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Norway 
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 

Country Overview 
Population (2018) 5,311,916 

GNI Per Capita (2018) $85,198 

Country Classification by Income Level (2018) High-income 

Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations (2018) 6,240 

Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score (2018) 4.40 

Philanthropic Environment Cross-Border Flows Score 
(2018) 

4.50 

Data: Population, GNI Per Capita and Country Classification by Income Level: World Bank, www.worldbank.org 
Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations: Global Philanthropy Environment Index: Northern and Western 
Europe, globalindices.iupui.edu 
Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score and Cross-Border Flows Score: Indiana University Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index. globalindices.iupui.edu 

Cross-Border Resource Flows, 2018 (in millions of inflation-adjusted 
2018 US dollars) 

Total 
Resource Flows 

Philanthropy 
Official 

Development 
Assistance (ODA) 

Remittances 
Private Capital 

Investment 

$6,825.72 $330.21 $4,257.62 $2,237.89 

Quality of Data on Philanthropic Outflows ++ 

Data: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2020 Global Philanthropy Tracker 
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Summary of cross-border philanthropy 
Data on charitable contributions can be found in several sources, such as Deloitte, Giving 
Europe, and Statistics Norway. However, data on Norwegian cross-border giving has not been 
updated since 2013. Thus, the Kartlegging av markedet for fundraising (Mapping the market for 
fundraising) report published by Deloitte was included in the analysis.  
 
Norway’s government operates on a system of mutual trust, and philanthropic organizations 
(POs) tend to self-regulate, so reports on this area may not be published. However, Statistics 
Norway does collect nationwide data, including information on volunteering in the country. 
 
SENDING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
Cross-border charitable donations can be sent without any restrictions (Indiana University Lilly 
Family School of Philanthropy, 2018). Only a few international organizations are eligible for 
tax-exempt gifts, but there is little regulation. 
 
RECEIVING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS  
There is very little regulation on receiving cross-border charitable donations, and Norway 
receives very few of them (Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018). 
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
According to the Kartlegging av markedet for fundraising (Mapping the market for fundraising) 
report, a total of NOK 221 million was donated to international causes in 2013 in Norway 
(Deloitte, 2015). The data were gathered from a survey sent to 123 organizations, of which 57 
responded.  
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER VOLUNTEERING 
In 2015, volunteers worked an estimated total of over 10 million voluntary hours for 
international organizations. However, by 2017, this number had dropped to 7,725 million hours 
(Statistics Norway, 2020).1 Additionally, the actual funding for these organizations primarily 
comes from households as well as the state.  
 
CROSS-BORDER GIVING BY CHARITABLE CAUSES 
N/A 
 
KEY DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
According to the 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index: Norway country report, 
although philanthropy exists in Norway, it is still as built up as in other countries. The most 
popular ways to donate to most organizations are still volunteering and non-market donations. 
Household monetary support has increased, but Norway’s tax incentives for giving still lag 

 
1 Statistics Norway provided their figures in årsverk, which can be translated to man-year or FTE. According to 
https://snl.no/%C3%A5rsverk, it is approximately 1750 hours in Norway, so the number of unpaid årsverk was 
multiplied by 1750 to get an estimate of total volunteer hours worked. 
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behind most other Western countries (Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 
2018).  

Social media has also grown in recent years in importance both as a way to raise awareness 
about campaigns, and as a way to collect donations. Direct advertising still accounts for the 
highest total amount of donations, but Facebook is the most common way used to donate 
(Deloitte, 2018). 
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_______________________________________________________ 
Do you have information to add to this profile? 

We greatly appreciate the contributions of researchers, scholars, and leaders around the world to 
the study of cross-border philanthropy. If you know of any additional information or newly 
available data that could be included in future editions, please send us an update at 
indices@iupui.edu.
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