowds. 


